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7 HE Seguel, as the reader may ſee, contains very many 

Notable relations of Apparitions and Agencies of Spirits 
bath in Wales and England. And upon an honeft revieto of 

: the matter, I have no reaſen toqueſtion the truth of the ſubſtance - 
of theſe relations. In ſuch. matters as theſe hawever it is eaſy 
to m es in ſome of the circum/lances of theſe relations, and 


7 20 de to eſcape them through the weakneſs of men's 
en, 5, and want of exquiſite care to find out, and relate 


„ 3 . . . . - * 
aue as they are, where there is neither intereſt nor inclination 


0 falfify the account of any thing. And T' have this to ſay, 
| as it appears in diverſe places in the enſuing Treatiſe, that my 
converſation about theſe things was with religious perſons, 
many of them Miniſters of the Goſpel, from «hom - 1 had 
theſe accounts; which is the greateſt argument that can be 
produc'd of the truth of theſe extraordinary and in ſome mea- 
fure intereſting truths, from which many things may be 


Learned for inſtruct ian in righteouſneſs, and practice. 


4 


But ſome may yet enquire what may be the end and 4h 
of amaſſing together accounts of this nature, and making them 
publict? The deſign of all exerciſes of every ſort is the chief 


circumflance that can belong to them, and therefore ebiefly. to 
be minded in all thi "gs. 


In anſwer to this, I avow that it is de ſis med to prevent 4 
kind of — mech . to * much 6 in the Kingdom, 
- © eſpecially 


Kg 


P R E F A C E. iii 


eſpecially ang. the Gentry and Nobility, even the denial of * 
the being of 8 fits, and Apparitions, which. bath.a tenden; * 
to irreligion 4 Athei/m ; for when men come to deny the a. 


«>» * 


being of Spirits, the next lep is to deny the being of God 57, 9 
is Spirit, and the Father of Spirits. Some indeed will nat 2 
deny the being of Spirits -gaod and bad, but without the, taht 


reaſon, or even a ſhadow of reaſon, deny their appearance | + 
Wha that reads the enſuing Treatiſe can deny the reality f 
Apparitions of Spirits? I really think none in his ſenſes can. 
iS. Alſo the Scripture of truth | bath. the old and new Teflament 

f ſpeaks of the Apparitions of Spirits both good and bad; and 

| if they appeared in times paſt, why not in times preſent and 
future ? He muſt be a Deift and deny the word of God before... 
he can deny Apparitions : Our modern Deijts are worſe than © 
the ancient Sadducees wha own'd the five books of. 22 ſes, the? 
they own'd no more; but theſe deny the whole Seripture to 


®their eternal de eftruction ; ; and thiſe wha deny the ward of 
God, and make him a dumb God to his eren, bave 10 


long way, or hard taſe, to deny his eing. FEY L 


— 0 


* 


And let us come to reaſan, (the Deiſis's God, wht ch Fatah put 
in the place of Ged's Spirit the 2 to all truth ; and which 
they put in place of Scripture,) Is it indeed reaſonable t9 
think that God who is a Spirit ſhould create matter, as we 
ſee he hath done, even the iobole material viſible Creation, 
and not create Spitits, Creatures of femilarity 4% his ow 
nature, which matter hath not? It is again reaſon to think 
otherwiſe ; and having created Spirits, i is it not unreaſonable to 
think and ſay, that they never do, never ſhould appear? What fort 
of friends and ſervants fhmld the Angels be, and never appear 
to any of their friends and theſe they ſerve ® And what* fort 
of enemies, rulers and tempters would the Devils be, aud. y#t 
never appear to thoſe whom they rule, tempt and trouble? 1 


know Spirits are inviſible without making uſe of fome matter 
proper to their condition to appear. in, but Who «dn Jo they 


never 4 this, and prove it ?,, ſurely none can. 


— — 
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Let it be juftly conſidered, that all the inſtances of Appa- 
ritions related in the ſequel are too great a ſum of truth together 
to be reaſonably denied, by the greateſt Infidel of them all; and 
what ſarther confirms this matter is that many authors have 
accidentally mentioned the Apparitions of Spirits in treating 
directiy of other matters, and ſeveral authors of note and 
credit have diretly wrote of theſe things; as Glanvil, 
Baxter, Burton, Morton, Sc. And who can read Schoffer's 
hi/tery of Lapland, Martin's deſeriptionof the Weftern Iſlands of 
Scotland, Duncan, Campbel, Oc. and queſtion Apparitions ? 
AI the complete hiftory of Witchcraft in two Vol. 12mo. 
ſmall Print, and very cempendious; written by a nameleſs, 
but a very ſound juaicicus and learned Author, exceedingly 
well read, both in ancient and modern hiftory of Heathens and 
Chriſtians, Papiſts and Protęſſants? He ſhews the numerous, 
various ways in which evil Spirits do appear and att, through 
Witches, Magicians, and Conjurers ; and the accounts he 
gives agree with many of the accounts, we have heard, and do 
hear from time to time. The hifteries he gives are very par- 
ticular, and carry in them all the markes F authenticity: In 
the Preface he reaſons very judiciouſly, bath as a Philsſopher 
and as a divine; producing alſa the reaſons of the moſt 
learned men who have written of this matter; as of Kircher, 
Le B. un, a learned Frenchman, and the famous Chancellor 


Gerſon ; and all he ſaith in a clear elegant flile: and in a 
word I think an incomparable writer on the ſubject. 


If we conſider farther that all which numerous authors of 
credit have written of Apparitions, | is but a very ſmall part f 
what have come to paſs in the courſe of time, the argument fill 


advances againſt the ſons of Infidelity ; they are fools therefore 


- who think and ſpeak againſt Scripture, conſtant experience, and 


reaſon. And as the Author obſerves, ſuch men are too like 


the Heathen, Celſus, and Lucian, who would turn all things 
into fable, illuſion, and impoſture, 
| There 


& 
7 
4 
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There are but two ſort of beings, material Beings, and 
Spirits. And what reaſon can be given that material beings 
only ſhould be viſible, but Spirits never? When we have 
every neceſſary reaſon that can be deſired to believe that God 
himſelf, who is a Spirit, took a viſible human body, the Maſter 
piece of the material creation indeed, which was only fit for 
him to take, that he might be ſeen working our ſalvation, and 
to be converſed with ; and this was the greateſt wonder in the 
Circle of things, 1 Tim, iii. 16. Great is the myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God hath appeared in the fleſh | And the great- 
e argument for the Apparition of Spirits that can be 
produced, for if the Creator of Spirits made himſelf vifible 


7 in our world for diverſe great ends, why ſhould not the Spirits 


created by him, make uſe of material things to appear by, 
eſpecially as they cannot always perform the works, they are 
| Zither commanded or ſuffered to do in the world, without ap- 


pearing and making themſelves manifeſt one way or other ? 


The ancient Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Grecians, the wiſeft of 
the Heathens believed the exiſtence of Spirits and Apparitions 


fo the old Teſtament Church, except the Sadducees, who there- 
fore were looked upon as hereticks ; and the inſpired Apeſtle was 
againſt them Acts xxiii. 6. The Arabians and the Perſians 
ſpeak much of the Fairies; and abundant facts, with argue 
ments, are a pregnant proof that ſhould be received: but 
if people will be fools againſt reaſon and experience, who can 


help them ? They muſt be left to future conviction of tbeir 
wnreaſonable Veh. 


— — 


vi REBUKE TO INFIDELS AND ATHEISTS. 


P O- thoſe who alk of what uſe can the account of the Agencies and 
Apparitions of Spirits be? My anſwer is, what real truth and kind 
of knowledge, from heaven, earth, or hell, which cannot be made uſeful & 
to ingenious, ſober minds, who are willing to make the beſt of every | 
thing, which is the duty of every man to do. And as to the account of 4 
Spirits and Apparitions, it may be of thele following uſes, and why | 
not? To prevent Sadduceiſm, and Atheiſm in ſome; to confirm others J 
in the belief of Eternity and the World to come, and incline them the 
more to a preparation for it. There are alſo many things in the accounts, 4 
in this Treauſe tending ſtrongly to prevent many evil practices, which 
do trouble thoſe, who are guilty of them, in the world to come; and to 
incline to the oppoſite practices of gocd. Will any man be fo fooliſh 
and irreligious, as to aſk of what uſe can the Scripture accounts of Spirits 
both in the old and new Teſtament be? Is Moſes to be blamed for the 
account he gives of the evil Spirit's deceiving our firſt parents, which 
cauſed all the evils, the fins and miſeries which have been in the World 
ever fince, and will be in the world, and in l for ever? All the ſins they 
do, and the evils they ſuffer > Who without any ſenſe or reaſon do blame 
te account of Spirits? The Pagan World lived in darkneſs for want of 
| this account of the ruin of mankind by a Spirit, related by Moſes. Is the 
Book of Samuel to be blamed for the account in it of an evil Spirit ap- 
7 pearing to the King of Iſrael, and foretelling his deſtruction, and the 
deſtructions of his fans and Army; and for ſaying that an evil Spirit 
from the Lord troubled this King for his diſobedience ? Are the Books 
of firit Kings, and 2 Chron. to be blamed for the account given in them 
ef an evil Spirit deceiving four hundred Prophets to Propheſy lies in the 
Name of the Lord, whereby the King of Iſrael and two Armies were 
deceived to deſtruction, and King Jehoſaphat brought to great danger | 
of his life? Is the Prophet Zechariah to be blamed for writing down J 
to Poſterity that he ſaw Satan in a viſion ſtanding at the right hand of N 
Joſhuah the High Prieſt to reſiſt him? Zech. iii. 1, 2. Is the Evangeliſt 
| Mathew to be blamed for writing in the Goſpel an account of an evil 
1 Spirit tempting the Son of God? And the other Evangeliſt's numerows 
accounts af Chriſt's caſting out Devils, and. of ſpecches between him and 
2 them? Doth not the Scripture plainly ſay that whatever is written in it, 
2Z is for our inſtruction? Rom. xv. 4. And therefore the account of 
b Spirits. Every thing in it is profitable for Inſtruction, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
And above all, the account of the firſt temptation in the beginning of 


; 


voi 8 2 1 2 . 
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$ 
4 the Bible, which was the cauſe of all evils, and yet the occaſion of all f 

WE. - good, for it occaſioned Chriſt's coming from heaven to fave—— And | 
4 the account of Chriſt's temptation in the beginning of the Goſpel, Math. . 
1 4. and of Chriſt's, victory, the ground of all good.” Beſides all this, the ; 

3 knowledge of Spirits is an intereſting Kind of knowledge which we are I 

| | concern'd to know, whether it be of good Spirits which are our friends, a 

F or of evil Spirits which are our enemies; for is it amiſs for us to know FI, 

our friends and enemies; Will any man of ſenſe and conſideration ſay x 

| It is amiſs ? | 3 


How defective would the ſacred Book of God, the Bible be, without 
all the accounts of Spirits contained in it ? eſpecially thoſe accounts of 
the work of Spirits in the beginning of the Bible, and of the new Telta- 

- ment, to which all the great things both good and bad in this world and 
the next are one way or another related to, and connected with. It would 
be very odd that a Spiritual Book of this nature and ſize, ſhould be 
without account of Spirits ; ceaſe thefefore your idle cenſures and ridicule 


ye ſons of Levity, and be ſober and conſiderate, 1 E: X 


3 
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Vindication to the following Treatiſe. 


T HE Author's deſign in_ his account of the Agencies and Appa- 
ritions of Spirits of the other world to prevent the growth of Sad- 


| duceiſm, a great kind of Infidelity, ſtrongly and ſucceſsfully tending to 


irreligion and Atheiſm, being juſt and good; and at the ſame time the 
relations abundantly proved from good honeſt and virtuous perſons, who 
had neither rel nor inclination to teli a lie, being the moſt proper 
and effectual way to prevent this dangerous, hurtful kind of Infidelity ; 
thoſe perſons are to be cenſured as weak, unreaſonable, and perverſe, who 
will find fault with this well proved, and well deſigned work ; yet ſome 
have been ſo weak, inconſiderate, and unjuſt as to cenſure his account of 
Apparitions in the Pariſh of Aberyſtruth ; Perfons neither capable of 
receiving reaſons for it, or of giving any juſt reaſons againſt it. Nothin 
but perverſeneſs, and unreaſonable confuſion and pertneſs, without rel- 
pecting the Author's greater age, knowledge, and experience; which puts 
me in mind of the admirably profound Mr. Morgan Loyd's ſaying, 


« Pob gwwaith & a gaif ei grogſi, 
Ar ddyfnderoedd baſfaut Boert ; - 
Maent yn cablu yr Hu ui welſont, 
Ac yn iihgru yr byn y wyddant.” 


! A Engliſhed, 


« Every good thing will be croſſed, 

And deep things will. be deſpiſed; 
Men blaſpheme what they ha'nt ſeen, 
And corrupt what they have known.” 


Being of Spirits in the world, 
Some Infidels deny, 

And therefore their appearance too 
They ſcornfully deny. 


But the Scripture is not for them 
Againſt them is experience too, 
of all ages times and places, 
From the beginning until now. 


Away therefore with their cenſure, ' 
Againſt experience and -the Scripture 
Let them therefore be convinced, 
Of their error and aſhamed, 


Can evil Spirits be on earth, 
And never yet appear, 
And be always doing evil, 
Not always can, its clear. 


THEY are chiefly women, and men of weak womaniſh underftanding, - 
who chiefly ſpeak againſt the account of Spirits and Apparitions, and 
others not ſo ignorant do it for want of experience and conſideration. 
In ſome women it comes from a certain proud ſineneſs, exceſlive delicacy, 
and a ſuperfine diſpoſition, which cannot bear to be diſturbed with what 
is ſtrange and diſagreeable to a pleaſant vain mind; but why ſhould 
the daughters of mother Eve be fo averſe ro hear of the adverſary Satan, 


with 


N . 
| 
'Y 
6 


vñi VINDICAT ION. 


with whom ſlie firſt converſed, and whom ſhe firſt believed, and was 
firſt deceived by him ? with whom if they are ſaved they muſt commence 
a warfare; and are they fit to be ſoldiers who know little or nothin 

of their enemies? And ſo fooliſh alſo as not to deſire to know more > 
them in order to be more able to contend with them ? Men of Maſculine 
reaſonable underſtandings, and curious minds, are not fo unwilling to have 


- a greater knowledge of the other world to which all are going, even thoſe 


who {hall go to heaven ſhall underſtand more of hell than they did here, 
as Lazarus did in Abraham's boſom : and where is the harm of obtain- 
ing a greater knowledge of hell from the numerous and notable agencies 


and Apparitions of Spirits related in this Book? eſpecially ſeeing we 


have many accounts of the Spirits of hell both in the old and new Teſta- 
ment, recorded as every thing elſe, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Let none therefore blame the worthy Author's, 
attempt, but if he has miſrelated any thing, he would be glad to be 
rectified; for every truth rightly related is precious in its own nature, 
and may, and ſhould be of ſome uſe. 


- 4 4 | 
Enough is ſaid in theſe relations to ſatisfy any reaſonable ſober minded 
perſon, aud to confute this ancient Hereſy, now. much revived and ſpread- 
ing, eſpecially among the Gentry, and perſons much enſtranged from God, 
and ſpiritual things; and ſuch as will not be ſatisfied with things plainly 
Prodi d, and well defign'd: are in this reſpect no better than Fools, and 
to be deſpiſed as ſuch. 


Ie think the Author able to anſwer all cawils, and to be an 
ve rmatch for all the ſons of Infidelity in this particular, 


T. 4... 


1 
H. R. P, 
D. M: 


VINDICATOR S. 


Tacitus proſpicito emnia que quiſque loquatur.— 
Diſce, ſed a Doctis. 
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RELATION OP NUMEROUS 
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EXTRAORDINARY APPARITIONS 
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OF 


SPIRITS GOOD AND BAD, 


ge" 
IP - 


| IN, THE 


PRI NCIPALITY OF WALES. 


NN MMM Nx 
THE PARISH OF ABERYSTRUTH. 


62 ＋ BO U T the latter * of * laſt 


there lived in the Valley of Ebwy Yawr © 
belonging to 

N * one Walter John Harry, ging 
* 3 the people called Quakers, a harmleſs 
honeſt man, and by occupation a Farrier; who went 
to live at Ty yn y Vid in that Valley, where one Morgan 
Lewis, a Weaver, had lived before him, and after his death 


had appeared to ſome and troubled the houſe. One night 
25 B Walter 


. * 2 century, and the beginning of this, 


* OF APPARITIONS, &e. 


Walter being in bed with his wife and awake, faw a light 


come up Stairs, and expecting to ſee the ſpectre, and 
being ſomewhat afraid; tho' he was naturally a very 
fearleſs man, ſtrove to awake his wife by pinching her, 
but could not awake her: and ſeeing the Spectre coming 


on with a candle in his hand, and a white wollen Cap 


upon his head, and the dreſs he wore in his life time, 
reſolved to ſpeak to him, and did when he came near the 


bed, and ſaid, Morgan Lewis . Why doſt thou walk 


this earth? ” To which the Apparition gravely anſwered, 


like one in ſome diſtreſs, that .it was becauſe of 
ſome Bottoms of Wool which he had hid in the wall of 
the houſe,” which he deſited him to take away; 


and then he would trouble them no more. And then 


Walter ſaid, I charge thee Morgan Lewis in the name of 
God, that thou trouble my houſe no more; at which he 


vaniſhed away and appeared no more. He was no profane 
man, nor openly vicious. I is like the poor man had indeed 
in an hour of temptation unjuſtly concealed theſe things 
of ſmall value, and was now troubled for it; and choſe 


that theſe bottoms of Wool ſhould be of uſe to others 
rather than be of no uſe; tho' he neither charged them 


to make uſe of them, nor forbid their doing it, but left it 


to their choice. Likely they made uſe of them, ſor why 
ſhould they do otherwiſe? 8 5 3 


II. xe time after, after the death or removal of 
Walter John Harry, Thomas Miles Harry came to live 
at that houſe. Who once coming home * night from 
Abergavenny was much oppres'd with fears (as is uſually 
the caſe before the appearance of evil Spirits) in the way 
when neat home, and his horſe took fright, ſeeing ſome- 
thing which he did not ſee, and ran violently with 
him towards the houſe ; nor did his fear ceaſe When he 
Was by the houſe, He was afraid to look about, expect- 


ing to ſee ſomewhat, and haſtened to unſaddle the horſe, 


OF APPARITIONS, &c. 3 
but happening to caſt his eye towards, the other end of 


the yard, he ſaw the appearance of 2 waman, ſo pro- 


digiouſly tall, as to be about half as high as the tall Beech 
trees ad the other {ide of the yard; And glad he was of 
a houſe.to enter in and reſt, 


III. AxoTHER time the ſame perſon coming home 
by night from a journey, when near Ty yn y Llwyn, ſaw. 
the reſemblance of fire the Weſt ſide of the river on his 
right hand, and the next look, ſaw it on the Mountain 
near the rock, Tarren y Trwyn, on his left. hand, and all 
of a ſudden could ſee the fire juſt by on one ſide of him, 
and like a Maſtiff Dog on the other fide, at which he was 
exceedingly ter rified, as well he might; having evil Ap- 
paritions on every fide of him, and of the two, the appear- 


ance of a Maſtiff Dog was the moſt dreadfu] fight. He 


called at Ty yn y Lliuyn, deſiring one of them to come with 


him home. The man of the bouſe knowing by his call 
and voice that he had ſeen an Apparition, ſent two of his 


ſervants with him home. My thoughts of T. M. H. 
are that he was a man of an affable diſpoſition, i innocent 


and harmleſs, and a reſpecter of what is good in his later 
days. His children alſo, his ſon and two daughters were 


godly and religious. He was the Grand- father of that 


eminent and famous preacher of the Goſpel Mr. Thomas 


Lewis of Lanharan in Glamorganihire 


J 1 

1v. Hrs fon Lewis _ the F eel Mr. Thomas 
Lewis, coming towards home from the Bed:pe!lty ſide of © 
the River Ebwy Vawr over Pont Evan Lliwar-h bridge 
into the field beyotid it, ſaw the dreadful reſemblance. of 
a man going on all ſour, croſſiug the path before bim at 
no great diſtance from him; upon which bis  bair moved 
upon his head, his heart panted and beat violently, big 
fleſh trembled, he felt not his cloaths about him; felt 


bimſelf heary and weak, altho' a ſtrong lively man. He 


1 41 22 remembred, 


x 


N OF APPARITIONS, &c. 


" remembred it all his days: and was very ready to declare 


it, having been much affected with it. FP 


V. Ar a time two Gipſies came to his houſe when 
he was not at home, and ſecing his wife by herſelf, 
began to be bold and very importunate for this and that 
which they wanted ; but ſhe having an averſion for thoſe 


kind of people, commanded them to be gone, which they 
refuſed to do till ſhe took down a ſtick and threatening 
to beat them, being a ſtrong couragious woman; at 
which the old Gipſy went away muttering and threat- 
ning revenge. Some night after, they heard like a boul 
rowling above ſtairs from the upper end of the chamber 


\ 


to the middle of the room, and ſtopping a while, and then 


rowling down to the foot of the ſtairs; upon which L. 


T. ſaid to his wife Jennet Francis; I believe the old 
Gipſy is come to give thee a viſit, Next morning 
when J. F. roſe, ſhe ſaw on the floor the print of a bare 


- te without a Toe dipt in ſoot ; and gone from the foot 


of the Stair toward the door, Next munday when they 


went to churn, the Cream began ſoon to froth as it 


were to turn to butter, but it did not turn to butter, tho' 
they churned much; they therefore poured it into 4 
veſſel, where after it had ſtay'd ſome time, there was a thick 
flimy Cream above, and underneath it was water a little 
colour'd with Milk. They boiled the Cream, having a 


notion it would torment the Witch, and they were no 
more diſturbed that way. | 


af fs 
| Tuis indeed was no Apparition, but the malicious 
trick of an old Witch in compact with the Devil. The 
faſhionable incredulity is to deny the being of Witches. 
I do not know whether they deny that ever there were 
ſuch perſons in the world, or that none at preſent are ſo. 
If they deny that ever there were ſuch things as Witches, 
the Scripture of truth is againſt them, and innumerable 


facts; 


. 
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facts; which therefore to deny is an unreaſonable lying 
infidelity ; which is a ſhame to. thoſe that have it. 


VI. Lewis Thomas Miles was a profeſſor of ſome note 
in the Valley of Ebuy Vaur, and much reſpected; being 
an honeſt peaceable judicious man. A good neighbour, . 
huſband, father, and an excellent companion; tho? not 
abſolutely free from every kind of weakneſs, from which 
no man is free. He entertained a meeting at his houſe. 
where the miniſters of Penmain, &c. preached ; his 
wife alſo being of that communion, to whom he gave 
no trouble about baptiſm, nor to any who came to his 
houſe; being of a very Catholic ſpirit, tho' he was in 
communion with the Babtiſts and of that perſuaſion; as 


appears by what follows; for he was heard to ſay, that he 


liked to hear the Baptiſt preachers, becauſe they preached 
the evangelick doctrines truly, till they went to preach 
about baptiſm when their ſubject did not lead to it, and 


when there was no occaſion for it, to hear one of them 
dappling about it, ſo he expreſſed it, without bringing out 
any thing clear about it, when he might have ſpoken ſome- 


what elſe of greater benefit, that was diſpleaſing to him. 
When he became old and infirm, he deſired leave of his 


brethren the Baptiſt church at Tilery to commune occa- 
tionally with the Independents of Penmain, who tock the 


Lord's Supper at his houſe, and they charitably gave him 
leave to do ſo. I mention this to their honour, and that none 


may ſay that all the Baptiſts are rigid, tho? too many of 


them give two much occaſion to ſay ſo; for here is not 
only one particular perſon, but a whole Baptiſt church 
to prove the contrary : And it is right and juſt to ſpeak of 
the good that belongs to all perſons and things in heaven 
and exrth, One cannot ſpeak amiſs of any thing with- 
out being guilty of fin of ſome.nature and degree or 
other, and worſt of all to judge of good things, and of 


great moment worſe than they are; it is Wor ſe than to 
"+ * | * * judge 4 
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6 OF APPARITIONS, &c., 
judge of evil things worſe than they are; tho' even that 
is alſo a fin. 


Ir is ever to be obſerved, that the godly are the moſt 
moderate in all parties in religion, eſpecially thoſe who 


are the moſt humble and mortified to fin, and the crea- 


ture; ſome allowance to be made for particular tempers 
and diſpoſitions, and provocations to diſpleaſure ; for 


oppreſſion makes a wiſe man mad, £Zecle. vii. y. But the 


hypocrites of all parties are uſually rigid and cenſorious, 
as the Phariſees who were hypocrites had the ſour leaven 
of uncharitableneſs, Luke . xii. 1. Be ware ye of the 
leaven of the Pharifees, which is hypocricy. * Becauſe 
hypocrites are not ſufficiently enlightened to ſee their ſin 


and miſery, and are therefore unhumbled, proud, and 
uncharitable. 


VII. john ab John of Koome Kelin in the Valtey of 
the, Church, many years ago going very early in the 
morning before day, May the 12th, towards Carleon Fair. 
In going up hill on Milvre mountain, heard as he thought 
a ſhouting behind, as it were on Brys Mawr, which is 
a part of the Black mountain in Breconſhire, and pre- 
ſently after heard the ſhouting at Brulch y Lluyn on his 
left hand, nearer to him; upon which he became oppreſſed 
with fear, and heavy in walking; and began to ſuſpect it 
was no human bur a diabolical voice, defigned to frighten 
him; having wondred before what people could be 


' ſhouting on the mountain that time of night. Being 


come up to the Higher part of the mountain where his 
way was to go, he could hear the ſhouting at the Gilvach 


Selds on his right hand before him, which confirmed 
Bis fear. But being paſt the Gilvach fields in the way 


to the cold ſprings, he could hear like the noiſe, as it were, 
of a Coach coming after him; and which increaſed his 
terror the voice of a woman with the Coach crying; 


Wew up. Now as he knew that no Coach, ever did, or 
could 


e * * = 
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OF APPARITIONS, &c. 7 
could go that way, and hearing the Coach- like ſound 
coming nearer and nearer, and that it muſt be an evil 
ſpirit following after him, he was greatly terrified, as any 
one in his caſe would have been; tho' he was a ſtrong 
man, the ſtrongeſt in all the pariſh, And fearing if he 
kept the path that be ſhould ſee ſome deviliſh helliſh ap- 
pearance, he turned out of the way and fell on his — 
in the heath, not daring to look about till the helliſh 
Coach went by. When it was gone out of hearing, his 
fear went off, and ſo. much the more as the mountain 
birds began to whiſper ſinging. one here and one there ag 
the day break increaſed; and ſeeing. ſome ſheep before 
him his fear went quite off. 


O may obſerve here that the evil ſpirit terrified and 


| troubled this man both behind and on every hand of 


him, but did not, becauſe he durſt not ſtand before him 


P; to obſtruct his way. And truely a chriſtian. may ſome 


time or other have evils purſuing after him and attending 


bim on every hand, but while he goes on in the way of hig 
duty, they will not be ſuffered to obſtruct his way, or 


1 A but ſo as he may either paſs over them, go through them, 


» or paſs by them on the right or left hand; according to 
= that bleſſed - declaration of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 13, 


« There hath no temptation. taken you, but ſuch as is com: 
mon ta man: but God is faithful, who will not ſuffet 


you to be tempted above that ye are able: but will with 


the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be 
able to bear it,” 


| Sons readers will have a curiokity © to know. what 
manner of man this perſon was, who bad this remackable 
trial in the ' courſe of his life. He never was a profane 
immoral man, but an. honeſt peaceable knowing man, 
and a. very comely perſon; and in his latter days aftet 


his converſion | became wholly mortified. to this world, 
$249 very 
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very heavenly minded, and died happy. More of him 
may be ſeen in my Geographical, hiſtorical account of 
the Pariſh of Aberyſtiuth, printed in the year 1779. 


VIII. W. E. of Havodavel going a journey upon the 
Beacon mountain, much above four ſcore years ago, be- 
fore ſun riſing, ſaw by his way ſide the perfect likeneſs of 
a Coal race, where really there was none, Where many 
people were very buſy: ſome cutting the Coal, ſome 
carrying it to fill the ſacks, ſome riſing the loads upon 
the horſes backs, &c. This was an Agency of the Fairies 
upop his viſive faculty, and it was a wonderful extra 
natural thing, and made a conſiderable impreſſion upon 
his mind ; and he declared it ſeveral times, once in my 
hearing. He was of undoubted veracity. A great man 
in the world, and above telling untruth, There is much 
more than four ſcor e years fince this came to paſs. The 


power of ſpirits both good and bad is very great, having 
not the weight of bodies to incumber and hinder their 


agility. 


IX. AnovrT eighty years ago, there lived one John 


Jenkin, a poor man near Abertilery, the other ſide the 


river, who hang'd himſelf upon the hay-loft in the day 
time; which when his ſiſter ſaw, who lived with him, ſhe 


_ cried out, upon which Jeremiah James who lived in Aber- 


tilery houſe looking towards the houſe, ſaw the reſem- 
blance of a man coming from the hay-loft, and--violently 
turning upwards and downwards, topſy-turvy towards the 
river; which was a dreadful ſight to a ſerious godly man, 


who ſaw the ſaid cataſtrophe, and very imprefling ; for it 
could be no other but an evil ſpirit going with his prey, 
the ſelf murderer to hell. O that men would beware of 
ſatan the leader to hell, and not follow him to eternal 


deſtruction, who delights in nothing but the ſin and miſery 
of 8 They chat go moſt — in the way of ſin, 


make 
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make tov much ſpeed to go to hell, but many go ſwiftly in 
the way of deſtruction; but ſelf murderers make the 

greateſt ſpeed, and take the ſhorteſt way to hell. Others 
fallow after Satan, but theſe go to meet him, They 
need not make ſuch haſte, for one hour in hell will give 


them more than enough of it. — O that this was more 
conſidered, 


X. W. L. M. told me, that going upon an errand by 
night, from the houſe of Jane Edmund of Abertilery, 
he heard as if ſome people were ſpeaking one to another 


at ſome diſtance from him; and when he hearkened more 
attentively, he preſently heard like the falling of a tree, 
which ſeemed to break other trees as it fell, and after 


4 | that, a weak voice like the voice of a perſon in pain and 
1 miſery, hard by him, which frightened him much, and 
cauſed him to turn back without going on to his journey's 


end. They were the Fairies which ſpoke in his hearing, 
and they doubtleſs ſpoke about his death, and imitated 
the moan which he made, when ſometime after he fell 
from off a tree, which proved his death; for the Fairies, 
tho' not the worſt of Devils, yet are Devils enough 


do delight in the miſeries of men. This account previous 


to his death he gave me himſelf many years ago. He 
was a man much alienated from the life of God, tho? 
ſurrounded with the means of knowledge and grace; but 


there was no cauſe to queſtion the truth of his . . 


but reaſon to believe it, 


8 


XI. Tur laſt apparition of the Faicigs in 5 Pariſh 
of Aberyſtruth, about 34 years ago, was in the fields of 


the Widow of Mr. Edmund Miles, not long before Mrs.- 


' Miles's death. Two men were mowing bay in one f 
ber fields, the Bedwellty ſide of the river Ebwy Yawr, {one 


of whom is now an eminent man in the religious life) in 
the morning before ſun riſing. At which time they Could 


foe the chief ſervant of the houſe coming - through. the 
9 e field 
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field the other fide the river towards them, and like a 


marriage company of people with ſome bravery, in white 
aprons to meet him, and they met and paſfed by him; but 
of whom he ſeemed to them to take no notice; and 
good reaſon for it, for he ſaw them not, as he told them 
when they aſked him, had he ſeen the marriage company; 
while at the ſame time they could hardly think that any 
marriage ſhould come that way, and that time of day, 
The appearance of the Fairies now was partly a preſage 
of Mrs, Miles's death, and partly it may be of the 
marriage of her dangdter( 4 he heireſs of the eſtate after 
the death of her brother Mr. John Miles, with that 
ſervant; a good while after as they appeared with ſome 
bravery reſembling a marriage company, uſual to be ſeen 
in the aſſembly of the Fairies, this could not be kept 
ſs ſecret but Mrs. Miles came to know of it, and it gave 
her much trouble of mind; for the underſtood it as a 
preſage of her death, as indeed it was. 


f - 


Mons of theſe kind of accounts may be ſeen in my 
| Geographical and hiſtorical account of the Pariſh of 
Aberyſtruth, And now, if ſo many accounts of Appa- 
ritions have been found in one of the pariſhes in the county 
of Monmouth, bow many may be found in all the Pariſhes 
in the County? and how many in all the Counties of 
Wales together, every reaſonable perſon may eaſily ſee, 


Is there nothing in all that bath been ſaid already to 


Ragger the unreaſonable confidence of the ſons of Infideli- 


ty, the Sadducees of theſe times? And yet theſe are not all 
the accounts of Apparitions in Aberyſtruth pariſh, I have 
| paſſed over ſeveral more which would have been a farther 


confutation of this ſtubborn," unreaſonable lafidelity. 


Every true inftance of the appearance and agency of the 


* of the other world being a Tonfutation of it; and 
do much more ſo ate * inſtanees of it really experi- 
5 enc'd 
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enc'd and truely related. Enough ſurely to make the 
deniers of Spirits and Apparitions great liars, and if not 
to convitice them in this world, enough to ſhame them 
hereafter, For all men ſome time or other will be made 
aſhamed of their lies and errors: But better to be con- 
vinced now in time than hereafter. 


e „„ oo „ d © 


Of Apparitions, c. in the Pariſh of Bedwellty. 


. RO M under the hand of the Revd, Mr. Roger 
Rogers, born and bred in this Pariſh, I have the 

Ir : ; 

64 following very rematkable relation. 

T ? XII. Aremarkable and odd fight v ha in July 1760, 

_ acknowledg'd and conſeſſ'd by ſeveral credible eye wit- 

pL neſſes of the ſame; i. e. by Lewis Thomas Jenkin's two 

e 


: 9 daughters, virtuous and good young women ( their father 
a, good. man and a ſubſtantial Freeholder) his man ſervant 
and maid / ſervant, Elizabeth David a neighbour. 10 


7 = neighbour. Who were all making hay in a field called 
of N Y | » Weirgled Vawr Davolog. The firſt fight thewſaw was 


the reſemblance of an innumerable company of ſheep, or 

4k ſomewhat like them, over a bill, called Keven Rhychair, 
oppoſite to the place where the ſpectators ſtood, about 4 
quarter of a wile | diſtant from them. Soon after tbey 
ſaw them go vp 5 2 place called Leven Rhychdir ucha, 
about half a Mile diſtant from them; and then they went 


to 7 

— out: of their ſight, as if they vaniſhed in the airs But 
at MR again they had another fight” of them about half an hour 
ve before ſun ſet, they all ſaw them at the ſame time, but all 
ler of them did not ſee them in the fame manner, but in 
y. ferent forms. Two of theſe perfons Naw them like 
he WW. feeps ſome ſaw them He grey=Hounds, ſome like 
ſwine; ſome like naked Infants, They a in 


the ſhade of the mountaiw between them and the fun; the 
10 | C2. the 


tenant of the faid Lewis Thomas, and Edmund Roger a ; 


* 
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the people that ſaw them ſtood in the ſun ſhine. The 
firſt ſight was as if they roſe up out of the Earth; - This 
was a notable appearance of the Fairies ſeen by many 
credible witneſſes. * The ſons of Infidelity are very unrea- 


ſonable not to believe, not only many ſingle, but double 
and treble witneſſes of the appearance and being of Spirits. 


XIII. Asovr the end of the laſt century, there lived 
in the Valley of Syrowy in this pariſh, David Ziles, an 
honeſt ſubſtantial Freeholder, but whoſe houſe was often 
troubled in the night by Witches, who were very miſchi= 
vous, deſtroying the milk, &c. and the thing was known 
far and near. In proceſs of time, Hopkin David a 
Quakor, by trade a Turner, came there to work, and 
one night when he was there, theſe Witches made a 
diſturbance, and as he apprehended, moved his tools ; 
upon which he roſe out of bed, and came down and ſaw 
them in the ſhape of extraordinary looking Cats, and 
Knowing what they were, ſpoke to them, and aſked one 
of them who art thou, and what is toy name? To 
which ſhe anſwered, Ellor- Sir-Gart, i i. e. Carmarthenſhire 
Eleanor. Aſked another, who art thou, and was anſwered, 
Mawd Anghyvion, i. e. unrighteous Mawd; and the other 
anſwered the ſame queſtion, 1/be/ anoneft, i. e. unjuſt 
Jeſebel, to which he anſwered, unjuſt is thy work in 
medling with my tools; and he ſeverely reproved, and 
threatned them; for now they had betrayed themſelves, 
and were in danger of puniſhment ; and they did not 


trouble the houſe afterward. This good; the honeſt 


Woke did * an innocent honeſt family. 


Hap his. Majeſty King 8 the U. read the 
piſtory of Witchcraft, and known as much as. we do in 
ſome parts of Wales, he would not have called upon his 
parliament to determine that there are no ſuch things as 
Witcher, and his parliament would have hardly comple- 


* — mented 


* 
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mented him therein, — If they thought that there never 


were ſich things as Witches in the world, the ſcripture 
is againſt, them both the old and new Teſtament. For 


there were Witches in the days of Saul, and in the days 
of Paul, elſe he would not have wrote, O fooliſh 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that you ſhould not 
obey the truth? Gal. iii. 1. Yet his Majeſty is in 
ſome meaſure to be excuſed, as there are much fewer of 
thoſe ſort of people in Wales ſince the preaching of the 
Goſpel hath prevailed in it. As for me I knew but one 
woman in all the pariſh of Aberyſtruth who was ſuppoſed 
to be a Witch. Her ſon in law was nearly poſitive that 
ſhe was ſuch. I doubt ſo too, tho' her daughter was 
certainly a good von you. "= beyond many. good 
people. - — 
Tau, here was no proper Apparition of Spirits, yet 
here was an Apparition of perſons transformed by, and 
acting under the Influence of evil Spirits in the houſe of 
ME Ziles, i in the RAY of — | 


XIV. H. As ang A deep dealer, nd 1 ole 
ſheep from William David Richard of Rumney, the ſaid 
William David Richard or ſome perſon employed by: him, 


went to a dealer in the black Art, who did ſomething to 
H. A. that he could not ſee William David Richard's $ 


| Sheep. He could ſee all other, but none of William 
David © Richard's ſheep. A pretty puniſhment for a 
thief, — if i it did not come from an evil cauſe. | 


xv. Jour Jacob, a 7 ayler in this pariſh whom F 
knew, and was a man of ſenſe and judgement; far 


enough from being fanciful and ſuperſtitious, Many years 
ago now, travelling by night, even in the neighbour- 
hood loſt his way. The Fairies among whom he was now 


failen, cauſing the Ways, which he well knew before, 
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to look ſtrangely different from what they really were; 


which indeed they had power often to do, and all of a 
ſudden to his great ſurprize ſaw himſelf for ſome time 


in a Town, and the reſemblance of ſhops, as there are 
in Towns, which all of a ſudden vaniſhed; and he 

—_faw where he was, and came to à neighbour's houſe 
where he ſat mute and heavy; and being aſked the reaſon 
of it, declated what he had ſeen; he was more heavy, 
and did not live long afterward. We have little appre- 
henſion in our embodied. ftate, of the power of diſembodied 
Spirits, till the all: ſhewing light of eternity opens upon 
us, which. will amaze us. with the new and great know- 
ledge of things paſt and preſent, 


XVI. E. T. travelling by night | many yearas ago 
over Bedwellty mountain towards the Valley of Ebwy 
Vawr, where his houſe and eſtate is, within the Pariſh 


of Aberyſtruth, ſaw the Fairies on every ſide of him. 
Some dancing, heard: alſo. the ſound of hunting, and of 
the hunting horn, ſo that he began to fear, But calling 
to mind his having heard, if any perſon ſaw the Fairies 
about him, and drew out his knife they would preſently 
vaniſh. He did fo, and he faw them no more. This the 
old Gentleman ſeriouſly related to me not long ago, and 
he is a ſober man, and of ſuch ſtrict veracity that I heard 


- him confeſs a truth againſt himſelf, when he was like to 
ſuffer loſs for an imprudent ſtep; and tho' he was per- 
ſuaded by ſome not todo it, yet he would tell the truth, 
tho to his own hurt: ſuch is the honeſty of his nature. 
I mention this to obtain credit to the above relation, to 
weaken the Saduceiſtical Infidelity; - for Infidelity ſome 


times, and this among the reſt, is very obſtinate to yield 
to both reaſon and ExPETIence, 


CG 


XVII. Very many years ago on a watch night at che 
houſe of Meredith Thomas, after the death of his child 
about 
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about four years old; the watch nights then being very 
profanely kept in ſome parts of Wales; the relations of the 
dead were ſo filly as to ſuffer it, tho“ it looked like an 
inſult upon their mourning and miſery, and had not 
the ſenſe and eourage to forbid it. Few beſides the 


Diſſenters did, but ſufferd it as a cuſtom, and becauſe 
the pretence was to divert the relations of the dead, 


and to lefſen their ſorrows ; and ſo improperly and im- 
piouſly turned the houſe of mourning into a houſe of 
mirth, contrary to the Scripture declaration, Eccl, vii, 
2. It is better to go to the houſe of mourning 
than to go to the honſe of feaſting: for that is the 
end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.” 
But now, God be thanked the light of the Goſpel hath 
prevailed againſt this madneſs, There came into the 
houſe at this time ſome ſober perſons. Margaret An- 
drew, and William Harry Rees, both of the Baptiſt perſua- 
fion ; but there came alſo two profane men. Thomas 
Edward Morgan, and Anthony Aaron, (not much to 
the liking of the reſt of the company) who went to play 
Cards, and ſwearing very badly, but none elſe did play 
with them. | 


WuiLE they were playing and ſwearing in their play, a 
lamentable groaning noiſe was heard at the window, 
which ſurprized all except the two men. William Harry 
Rees perſuaded them to give over, and+for ſome time 
they did deſiſt, and the groaning noiſe ceaſed. When 
the noiſe ceaſed, they went to it again; (for very wicked 
men are commonly very incorrigible) and then the 
lamentable and lamenting noiſe was renewed and 
was louder. But when they were again deſired 
to defiſt, they ſaid it was nothing but ſome body 
| that played tricks to frighten them; upon which William 
Harry Rees told them it was no man, but that the evil 
Spirit had been a while by the houſe, and might come 

13 | in 
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in and appear if they did not deſiſt, and deſired them 
to give over. Theſe hardy men yet would not venture 
out to ſee who 'played tricks, But one of the company 
bolder than the reſt, for they all now began to fear, ſaid. 


J will take the dogs with me and ſcour about the 


houſe, and ſee if there is any perſon about it. According- 
ly he took the prime ſtaff, and began to hollow to call 
the hound and the dogs to go out, but the dogs would 
by no means go. out, having likely heard-the groaning 
ſound and feared, but ſought to hide themſelves under 


the ſtools, and about the people's feet. And tho' they 


pouted and beat them, yet they would not go to the door ; 
upon which William Harry Recs ſharply told the two 
men to give over, all the reſt joining with him; for now 
they were fully perſuaded that there was an inviſible 


agent near them. The two men themſelves at laſt gave 
over, being convinced there was ſomewhat extraordinary 


in it. The thing was reported about, and had good effect 
to prevent this wicked practice in that neighbourhood 
and about unto this day. And it may be for ever. 


Tris was related to me by Eliz. Ifaac, an eye and ear 
witneſs of this extraordinary fact, and a woman of care- 


ful veracity, and confcientious to tell the truth. 


Wr have heard of other places where people played 
Cards until the devil came among them, which hath . 
much leſſened the practice; which yet alas much abounds 
in many places in this very ſinful profane kingdom. Our 
parliament is buſy in ſeeking the welfare of this king- 
dom. It is to be wiſhed they would extend their virtue 
againſt this wicked dangerous recteation. But alas, it 
doth not enough appear that they are careful to prevent 
fin and profaneſs, which is the only thing that can 
prevent the ruin of this kingdom, whoſe welfare they 
continually ' ſeek, and ſtudy in another way; tho' after 

at | all 
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all this, the only way to prevent it, is to prevent all man- 
ner of fin and profaneneſs, as far as it can be done. They 
do indeed clearly ſee the miſery of the kingdom, for it 
is great, and they experience it, and juſtly lamented. it; 
but they do not ſufficiently attend to the only cauſs of 
this the great ſinfulneſs in the kingdom. Should any great 
effect be conſider'd, and the cauſe be wholly over look- 
ed, without which the effect would not be, could not be. 
It is a wonder to many, how ſo many wiſe and clear 
ſigbted men in other things cannot ſee this. They are 
men of learning, readers of hiſtories, and cannot bug ſee 
that fin hath been the ruin of empires, kingdoms, families, 
and particular perſons, The Duke of Richmond (1 think 
it was) did once in the houſe of Lords fpeak to, 


purpoſe, (and we honour him for it) that ſin and 1 
neſs was the cauſe of all our evils, and that the King 


ſhould be addreſſed upon this head. But it ſeems ne was 
not much minded, tho' nothing could be more properly 
and neceſſarily ſpoken. He was not ſeconded. by the 
biſhops who ſhould be foremoſt in this work,. — . 


ſort of men are theſe biſhops ?— ES 


0 Hpparition, e, in the Pariſh of Mmnithiſloin, 


AN Y years ago, John the ſon of Watkin Elias 
Jones, a ſubſtantial ' man of this Pariſh, after 
his Father's death, plowing in a field, when the Oxen 


reſted, ſent the lad which drove the Oxen to fetch ſome⸗ 
thing which he. wanted, and before the lad came back, 


he ſaw a. Cloud coming croſs the field towards him, 
which came to him, and ſhadowed the Sun from bim; 
and put of the Cloud came a voice to him, which aſked 
him, of which of three diſ-afes, the Feaver, the Dropſy or 
the Conſumption he would chuſe to die, for one of 
them he muſt chuſe in order to his end. He choſe to 


die of the, Conſumption, He let the Oxen go home 
D with 
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with the lad, and finding himſelf inclin'd to ſleep laid 
down to ſleep, and when he awaked he was Indiſpoſed, 
and fell by degrees into the Conſumption whereof he died. 
Yet lived more than a year after he had ſeen the Appa- 
rition of the Cloud, and heard the ſupernatural voice 
out of it. Some .ſay, that he ſaw the ſimilitude of a 
venerable old man in the Cloud ſpeaking to him, and 1 
believe it was ſo, and that it was the diſembodied Spirit 
of ſome good man, likely one of his anceſtors, and not 
an Angel; for Angels do not appear like old men, nor 
is it proper they ſhould, becauſe' there is no decay in 
them as in men ſubject to mortality. It is not un- 
reaſonable to think, that ſome times at leaſt, the Spirits 
ef the Saints departed are miniſtering ſervants to the 


heirs of Salvation as well as the Angels, and under the 
name of Angels, ſeeing they have a nearer relation, and 


therefore an equal, if not a ſuperior propriety to do 
this. Tt is thought to be the Spirit of a departed Saint 
who ſpoke to John, Rev. xix. 10.“ And I fell at his 
feet to worſhip him. And he ſaid unto me, See thou do. 
it not: I am thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy brethren, 
that have the teſtimony of Jeſus. Worſhip God: for 
the teſtimony of Jeſus is the Spirit of prophecy.” It would 
be odd that the Angels ſhould ſerve in the_ Church mili- 


tant upon earth who were never members of it, and that 
none of thoſe who have been members, and have more 


experience of it ſhould never ſerve in it. 


" Hz became very ſerious after this, tho' ſome times a 
little fretful. He would often read and ſhed tears in 
reading, and before his death gave good advices to the 
family to be weaned from the world, to think of the 
ſhortneſs of time, the certainty of death; and to prepare 
for eternity: &c. He did not tell of the Apparition till 
within ſix weeks of his death. His great Grand- father 


was an excellent miniſter, the Revd. Mr. Watkin Jones 
728 at 
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gat Penmain : ſeveral of whoſe family have been, and ate 


religious, and fair and beautiful perſons. The promiſe 
is, but too little minded and pleaded, that God ſheweth 
mercy to them that love him, to the third and fourth 
generation. And what a ſinful negle& and hurtful 
folly it is to neglect this great and precious promiſe, 
which if pleaded in faith and earneſtneſs, would be ac- 
compliſhed by him who hath, ſaid, © Aſk and it ſhall be 


given you; ſeek and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall 
be opened unto you.” Math. vii. 7. 


* 


XIX. Bur there is an account of a different kind of 
Spirit, which about four ſcore years ago, eame to the houſe 
of Job John Harry, living at the Truyn in this Pariſh, and 
ſtay'd there from ſome time before Chriſtmas until Faſter 
wedneſday, which was the laſt day of his abiding there. In 
which ſpace of time it ſpoke and did many things which 
were very remarkable, as being done by an invifible 
Spirit. The report of it ſpread very far, and was in 
every man's mouth for a long time, and is ſtil] remembred 
and ſpoken of at times. Being aware that ſome things 
might be added in the report, and other things altered 
from what they really were, I chuſe not to relate all that 


I heard, but what I judge moſt likely to be true, At fi: i | 


it came krocking at the door, chiefly by night, which 
it continued to do for a month's time, by which they 


were often deceived to open it. At laſt it ſpoke to one 
who opened the door, upon which they were much ter- 


rified, which being known, brought many of the neigh- 
bours ten or twelve in a night to watch with the ſamily, 
T. E. fooliſhly brought a Gun with him to ſhoot the 
Spirit, as he ſaid, and fat in the corner. But as Job was 
coming home that night, having been abroad, the Spirit 
met him i in the lane near the houſe, aad told him that there 
Was 2 man come to the houſe to ſhoot dim, dut faid be, 
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thou ſhalt ſee how I will beat him. As ſoon as Job was 
come to the houſe ; Stones were thrown at the man who 
brought the Gun, and he had ſore blows, and in vain did 


ſome of the company ſeek to hide and defend him from 
the blows, for the Stones did hit him and none other 
ſo that he was oblig'd to go home that time of night, 
When he ſpoke, which was not very. often, it was moſtly 


out of the Oven by the hearth's ſide. He would ſome 
times in the night make ſome muſic with Harry Job's 
Fidle. One time it ſtruck the Cupboard with ſtones, the 
marks of which were to be ſeen, if they are not there ſtill. 


Oxce he hit Job a gentle ſtroke upon his Toe, when 
he was going to bed, upon which Job ſaid, Thou art 


curious in ſmiting, to which the Spirit anſwered, I can 
hit thee where I pleaſe. They were at laſt grown 


fearleſs and bold to ſpeak to him; and his ſpeeches and 


actings were a recreation to them, ſeeing he was a familiar 
kind of Spirit which did not hurt them; and inform'd 
them of ſome things which they did not know. An old 
man, more bold than wiſe, hearing him juſt by him, and 
threatning to ſtick him with his knife, had this proper 
anſwer from him; Thou fool, how canſt thou ſtick 
what thou canſt not ſee with thine eyes! ? He told them 
that he came there from Pull y Gaſſeg, i. e. Mare's 
Pit, a place ſo called in the adjacent mountain, 
and that he knew them al! before he came there, 
One notable paſſage was this, B. the wife of M. 
R. of L—1 deſired one of the family to aſk the 


Spirit who had killed W. R. the Scotchman. As 
ſoon as he came home he did ſo, and the Spirit's anſwer 
was, Who bid thee aſk that queſtion ? Blanch y Byd, i, e. 
Worldly Blanch ; by which name ſhe was often men- 
tioned afterward, "ho was a creditable ſubſtantial woman, 
of no evil qualities, but that ſhe was. uncommonly induſt- 
rious to gain the world, tho' ſtill in an honeſt way, and 
5 25 l ſhe 
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ſhe would alſo do ſome charities. Some of her poſterity 
are virtuous, creditable, ſubſtantial people. On Eaſter 
wedneſday he left the houſe, and took his farewel of the 
man of the houſe in theſe words, Dos yn rach Fob, i, e. 
Farewel- Jobz to which Job ſaid, Wheie goeſt thou! 
He was anſwered, Wheie God pleaſes, The perfor 
whom he ſeemed chiefly to regard was Harry Job, if he 
regarded any, for the Spitits of hell, the leaft wicked 
among them, for they ditter much in degrees of wickeds 
nels, cannot be thought to be right friends to men, whe 
are enemies to God, or if they be fo, in any meature, it 


is ftom ſelfiſh views; 3 As Dives in hell was concern'd 


for his brethren upon earth; 7 Luke xvi. 27, 28. Doubt- 
lefs this was one of - thoſe fort of Spirits which the 


Setiptäre in fevetal places An. familiar Spirits, and 
ſpeaks much about them. Warning the people of Ifrat 


from ſeeking after them, Levit. Kix. a. which intimate 
they would not have come to them if” they did not feel - 


after them, and therefore more in fault in' that reſpect 
than the Spirits themſelves: Ordering the ſeekers aſter 
and the workers with familiar Spirits to be ſtoned to 
death, and to be deſtroyed from the land of the living, as 
not fit to be among men on earth, but among the Devils 
in hell: yea very meet to be with the Devils ia hell whs 
deſite their com pany on earth. 


THis ſhews what a capital fin this was, which deſerved 


an immature violent death. It i is mentioned as one of : 


the - monkrous Kine of Manaſſeh that he dealt. with a 
familiar Spirit, 2 Cron. 25 xiil, 6. It is ſaid that the 


Lord flew Saul King of Iſrael becauſe he- aſked counſel 
of one that had a familiar Spirit, 1 Chron. x. 13, 14. 


They are called familiar Spirits becauſe they make ſome 
poor ſhew of familiarity, and do ſome Kind of ſervices; 


but their ſervices are evil, and for evil ends. 
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_ Tis Spirit at the Truyn in Monithiſloin was of this 
fort ; He never ſhewed any ſigns of virtue and goodneſs 
in any reſpect. I choſe not to think that it was one of 
the fallen Angels, properly called Devils, but a di:.bolis'd 
human Spirit who had lived in fin, and died in a ſtate of 
enmity to God. I had once an opportunity to ſpeak 
with David Job, whom I ſeveral times ſaw at the meeting 
at Penmain, who ſeemed to me to be a ſober man, and 
aſked him about the Agency of this Spirit at his father's 


houſe, he owned the ſubſtance of what was reported, 
dut hinted that the cauſe of the Spirit's coming there, was 


his Brother Harry's making uſe of ſome Magic Spells,— 

yet without a deſign of bringing the Spirit there, but for 
fome other idle purpoſe. Harry Job was a ſcholar, and 
brought up his ſon to be @ conſiderable ſcholar. He for 
fome time kept School, and roſe up to be a clergyman in 
the Church of England. I did not hear much com- 


mendation of him, He was a remarkable beautiful 
young man; had a moſt lovely complexion, and his 


countenance vety attracting to the ſight : It is not eaſy 


to ſee the like of him, 


THEsE are two of many Inſtances in Monithifloin, 
the one good, and the other bad, | 


ad Apparitions, &c. in the Pariſh of Lanhithel, 


E E S John Roſſer, torw at Hen-dj i in this Pariſh, 
a virtuous man and led a very holy life to the day 


of his death, after he was come from the Army of the 


parliament, and the civil war was ended, when a young 
man going early before day to feed the Oxen at a barn, 


called Yſzybor y lann, and having given hay to the Oxen, 
went to ſleep upon the hay, but while he reſted there he 


could hear fine muſick coming near the barn, and pre- 


ſently a large company came in to the floor of the barn 
with ' 
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with ſtriped cloaths, and ſome of them appeared more 
gay then others, and there danced at their muſick. He 
lay:down as quiet as he could, thinking they would not 
ſee him, but in vain ; for one of them a woman appear- 
ing better than the reſt, brought him a ſtriped Cuſhion 
with four taſſels, one at each corner of it, to put under his 
head. After ſome time the Cock crew at the houſe of 
Blacne y Koome hard by, upon which they appeared, as 
if they were either ſurprized, or diſpleaſed, and the Cuſhion 
was haſtily taken from under his head, and they went away. 
Theſe Spirits of darkneſs do not like the crowing of the 
cock, becauſe it gives notice of the approach of the day, 
for they love dai kneſs rather than light. They ſurely 
belong to the kingdom of darkneſs, who hate and avoid 
the light of the Sun; and if they are averſe to the light 
of the natural Sun, how much more ſo, to the light of 
Chriſt, the Sun of the Spiritual world? And it hath been 
ſeveral times obſerved that. theſe Fairies cannot endure 
to hear the name of God. So far they are | alienated 
from him, and become his enemies; and this is the 2 
work of their creature ſin in perfection of ſtrength, 


XXI. Mary, M. living by Crynhyn bridge many year 
ago now, ſtanding upon the bridge, heard a weak voice 
like that of one in diſtreſs going up the river ſaying, O 
Duw beth y wnaf fi ? O Du beth y wnaf fi? i. e. O God 
what ſhall I do? O God what ſhall 1 do? At firſt ſhe 
thought it a human voice of one in diſtreſs, but while ſhe 
conſiderd the voice, ſuddenly a great terror ſeized her ſo 
that ſhe thought that her hair moved, and ſhe could not 
move either forward or backward from the place, but 
ſeeing a young couſin of hers ſtanding in the yard of the 
houſe near the bridge, with great difficulty called upon 
her, who alſo had heard the voice, and came to her; 
when ſhe came to the houſe ſhe fainted : the lamentable' 
voice, which ſhe heard, was moſt propably the voice of 
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ſome diſemhodied ſpirit, who;had lived and died in fin; 
and felt the wrath of God for is: which will make all im- 
penitent ſinners, cry at laſt! Our Saviour who perfectly 


knows hell, faith ; Mathe xxv. 30. That it is 4 place of 


weeping and gnaſhing of testh, in anger at themiclves 
for having unneceſſarily loſt heaven, and fallen into 
miſery... Od that we could prevail with men tn fear hell 
and damnation, and the ſin that leads to it. Voices froth 
bell are ſome times heard, yet prevail not. Fhis woman, 
is ſtill livigg, who hear'd - the:lamentable voice and was 


terrified, is not yet converted to God, tho ſhe: leads nat 


a profane vicious life. It is time for her to turn to God, 


left ſhe ſhould be made to make the ſame moan. her ſelf 


under the wrath of he: af * other e 

XXII. Lanes mountain 3 much 
talked of, and ſtill remembred concerning an Apparition 
which led many people aſttay both by night and by day, 
upon this mountain. The Appafition was the reſem- 
blance of a pbor old woman with an oblong four cornered 
Hat, aſh coloured cloaths, her apron thrown back ward upon 


| Her ſhoulder, wich a pot or wooden kann with two hoops 


about the middle of it, in her hand, ſach-as-pdor people 


went about with to fetch milk, always going before them 


at ſome coſidei able diſtance, ſome times orq ing out Miu 
up. Whoever ſaw this Apparition whether: by night 
or in a miſty day, tho' well acquainted with the Way, was 
ſure to loſe his way; for they did not ſee the way as it 


really was, but very different; and fo far ſome times the 


* faſcination was, that they thoaght they were going to 


their journey's end when they were really going the con- 


trary way. Some times they heard her cry. Wow up ;; 


the very word which hunters uſe in tbis country. when 
the Hare is killed, when they did nat ſee her. Some 
times the cry heard by. ſome when they went out at night 
8 fetch Gouly or water dec. hard by, and preſently : 

2. r Would 


OF APPARITIONS, &, 23 


would hear it a far off, upon the oppoſite mountain, in 
Aberyſtruth Pariſh ; and ſome times paſſing by their Ears. 
The people have it by tradition, that it is the Spirit of one 
Juan White, who lived time out of, mind, in theſe parts, 
and thought to be a Witch ; becauſe the mountain was 
not haunted with her Apparition before, but after her death. 
At firſt,” when people loſt their way, and ſaw her, they 
thought it was a real woman, which knew the way, were 
glad to- ſec her, and endeavoured to over-take her, and 
to enquire about the way, but they could never over-take 
her, nor would ſhe ever look backward ; ſo that they never 
ſaw her face, | 3 . 


SHE hath been ſometimes ſeen and heard upon other 
mountains, even as far up as the Black mountain in 
Breconſhire. For Robert Williams of Langattock Crick- 
howel, a ſubſtantial man of undoubted veracity, who 
died ſome years ago, traveling over part of the Black 
mountain by night, ſaw her, and having loſt his way was 
glad to ſee her to enquire about the way, thinking ſhe 
was a real woman who knew the way, and was traveling 
that way, and therefore called upon her to ſtay for him, 
but having no anſwer, thought ſhe was deaf, and baſtned 
his pace; that not availing, he ran, thinking to over- 
take her, but could.not, but rather loſt ground by running ; 
at which he wondred, for he could not think it was 
a Spirit he ſaw, and heard; for when in ſeeking to over- 
take her he happened to ſtumble, or put his foot in a 


plaſhy pit, and his vexation increaſed, he heard her 


* 


| Fr 
laugh at it like an old woman. At laſt he ſaw himſelf 
in a dangerous place, and being greatly wearied, and in 


much trouble of mind, had other thoughts of the Ap- 


parition; but happening to draw out his knife to ſome 
purpoſe, ſhe vaniſhed away, and he ſaw where he was, 


found his way home, and glad, to be delivered. from 
the unmerciful deluſion. She led one man backwards ws 
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and forwards in a miſty day at Pen y ddoi-gae mountain, 
for after traveling much, he ſtill came to a buſh of ruſhes, 
this gave him ſo great a concern, that he afterward made 
a ſong of eomplaint and reproach againſt her, in which 
he mentiaped her four cornered hat, &c. but her chief 
haunt was on Lanhithel mountain. I remember when I 
was a young Lad in Aberyſtruth Pariſh, that now and 
then we heard of this and that perſon” having loſt his 


way in coming home from Pont y Pool Market, upon that 
mountain, 


T once met a woman of the next Pariſh, who together 
with her young daughter, had loſt her way in the day 
time, and were very weary, eſpecially the young Laſs, 

| whom I put in the way. And indeed I my ſelf loſt the 
bi | | way two or three times in the day time, on this mountain; 
| cho I knew it very well, and that it is no more than a 
mile and a half long, and about half a mile broad. Once 
T loſt the way, and being come from the mountain 1 
called at a houſe where I had never been, and finding an 
uncommon inclination to it, J offered to go to prayer, 
which they admitted; and 1 was greatly welcomed. 
I was then about twenty three years of age, and had begun 
to preach the everlaſting Goſpel. They ſeemed to ad. 
mire that a perſon ſo young ſhould be ſo warmly diſpo- 
ſed ; few young men of my age being religious in this 
Country then. Much good came into this houſe, and 
Rill continues in it, 1 think the Lord - anſwered - my 
earneſt prayer, and if fo, the old hag got norhing by 
leading me aſtary at that time. And often it is, that 
— the malignity of evil Spirits is turned for good to them 
that fear God; and wonderful is the mercy that makes all 
1 things to work for good. Another time going over the 
mountain a horſe· back on a miſty day, and thinking ſhe 
might be near me, for ſhe was very buſy on that mountain ob- 


ſerving who paſſed over it, I faid in faith; Do thy worſt thou 
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old Devil, I will not loſe my way; and did not at that 
time. I think I once ſaw her in the day time, for I ſaw one 
exactly anſwering the deſcription, eroſſing the way at no 
great diſtance from me, I am not quite ſuce it was not 
a real old woman, tho' I muſt ſuſpe& it, becauſe ſhe 
never once looked towards me, and croſſed the moun- 


tain where there was no path. 


OF late years there is little talk about her, the light 
of the Goſpel hath driven her to cloſer quarters, in the 
Coal-pits and holes of the earth, till the day when ſhe 
ſhall be gather'd in the body to receive the everlaſting 
curſe, Math. xxv, 41. Depart from me, ye curſed, 


into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels,” 


XXIII. Fax back in the laft Century, as Jenkin John 


David was coming home late in the night from the Pariſh - 


of Aberyſtruth, and in the way paſſed by the great Thorn 
tree, upon the mountain dividing between Lanhithel 
and Trevethin Pariſh, not far from Blaen-nant-dee fields, 
thinking to go over the mountain to Blaen y Knew, a way 
about half a mile long, However he traveled much ; at 
laſt the bridle unaccountably fell off the horſe's head, 
he alighted to put it on, and looking where he was, faw 
that he was at the great Thorn, having rode his way 


backward. He went a horſe-back again, thinking then be 


could not miſs his way, but after traveling much, the 


bridle again was taken off the horſe's head, and the horſe \- 
ſtood ſtill and would go no farther, as if it apprehended” 


that his rider miſt his way; and having alſo tired, he 
alighted, and looked and ſaw he was again at the great 
Thorn. When he ſaw that, he did not go a horſe- back 
again, nor attempted. to croſs the mountain, but went by 
the hedge fide to HRtibor y Gruglwyn barn, under the 
eves of which he and his horſe, ſtayed all the reſt of the 


night, which was a long night in the month of November, 
22 The 
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The before mentioned Thorn is there ſtill, and muſt now 
be above a hundred years old; none can tell how much 
more. This is an inſtance of the longevity of the Thorn 
tree; the only one that comes to my Knowledge. The 
longevity of the Thorn tree, of every tree is worth notice, 
both in Divinity and Philoſophy. For the Scripture 
takes notice of it, Iſai. 65. 22. But the ſtupid world is 
careleſs and inſenſible of the works of God's power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs, as it is complained of, Iſai. v. 12. 


Tuis J. J. D. was the great Grand-father of the late 
Rev. Mr. Herbect Jenkins of Maidſtone, a diſſenting 
Miniſter of every excellence of mind and diſpoſition : 
Pofles'd alſo of every Kind of miniſterial gifts. Know- 
ledge in the Scripture, memory, voice, and utterance, &c. 
I am glad of this occaſion to make an honourable men- 


tion of him. 


XXIV. Tromas Andrew living at a place called the 

Farm, in this Pariſh, coming home by night, ſaw, by a 
wall-ſide in his way the ſimilitude of a dark man creeping 

on all four, ſcraping the ground, and looking aſide this 
* way and that way, and aſide backward ; and alſo mak 
ing ſome dreadful noiſes ; by which (as well he might be) 
he was terribly frighteried ; for it was indeed to every one 

that will particularly conſider it a dreadful appearance. 


XXV. ANOTHER time he was coming towards home, 
and ſome perſons together with him in the night time, he 


heard, as he thought, the ſound of hunting. He feared 
they were hunting the ſheep, and haſtened on to meet 
and hinder them ; he heard them coming towards him, 
tho' he ſaw them not. When they came near him, their 
voices were but ſmall, but increaſing as they went from 
him ; and down they went the ſteep way towards the river 


Ebuy, dividing between this pariſh and Monithiſloin, 
* whereby 
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whereby he knew that they were, what are called Cwr 
wybir, i. e. Sky Dogs; but in the inward parts of Wales, 
Cwn-annwn, i. e. Dogs of Hell, I have heard ſay that 
theſe ſpiritual hunting dogs have been heard to paſs. by 


the eves of ſome houſes before the death of ſome in the 
family, Thomas Andrew was an honeſt religious man, 


who would not have told an untruth either for fear or for 
favour, He is dead many years ago. 


THESE are not all the accounts of Apparitions which 
might be had in Lanhithel Pariſh, and yet theſe together, 


already given, are a bruiſing blow to the Saduceiſm and 
Atheiſm, 


Of Apparitions, &c. in the Pariſh of Bedur. 
M R, Henry Lewelin having been ſent by me, to 
Samuel Davies of Yfrad Devodoc Pariſh in Gla- 


morganſhire, to fetch a load of Books. Bibles, Teſta - 


ments, Watts's Pſalms, Hymns and Songs for children, 
the third of October, 1766, and coming home by night 
towards Monithiſloin, and having juſt paſſed by Chuyd 
yr Helygen * Ale-houſe, into a dry broad fair part of the 
lane, the Mare which he rode ſtood ſtill, and would go 


no farther, but drew backward, and preſently he could 


ſee a living thing round like a bowl rolling from the 


right hand to the left, crofling the Jane, moving ſometimes ; 
ſlowly, ſome times very ſwiftly, ſwifter than any creature 


on earth could, if not ſwifter than a bird flying, tho? it 


had neither wings nor feet; altering alſo its ſize, appear- 
| | 


Near Clwyd yr Helygen in times paſt, and near the place of the 


Apparition, the Lord's day was greatly profaned : It may be alſo the 
adverſary was angry at the good Books and the Book - bringer; for it 
knew what burden the Mare carried. 


'F * . 


> ER. DI GT ET EY 


30 OF APPARITIONS, &. 


ing three times, leſſer one time than another; it appeared 
leaſt when near him, and ſeemed to roul towards the Mare's 
belly. The Mare then would go forward, but he ſtop'd 
her, to ſee more carefully what it was: He' ſtay'd, as he 
thought, about three minutes to look at it, but fearing 
to ſee a worſe fight, thought it time to ſpeak: to it, and 
ſaid, What ſeekeſt thou, thou foul thing? In the name of 
the Lord Jeſus go away; (Would a Socinian or an Arian 
fay fo?) and upon his ſpeaking this, it vaniſhed into 
nothing, as if it ſunk into the ground near the Mare's 
feet. It ſeemed to be of a rediſh colour with ſome 
mixture of an Aſh colour. 


I was glad to have this account from a ſtrictly honeſt 
and judicious man, perfectly free from enthuſiaſm and 
ſuperſtition ; eſpecially as he had in time paſt been diſ- 
puting with me againſt Apparitions. He did not indeed 
deny the being of Spirits, but thought, tho' he thought - 
unreaſonably, that men were deceived, and alſo told un- 
truths about Apparitions. But going home from my 


- houſe late at night, ſaw going before him the likeneſs 
of a big man, and having come to it, it was a dark thing 


without regular members, and therefore forbore ſaying 
good night to him, whom before he thought to be a man, 


he alſo at that _ inſtance remembered what he heard his 
father ſay, that traveling by, night upon. a loneſome 
mountain, and ſeeing an ill looking man, as he thought, 
coming to meet him, he ſaid, Nos dawch, i, e. Good night 
to you : to which he had no anſwer, but was ſeized with 
terror, upon which he ſaid to himſelf, I was miſtaken, 
no good night belongs to thee. Another time lying in 
bed in 2 chamber by himſelf, a ſtrong pluck was given 
to the hair of his head, ſo that his head was fore for 
three or four days after. This be own'd could be 
done by nothing but a Spirit. 


I was 
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I was glad that a perſon of, his great excellences of 
mind and office, was cur'd of this branch of Infidelity, 
It being very improper” that a preacher of the Goſpel, 


and: 2 Soldier againſt the Kingdom of darkneſs ſhould 


deny the Agency and appearance of the Spirits of darkneſs 


upon the earth. Mr. Lewelin is a preacher of the * 
in Suffolk, in the 3 way. 


of * c. in Machen Foe 


BO U;T: the year 1748. J. W. «James gang 


by night from Bedwes, with a young woman 
whom he pretended to court, towards Riſga-church wakes, 
an horſe-back. Before they came over againſt Certwyn 
Machen hill, the eaſt fide of it facing the Pariſh of Riſga, 
they could ſee the reſemblance of a boy going before 


them part of the way. But ſuſpected, by ſomething in 


the appearance, that it was not a real boy; as indeed ĩt 
was not, but a helliſh dangerous boy as it ſoon appeared 


for while they looked upon it, they could ſee it ſuddenly 


putting his head between his legs, and ttansforming 
into a ball of light tumbling a ſteep way towards the 
Certuyn, which is the top of the high Marben moun- 
tain; it being as eaſy for a Spirit to go up as to come 
daun hill. Preſeatly after, to increaſe their fear, they 
Eau} hear the jingling ſound; of Iron, and together with 
that they ſaw many great Stone-horſes with ſome dark- 
neſs about them, as it were drawing ſome Load between 
them, till they came to Pont y meiſtir bridge, and ſome what 
beyond it, and then turned to a croſs lane lead 


towards a houſe where a man newly dead was. wi 


they were gone a little way farther, they could ſee the 
earth cleaving and opening, and out of the pit came up 


2 Pillar or beam of fire very ſhining, and waving in 


the air, which made an impreſſion upon the young 
woman's Handkerchief of a yellow colour, yet-as if ſome- 
11 | what 
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what ſinged by the fire, which could never be — 
away, but continued as long as the Handkerchief: and 
ſeen by many, and among others by my brother's daughter 
living in Machen. It was an heavy night which they 
could never forget. Here was both an eye and ear witneſs, 
and ſomething to purpoſe to witneſs the being and ap- 


pearance of Spirits; and this the more to be credited as 
it made a ſerious impreſſion upon them, for the man 


afterwards ſoberly confeſſed he intended to debauch the 
young woman in this journey; but this prevented his 


evil intention. Was there not enough to convince a 
Sadducee, an Atheiſt, the ſtouteſt of them all, had _— 
* this N e ? 


"4 
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NE; W. J. a east man, being ſent to * 
meè to baptize his maſter's: Child, and upon the way 
hearing him ſpeak like a truly religious man, and enquir- 
ing how. he came under religious impreſſions, he gave 
me the W eee, and wonderful account. 


XXVII. THrar blinks a_ great | Sabbath breaker at 
Riſen Village, where he uſed to go to break the Sabbath, 
and one Lord's day having played, ang afterward gone 
to the Ale-houſe, and ſtaying there tilFnight, when he 
went towards home he could hear ſomething walking 
-* Fer bim in the way, and turning to ſee what it was, he 
could ſee the likeneſs of a man walking now by his ſide ; 
Us face he ſaw not, and he was afraid to look on it, as 
ring it was not a man but an evil Spirit, and therefore 
did not ſpeak to it, to wiſh him good night; and it was 
well he did not. The dreadful dangerous Apparition ſome- 
times walked after him, ſometimes by his ſide; always 
on his left ſide. At laſt the man-like appearance came 
to appear like a great Maſtiff-dog, whom he heard com- 
386 7 a ing 
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ing after him, and ſometimes ſaw him on his left hand, 


at which he was ſo terrified that he felt not his cloaths 
about him, neither did feel his own weight, the terror 
was ſo great; and which made it yet greater; after it na 

gone with him about half a mile, the dangerous com- 
panion, the helliſh-Dog blaz'd into a great fite as large as 
a ſmall field, with ſuch a noiſe as the fire makes in 
burning Gorſe. When he came to the houſe he went 
to bed without looking on the fire leaſt he ſhould faint, 
as they uſually do who have ſeen evil Spirits. But he 
had a diſmal night of it, thinking the evil Spirit ſtill 
near him, and it was ſuggeſted , to him that the Devil 
might have gone. away with. him for his wickednefs, and 
that if he amended not, that the Devil would have him. 


For ſome time he was ſerious. and, concern 'd to amend, | 


yet after that he became vain and regardleſs ; ; but not ta 


break the Sabbath as before; but was fully xeform'd by 
the preaching of the word, 


He related this to ſome young people his conipanions 
in vanity, who wanted to know the reaſon of his change; 


They gave him the hearing but mended little or no- 
thing; ſo true is the ſaying from heaven, Luke xvi. 30; 


31; If they hear got the word, they will not hear; tho? - 


one from thef dead came to warn them. Here is an 


inſtance of it in theſe young people, and in the young 


man himſelf, the relator of the extraordinary. viſion, for 
that did not convert. him, 


Tuts was one of the moſt REFS Apparitions Lhate 
heard of, and I have been thinking if an Atheiſt, a Deiſt, 
or 7 had the like trial which this man "had, 
whether he could continue in the unreaſonable monſtrous 
unbelief of the being and' Apparition of $pirſts : one 
would think it is S erer | | 
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WA 8 told, Auguſt 305 1760. that ae Was then 

living a young woman called Anne William Francis, 
who ſome tigie paſt going by night into a little grove of 
wood near the houſe, heard pleaſant muſick, and ſaw a 
company of the Fairies dancing there. And ſhe ſeeing 
the place pleaſant went with a pail of water there to 
. gratify them, and the next time ſhe went: there had a 


Sbilling in the place, and fo had in ſeveral nights after, 
untill ſhe had twenty one Shillings. But then her mo- 
S % ther finding the money, queſtioned her where ſhe had 
them, fearing ſhe had ſtolen them; the girl. would by 
no means tell until her mother went very ſevere upon 
her, if not to beat her, ſhe then was oblig'd to tell how 
it was, but had no more money after that. I could not 
learn in what reign the money was coined, but was told 
it was no late coin. We have heard of other places 
where ſome perſons had money from the Fairies, and an 
inſtance of it in this pariſh, Sometimes Silver ſixpences, 
but moſt commonly copper money pence and half pence. 
As they cannot make * it muſt be money loſt 
and hid by men. 0 * 


07 Apparitions, Oc. in St. Mellen's 1 


j N the pariſh of St Melens, in welſh, Llaneurug, ſome- 
times paſt was heard the Kyhirraeth, (a doleful dreadful 
noiſe in the night before a burying) and coming the 

ſame way that the corpſe was to come to Church, Thoſe | 
— that lived in the Village near the Church could not well 
| leep in their beds that night. And once: a certain 
| boy being ſent to fetch a horſe upon ſome occaſion, 

| ** 
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heard it crying in the Church. At firſt in one place, 


then it removed into another place and cried there, and 
from thence into another place, where it reſted; Some 
time after a corpſe was brought to the Church to be buri- 
ed, but ſome perſons came and claimed the grave; they 
went to another place, and that was alfo claimed ; they 
removed to a third place and' there had quiet, juſt as the 
boy declared. Now it is plain that the boy told the truth 
of what he. had ſeen, for he knew not what was to come 
to paſs; on the other hand that this crying Spirit exactly 
knew what would come to paſs, The knowledge of 


Spirits good and bad infinitely exceeds the knowledge of 


men upon earth. I never heard before of the Kybirraeth 


being i in any part of Monmouthſhire, it is chiefly to be 
heard i in Carmarthenſhire, &c, 


4 


__ 


Of Apparitions c. in the Town of Newport. 


R S. Morgan of Wipe a godly bender: 
told me, that ſome years before, there were two 


or three perſons drinking in a publick-houſe : two of 
them Officers of exciſe, one of them to ſhew his 


courage, and it may be becauſe he did not believe the 


exiſtence of Spirits, (there being of late, in the Town 
eſpecially, much Atheiſm and Infidelity taking place in 
the minds of men) ſaid he would go'to the Charnel and 
fetch a ſkull from thence, and did ſo, and they judged it 
might be a woman's ſkull, tho' the grave nearly deſtroys 
the difference between male and female before the bones 
are turned into duſt, and 'the difference then quite 
deſtroyed and known only to God. After they hat ſeen 
it he went with i it back : but in coming from the Church, 
a ſtrong wind, like'a whirlwind blew about him which 
brought with it a great terror; ſo that he declared he 


would not do ſuch a thing again for much. His wife, a 
| F 2 ſmart 
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ſmart ſenſible woman, told Mrs, Morgan that afterward 
in the night, his Cane which hung upon the wall did 
beat ſmartly againſt the wall, and ſhe was ſure it was 


done by ſome Spirit, and no accidental thing. 


Hers was a witneſs of the being of Spirits, DireAly 
and immediately in all likelyhood of the being of that 


878 whoſe ſkull was wantonly diſturbed. 


xXxxII. I have heard of a man who lived in my time, 
a man greatly enſtranged from all good, and was thought 
to uſe a dead man's ſkull to no good purpoſe, who not 
long after fell fick, and lay in his bed above ſtairs. And 
it was ſaid that a man appeared to him with a ſkull in 
his hand, with which he gave him a violent hlæw upon 
his head; ſo that he cried out, and his noſe bled. They 
heard the blow below ſtairs, and were not a little trou- 
bled at it, as indeed well they might. And he died ſome 
time after. Oh that he bad died penitently. | 


1 Trey. who have gone thro' the troubles of life 
ought. to: reſt in their graves until the reſurrection and 


the laſt judgement, when all ſhall receive from God ac- 


* 


cording to what they have done in the fleſh, from the 
Judge of all. 2 Cor. v. 10. The burning of the bones 
of the idolatrous Prieſts by King Joſiah is another 
thing, related in 2 Kings xxiii. 16. They were the 
minifters of Satan, and the wrath of God juſtly reached 


into the graves, and burned the bones of theſe ſoul- 


murderers. Extraordinary wickedneſs. hath' followed into 
the graves. of ſome, and hath prevented. many from going 
into the grave ; as Jezebel, Jehoiakim, and the houſe, 
of Jeroboam, Ec. which is the worſt judgement upon the 


body that can be i in this life, 


„ 
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of Apparitions, & c. in Lanibangel Lantarnam Pariſh. 


DWARD Frank a young man of this pariſh; hay« 
ing been to mend his ſhoes, and going home by night, 
heard ſomething walking towards him; and preſently ſaw 
fome big, tall, dark thing, without any regular ſhape, before 
him on the way, With much difficulty was enabled to fay; 
In the name of God what is here ? Turn out of my way; 
or I will ſtrike thee; It then difappeared. Prety ſoon 
after he was ſeized with the greateſt terror, fo that he 
felt not his cloaths about him, and preſently on the 
way before him, and between him and the hedge, two 
dun coloured things like poſts appeared; which put him 
to the utmoſt terror; ſo that he could hardly walk on, 
but ſeeing a cow not afar off he went towards her to 
lean upon ker, becauſe he could fearce ſtand; ſhe ſtayd 
for him, ſmelt him and ſuffered him to lean upon her. 
Going forward, and being ſcaree able to go, he called at 
a young woman's houſe with whom he was acquainted, Cs 
but ſo weak that he could not tell her who he Was, 
when ſhe aſted him, and would not open the door becauſe. 
ſhe did not know his voice. But apprehending he was a 
perſon in diſtreſs did open the door, and did let him in, 
and ſaw it was her well known neighbour. But he could 
not go home that night. This ſtory was told me by 
Abraham Lewelin, a wiſe religious wy who lodged in 
the ſame houſe with this young man. 


0 n, Sc. in the Parif of Tau. Na. 


A B OU T the begiriging of this Century, Margaret 
Richard of this Pariſh was gotten with child, by 
one Samuel Richard, for which ſhe was very ſorry and 


aſhamed, He however promiſed | to marry her; and on 
the 
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the day appointed, ſhe went with two or three perſons to 


Pant-Teag Church to meet him, who then lived ſome 


where in Glamorganſhire, but he did not come being 
ſick, or pretending to be ſo. After long waiting, and 


ſeeing he did not come, ſhe fell on her knees and prayed 
God he might neither have reſt in this world nor in that 
which was to come. Preſently after his death he came 
to appear to her and to trouble her. He never did appear 
when the Sun was on the ſky, but always between Sun 
ſetting and Sun riſing. She ſometimes ſaw him by her 
ſide, and ſhe would ſometimes ſay to him, What doſt 
thou want? or be quiet let me alone, Others ſaw him 
not, tho' ſhe complained of his haunting her ; but they 
often ſaw ſigns of his being with her, whence ſhe came 
to be called Marged yr Yſpryd, i. e. Spirit-Margaret. 
One notable ſign was this which was ſeen ſeveral times, 
For bringing the milk towards the houſe, and finding her 
ſelf ready to faint, would haftily throw the pail of milk 
upon the table, and the milk would not ſpill upon the 
table, nor even move in the pail; which was . indeed 
miraculous. And it came to be a practice with her to 
do this, which convinced all that ſaw it that it was the 
work of the Spirit which haunted her. Some time or 
other ſhe came to the houſe of Mr. Hercules Jenkins at 
Troſdra, and having ſtay'd till it was late in diſcourſe 
with Mrs. Jenkins about the Apparition, who deſired her 
to ſtay longer. She anſwered I muſt go now or elſe I 
ſhall be ſure to meet with him in the way. Mrs. Jenkins, 
a ſober wiſe gentlewoman, adviſed her to ſpeak to him, to 
tell him, thou doſt forgive him. She went away, 
and as ſhe was going over a ſtile at the end of a foot- 
bridge, where like Balaam's Aſs, ſhe had no way to go by 
him either to the right or left, he ſtay'd for her at the 
ſtile, Then ſhe aſked him what he wanted with her all 
along, to which he anſwered, I want nothing but do thou 


forgive me, and God will forgive thee, Forgive me, an! 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall be at reſt, and never trouble thee any more, She 
did forgive him, and he toak hold of her hand ſhook it 
in a friendly way and departed, and never appeared to 
her any more. Here is a leſſon againſt fornication, and 
a warning to people not to deal amiſs with one another, 


in this life, from the world of Spirits. His hand did not 
feel like the hand of a man, but like moiſt moſs. And 


before ſhe forgave him he ſeemed to have but half arms, 
but after ſhe forgave him, he ſeemed to have full arms, 
and bare up to his elbows, This ſtory was told me by 
Juſtice Jenkins, the ſon of Mr. Hercules Jenkins, and of 
Mrs, Joice Jenkins his wife, who had it from his honeſt, 
wiſe, virtuous Mother. He related it to me March 
1767. who farther told me that ſhe had a daughter then 
living in the Pariſh. 


No man will - queſtion Mr. Jenkins's . veracity, who 
is either acquainted with him, or hath heard of his 
Character. A gentleman of too much goodneſs to falſify 
a ſtory, and too wiſe to queſtion the being of Spirits. 
Here is another additional. and remarkable proof of the 
being and Apparition of Spirits from the other world ; 
which it would be unreaſonable to queſtion. ; 


07 Alert &c, in the Pariſh of Trevthin. 


M AN Y Apparitions have been ſeen in this Pariſh 
too tedious to relate, but ſome ſhall be related. 


XXXV. Anne, the Daughter of Herbert Jenkins, and 
ſiſter of the late Rev. and eminent miniſter of Chriſt, 
Mr. Herbert Jenkins of Maidſtone in Kent, a lovely 
young woman, eminently well diſpos'd to what is good, 
gave me the following relation of an Apparition which 
ſhe had ſeen in the Day time: i. e. 


* 
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Tuer going one evening to milk the Cows: by Rhitys 
newith, and going thro' the wood under Rbiw=ntwtth to ſeek 
them, ſhe ſaw like a black man ſtanding by a Hally-tree, 
The Bitch which was with her ſaw him alſo, and ran 
towards him to bark at him, upon which he ſtreteh- 
ed out bis black tongue, and the Bitch was fright- 
enced and ran back to the young woman turning about 


ber feet, for fear; upon which the young woman herſelf 


was much terrified, ſo that ſhe could not uſe her tongue, 


but went on, found the Cows and brought them back 
to their own field, from whence they had ſtrayed, An d 
paffing by the Warte back again, feared to lock upon 
it, leſt ſhe ſhould fee the ſame fight again; but being 
paſt it ſaw him again, very big in the middle and natrow 
at both ends, going before, treading very-heavily, ſo that 
the ground ſeemed to tremble under him. He went 
towards a ſpring in that field which is under  Rbiw- 
newith, called Ehnnon yr Yhryd, i. e. the Fountain of 
the Spirit ; becauſe of an Apparition formerly ſeen by it. 
About which he fetched a turn, and went over the 
tile from that field into the Rbiw-nzwith, the common 
way ſo called, and there he whiſtled ſo exceedirig ſtrong, 
that the Koome, the narrow Valley echoed it back, and 
then departed and ſhe felt herſelf well. I make no doubt 
of the truth of this, from ſo vittuous a young woman, 
who indeed feared God. 


Tats young woman's grandfather William Jenkins, 
for ſome time kept School at Trevthin Church, and com- 
ing home late in the evening, uſed to fee the Fairies 
under an Oak within two or three fields from the Church, 
between that and Newnith bridge. And one timehe went 


to ſee the ground about the Oak, and there was à reddiſh 


circle upon the graſs, ſuch as have been often ſeen under 
the female Oak, called in welſh Breußinbren, i. e. King- 


NN tree, 
"45 a | 
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tree, wherein they danced. And he was more apt to ſee 
them on friday evenings than at any other day of the 
week. Some ſay, in this country, that friday is apt to 
differ often from the reſt of the week with reſpe& to the 
weather; that when the reſt of the days of the week 
are fair, friday is apt to be rainy, or cloudy ; and when, 
the weather is foul, that friday is apt to be more fair. 
If there is any thing in it, I believe it muſt be with large 
and frequent exceptions, which yet may poſſibly conſiſt 
with ſome meaſure of reality in the matter; but of this 
I am no judge, having neglected to make obſervation 
of the matter. However the prince of the Kingdom 
of darkneſs is called the prince of the power of 
the air, and doubtleſs not for nothing ſo called. 
Eph. ii. 2. 1 

Tu Fairies dance in circles (which ſome writer, on 
the fide of Infidelity unreaſonably 'explain another way) 
in dry places, and the ſcripture ſaith that the walk of 
evil Spirits is in dry places, Math, xii, 44. chiefly under 
me ' Oak-tree, the female Oak more eſpecially, likely 
becauſe of its tnore ſpreading branches, and of a greater 
ſhade under it. Perhaps alſo, and very probably, becauſe 
of the ſuperſtitious, Idolatrous uſe made of it beyond 
other trees in the dark times of Paganiſm, which is an 


apoſtacy from God and true religion, in which the 


Spirits of darkneſs delight. 


FormMnLY, in the days of ignorance, when men bad 


no knowledge and faith in God, it was dangerous to 


cut down a female Oak in a fair dry place. Some were | 


faid to loſe their lives for it, by a ſtrange aching pain 
which admitted of no remedy, as one of my anceſtors 


did; but now that men have more nn and faith; 
this effect follows nts | 
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XXXVI. A woman born in this Pariſh, who once 
was thought to be virtuous and well diſpoſed, but after- 
ward was alienated from God, and gave to the luſt of 
the fleſh—— After her death ſhe appeared to her brother, 


a truely religious man, in his ſleep; gave him a puſh on 
his breaſt to awaken him to more attention. He knowing 
in his ſleep that ſhe was dead, ſaid to her, N. What doſt 
thou here now? Upon which ſhe groaned, and ſaid 
nothing. He then aſked where was ſhe, and how was it 
with her; her anſwer was, that ſhe was in a ſore cold 
place, and that there was a ſword over her head. When 
he ſaid to her, give God praiſe, much ſuch a word as 
Joſhua ſaid to the malefactor Achan, Joſh. 7. 19. give 
glory to the God of Iſrael, ” her anſwer was, no I 
will not: and departed. Her brother thought he ſaw 


R. W. J. with her, with whom ſhe had ſinned againſt 
the Lord. 


Tur are in a cold place indeed, who after death 
are ſunk. below the mercies of God, and the comfort of 
his mercies, where the warmth of bis mercies never reach- 
es. When God's people here on earth are deſerted, they 
are in the ſpiritual cold, and ſorely complain of it; Lam, 
3. 16. Kc. And yet tis not ſo cold as in hell, and they 
ſhall not come into the Sun again; but the Sun of Right- 


eouſneſs warmeth none in the bottomleſs pit. There 


is the eternal cold of diſcomfort, and the tormenting fire 
of God 's wrath. By the ſword over her (woe and alas 


_ for it) nothing can be properly meant, but the impen- 


ding ſentence of the final curſe, which ſhall be pronounced 
upon all the wicked in the great day of account; Math. 


25. 41. Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. ” Oh that people 
were afraid of this endleſs ſad condition, 

. BP XXXVII 


£ 
* 


OF APPARITIONS, Ke, 43 


XXXVII. Many years did the Spirit of Jenkin Parry | 
appear, and to ſeveral after his death, who having 
given away his large Eſtate from his relation : for a warn- 
Ang to all a round to beware of this kind of injuſtice, 
which gives ſo much trouble in the other world. 


XXXVIII. Tris puts me in mind of what was told 
me by an honeſt man, concerning Thomas Cadogan of 
Lanihangel Lantarnam, who had a large Eftate, nearly 
reaching from the mountain to the river, and yet ſaw it 
not enough, but removed his land-marks (being ignor- 
ant of the ſcripture which forbids it, Deut. xix. 14. 
or diſobedient to it) farther off into the land of a Widow 
woman, which was yet worſe, in order to enlrage his own, 


which after his death was a trouble to him; and therefore 
appeared to a woman of the neighbourhood traveling by + 
night, by aſtile which ſhe was to paſs over. And ſhe in a 
ſurpriſe, not recollecting that he was dead, ſuddenly aſked | 
him, Mr. Cadogan, What makes you to be here now ? to 
which he anſwered ; I was oblig'd to come, and defir'd 
her to tell ſuch a one to remove back the land-marks, 
which had been long injurious to the Widow woman ; 
and preſently vaniſhed away: upon which ſhe recolle&ed 
his death, and was much terrified. And well it was that 
it was kept out of her mind, like Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 
for a time. She declared the Apparition and his requeſt 
to the perſon he named, and it was done as he deſired. 
He had no ſon but three daughters to inherit his Eſtate. 
But as. if the judgement of God followed the opprefhon, 
they were ill married, and the Eftate is gone from the 
family. 


- Hap Mr. C. known and obeyed the word of the Lord, 
which forbids the oppreſſion of Widows, Exod. xxii. 21. 


and threatens for it, verſes 23, 23. he would not have 
G 2 been 
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been troubled for injuſtice, and nothing like judgement 
had followed his poſterity for it. But the world is ſtill 


bad, oppreſſions are ſtill continued and attempted, tho” 
there are warnings from heaven and hell againſt it, and 


Judgements for it executed abundantly upon the earth in 
all places, and at all times. 


Now if ſo many inſtances, from but thirteen of the 
numerous Pariſhes of the County of Monmouth, of the 
Apparitions and being of Spirits, how many more might 
be found in the reſt of the County? And how much more 
yet in the thirteen Welſh Counties might be found, 
againſt the oppoſite unbelief is eaſy to ſee, But I muſt 


proceed to give inſtances againſt it out of the reſt of 
the Counties of Wales. 


Of Apparitions, &c. In the Iſle and County of Angleſey. 


I Received the following account December 28, 1771. 
1 which I hope is authentick, from a young gentleman 
of Angleſey, concerning the Kev. Mr. Hughes, a Clergy- 
man of the Church of England, who was counted the 
moſt popular preacher, and therefore the moſt followed 
in the County; and upon this account envied by the reſt 
of the Clergy, which occaſioned his becoming a field 
preacher for a time; tho' he was received into the 
Church again. At one time going by night to preach, 
and his way being by an artificial eirele upon the ground | 
between Amiwch Village and St Elian Church, ſaid to 
be haunted by an evil Spirit. When he came near or 
entred into the Circle, the fimilitude of a Greyhound 
came : againſt him, and he was preſently pulled off his 
horſe and beaten, Next night, having occaſion to go 
that way, he went with an intention to ſpeak to the Spirit; 
he went, but was beaten again. It did not avail that he 
1 Was 
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was a big, ſtrong, courageous man, and ſuch he was; for 
who could fight with a Spirit! ? He did indeed fk to 
him, but had no anſwer. Another time, for it was ſtill 

in his way, he paſſed by without a horſe, and he then 
ſaw (I ſuppoſe in the eyes of his mind) that the Spirit 
was chained, and alſo ſaw how lar his chain reached, and 
ſtanding out of the reach of the chain, he queſtioned the 
Spirit, why he troubled thoſe who paſled by, and received 


for anſwer, That going with a company when he was alive 


to offer a Silver-groat which is expected and received 
at Elian Church; for fome Pariſh uſe be bad hid it 


under a ftone, ſaid he had loſt it to be excuſed from pay- 
ment, told Mr. Hughes where it was, who found and 


paid it : and the trouble cealed, There is ſomething add 
in the relation, but J deliver it as I had it from a perſon, 


who I am ſure would not knowingly tell an untruth, or 
otherwiſe than as he had it. 


Of Apparitions, &c. In Carnarvonſhire. 


BOU T the year 1758. at the houſe of 2 certain 
farmer in the Pariſh of Llaxllechyd, there was 2 
great diſturbance from an evil Spirit, caſting ſtones into, 
and about the | houſe, beating and wounding the people. 
The ſtones were of diverſe ſizes up to 27 pound weight. 
Some clergymen from Bangor, or Bangor ſide, came'there 
to read prayers, and they did their beſt with a good deſign, 7 
but they were alſo beaten and obliged to go away. 


Reading prayers was too weak a means to drive an 
enraged evil Spirit away. There was a neceivty of ſom 
perſons of a ſtrong faith, who had the Spirit and gift of 
prayer in ſome great meaſure, Moſt of the ſtones were 
river ſtones taken out of the river which runs hard by: 


the diſturbance was ſo great that that family removed. 
thence. The perſon who related the ſtory to the Rev. 


Mr. R. F. told him, he was ſtruck with a ſtone of 
about five pound weight, he thought. Of 
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Of Apparitions, &c, In Denbighſhire. 


HE Rev. Mr. Thomas Baddy, who lived in 

Denbigh Town, and was a diſſenting miniſter in 
that place, being gone one night into his ſtudy, for quiet 
fake, and there reading or writing, thought there was 
one behind him laughing and grining at him, which 
made him ſtop a little. It came again, if not a third 
time, and there he wrote on a piece of paper, that devil 
wounding ſcripture, 1 John ii. For this was the Son 


of God manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works of 
the Devil,” and held it backwaid towards him and the 


laughing ceaſed forever ; For it was a melancholy word 
to a fcoffing devil, and enough to damp him. And it 
would have damped him yet more, if he had ſhewn him 
Jam. ii. 19. The devils believe and tremble.” But 


he had enough for one time. God's people ſhould often- 
er wound him with the ſword of the Spirit than they do : 
but many are unſkilful in the armour and word of righte- 
ouſneſs, to their loſs and diſcredit. 


Mx. Baddy was a found ſubſtantial miniſter of the 
goſpel, and of an excellent character, a gentleman of 
family and ſubſtance (his elder brother one time being, 
high ſheriff of the County) and a very comely man; the 
Town of Denbigh did not underſtand his worth. He- 
tranſlated that excellent book, worth its weight in gold 
and more, Wadsworth's ſelf. examination, into Welſh, 
and very cleanly printed. It is not eaſy for any ſober 
minded perſon that hath a competent meaſure of know- 
ledge i in ſpiritual things, to read it, and not know whether 
he is a good man or not. I knew one man Jeremiah James 
of Aberyſtruth, who had more life and tenderneſs in his ſoul 


than very many profeſſots, who was greatly concern'd = 
know 


— — 0 
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know, whether he was a true Chriſtian or no; but not 
being able to underſtand it from the preaching he was 
urder, which indeed was not very ſpiritual and expe- 
rimental, but by reading of this clear plain book, he came 
to it, as he expreſſed it, that he was in ſome meaſure a 
Chrittian, 


Mr. Baddy was the grandfather of the late Rev. Mr. 


David Jordine, who was the Tutor of the Orthodox 


Academy at Abergavenny, who told me of the before 
mentioned paſſage, concerning his grandfather. | 


XLII. I am now to relate one of the moſt extraordin- 
ary Apparitions that ever was communicated to me; 
either by word of mouth, or by letter ; which I received 
from the hand of a pious young gentleman of Denbighſhire 


then at ſchool, who was an eye witneſs of it, as follows: 


March 24, 1772. 

Rev. Sir, 
Concise the Apparition I ſaw, I ſhall relate it as 
well as I can in all its particulars. But as for the day 
and year I cannot recollect. As far as I remember it was 
in the year 1757. about the ſeventh year of my age. In 
a ſummer's day about noon, I with three others, one of 
which was a ſiſter of mine about three years older than 
me, and the two others were ſiſters, one of which was 


eleven, and the other eight years older, and all alive this 
day, for ought I know, and they remember it as well if 
not better than myſelf, We were playing in a field 
called Kae-kaled in the pariſh of Bodvary i in the County 
of Denbigh, near the ſtile which is next Laneltuyd houſe, 
where we perceived a company of dancers in the middle 
of the field, about ſeventy. yards from us. We could not 
tell their numbers, becauſe of the ſwiftneſs of their mo- 


tions, which ſeemed to be after the manner of Morris- 


dancers, 
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dancers, (ſomething uncommonly wild in their motions} 

But after looking ſome time we came to gueſs, that their 
number might be about fifteen ot ſixteen, They were 
cloathed in red all over like ſoldiers, with red handker- 
chiefs, ſprig'd, and ſpotted with yellow about their heads, 
all alike in every thing as we perceiv'd with the knot 
behind. They ſeemed to be a little bigger than we, but 
of a dwarfiſh appearance. Upon this we reaſoned together 
what they migit be, whence they came, and what they 
were about. Preſently we ſaw one of them coming away 
from the company in a running pace; upon this we feared 
and ran to the ſtile. Barbara Jones went over the ſtile 
ſuſt, next her ſiſter, next to that my ſiſter, and laſt 
of all myſelf: and while I was creeping up the ſtile, my 
ſiſter ſtaying to help me, I looked back, and ſaw him 
juſt by me; upon which I cried out, my lier al ſo cried 
out, and took hold of me under her arm to draw me over 4 
and when my feet had juſt come over, I ſtill crying and 
looking back,” we ſaw him reaching after me, leaning on 
the ſtile; but did not come over. Away we ran towards 
the bouſe; called the people out, and went trembling 
towards the place; which might be about a hundred and 
fifty yards of the houſe : but though we came ſo ſoon 
to ſee, yet we could fee nothing of them. He who came 
near us had a grim countenance, a wild, and ſomewhat 
firce look. He came towards us in a flow running pace, 
but with long Reps for a little one. His eonipiexion 


was copper-coloured or reddiſh brown, which might be 


fignificative of his diſpoſition and condition; for they 


were not good, but therefore bad Spirits. - The red; of 
their cruelty, the black, of their fin and miſery ; and he 
looked rather old than young. 


TRE dreſs, the form, the colour, and the ſize 
Of theſe, dear Sir, did me ſurprize; . 


The , 
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The open view of them we bad all four, | 
Their ſudden flight and ſeeing them no more | 
Do ſtill confirm the wonder more and more. 

Tus far Mr. E. W. s Letter. 


Tux oldiſh appearance of the Spectre brings to my 
mind an Apparition ſeen in this Pariſh of Trevethin, 
which for brevity ſake I paſs'd over there, and comes 
properly to be mentioned here as follows ; 


XLII. p. W. who lived at the Ship in Pont y Pool, 


and born alſo in Trevethin Pariſh. 
21 


Ax honeſt virtuous woman, when a young girl | 
going to ſchool, one time ſeeing the Fairies, dancing in 


a pleaſant dry place under a Crab-tree, and ſeeing them 


like children much of her own ſize, and hearing a ſmall. 
pleaſant muſick among them, went to them, and was: 


induced to dance with them ; and ſhe brought them unto 


an empty Barn to dance. And this ſhe did at times both 
going and coming from ſchool for three ot fout years. 
And tho' ſhe danced ſo often with them, yet could never 
hear the ſound of their feet; (they were Spirits and had 


no feet to ſound with ; ) therefore ſhe took off her ſhoes 
that ſhe might not _ a ſound with her feet, which ſhe 


imagin'd was diſpleaſing unto them. Some in the-houſe 
obſerving her ſtockings ſaid, this girl walks in her 
ſtockings to ſchool. But ſhe did not tell them of her 


adventure with the Fairies. They had all blue and 
* * all of a ſmall ſtature, and looked oldiſh. 


Tuner might well look oldiſh, as aeg their ines 
long before, none on earth knows how long. Neither 


doth the appearance of youth and _ become the 


H child 
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children of darkneſs; to appear young and glorious is 
the property of the Angels of heaven, not of the Spirits of 
hell who live in ſin and miſery; even of thoſe who are 
leaſt in the helliſh State, and but juſt in it on the other 
ſide of the unpaſſable gulf between heaven. and hell, men- 
tioned by our Saviour, ho perfectly knows heaven and 
hell, Luke xvi. 26. all the devils in hell, for there are many 


ſorts of ' them, ſome worſe than others -as our Saviour 
declares, Mark ix. 29. This kind can come forth by 


Nag but prayer and 0 


AI the Spirits of hell. cannot make as good appear- 
ance, and divert themſelves in the helliſh ſtate, as the 
Fairies do, wbo ate nothing elſe after all the talking 
about them, buta the diſembodied Spirits of men who 
lived and died without the enjoyment of the means of 
grace and Salvation, as Pagans and others, and their 
condemnation therefore far leſs than thoſe who have 
enjoyed the means of ſalvation, Math. xi. 20, to 24. 
The condemnation of men will be according to the light 
and means of grace they have enjoyed and abuſed ; accord- 
ing to the words of the Apoſtle. Rom, ii. 12. to 16. 
When ſhe gave over going to them to dance, they ſhewed 
their diſpleaſure, and becauſe they could not prevail, did 


burt her by diſlocating one of her walking members, 


which was afterward put in place. Here is one (inſtance 
of their malignity, and * to n they n 7 197 


3 


Bur it ſeems this girt ade: was 10 long wich: ther, 
— heard their Muſick ſo often, learned none of their 
Tunes; yet there is in the Country a Tune, called the 


Tune of the Fairies. But whether it is a Tune learned 
from them, which they ſay was very difficult to do, of 
a name deviſed and given to the Tune from meer fancy, 
The Tune which goes by his name is in my apprehenſi- 
4 | on 


* 
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on a well compoſed Tune, of curious parts. The Baſs 
and Tenor well anſwering to one another, and ſome- 
what briſk and long, If it was learned from the Fairies, 


it may juſtly be apprehended to have ſomething very 
curious in the compoſition, and the ſound ; and expreſſive 


of ſomething, if not in their condition, yet of ſomething 
in their diſpoſition, which a curious mind would have 
ſome delight to know. But at preſent is one of the 


innumerable things of eternity, not to be known 1 in the 
courſe of time, 


* 
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HAVE not heard of any thing of this nature from 
this County; certainly not becauſe nothing of this 
nature came to paſs in it, for accounts of this natute are 
to be had in all parts of Wales, but becauſe 1 had no 
opportunity of converſing with the Inhabitants of this 


County to obtain ſuch accounts. 
Of Apparitions, Sc. in in Merionethſbire. 


N the Year 1694, there was a ſtrange fire which 
kindled in the night about Harlech-Town in this 


County, chiefly in the night time, and continued for 


ſeveral months, but chiefly active in two months. It 
was a weak blue flame which burned little elle but 


Corn and Ricks of hay, and the thatch of houſes; 
Every night there was a hue and cry that ſuch a houſe, 
hay, or corn was burning, and the neighbours ran to- 
gether to extinguiſh it; and as it was not a very ſtrong fire, 
they ran into it to extinguiſh it, tho' they muſt not ſtay: 
lang in it. Some, moſt of the learned, cail'd it a Meteor, 
which came from the ſea on the Carnarvon ſide. But! 
if a en from the Carnarvon fide, why not rather in 
zaun H 2 Car- 
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Carnarvon, than Merionethſhire ? why in Merioneth and 
in no other place in Wales, or in the world, bat Merion- 
ethſhire? And why no where elſe. in the County, but 


about Harlech? And why at that time, and neither before 
nor after? The people gave another account of it in 


former days ;. that it was an effect of witchcraft, which 


is the more likely thing, as it èannot be accounted 
from nature. 


1 Of Apparitions, &c. In Montgomeryſbire. 


| A BO r the year 1912, Edward Lloyd, in the 


Pariſh of Langyrig, being very fick, thoſe about 
| him thought there were ſome people talking about the 
| houſe, accordingly they went out ts ſee, but could ſer 
nothing; for the talk of Spirits was nearer to them in 
1 the houſe, and in the room where they were. Soon after 
they heard theſe words ſpoken by ſomething unſeen ; 

. TI mae Nenbren y Ty yn craccio; i. e. the uppermoſt beam of 
8 the houſe, the Rafter at the top cracketh ; then ſoon after, 
Fe dorr yu y man; i. e. It will preſently break; and ſoon 
after heard the ſame voice ſay, Dyna fe yn torri ; i. e. 
There it breaks; juſt when he died: which much affeed 
the company, as indeed well it might. ; 


Of Apparitions, &c. In 3 


TN Liymwent, a place ſo called in this County, where 
L an old Chapel had been built, and appears to be ſo 
by its faſhion ; but now turn'd to ſecular uſe. At a 
certain. time when the man of the houſe and his wife 
were gone ſome where elſe upon occaſion ; while the reſt, 


of the family were at ſuppet, three of the ſervants heard the 
ſound of horſes coming towards the houſe, and thinking 


their Maſter an Miſtreſs were coming, ſaid, there they. 
are coming, and went out to meet them, but ſaw nothing ; zi 
16. | wondered 
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wondered at it, and the teſt: laughing at them, ' They ſat 
at the fire, and heard as it were the ſound of people paſting 
by them and going up . ſtairs, and talking among them- 
ſelves, which they telling, the others at the table laugh- 
ing at them, tho' herein their levity too apt to be on ſuch 


occaſions was wrong; For behold mot * after three 
of the family — ind died, . 


Now whether they were more in the right who heard 


a ſign of what came to paſs, or'they who wantonly 


laughed at them? Some of them alſo heard: the Mill 
grinding when none was in it, and like the ſound of the 


falling of trees, both ſignifying the deaths that followed, 


for death in ſcripture is reſembled to the falling of trees; 
Eccles, xi. 3. Where the tree falleth, there it ſhall be. * 
And the grinding of the Mill might be, nay moſt lixely 
was a ſign of the much grinding of corn, and making of 
bread, occaſioned by the burials. The fore knowledge 


of Spirits of the end of men's lives is wonderful. 9 
K hi wond __ 


XLVIII. In the year 1737, in the houſe of Edward: 
Roberts, in the Pariſh of Langynllo, came to paſs a-ſtraoge 


thing. As the ſervant-man was threſhing, the threſhel 
was taken out of his hand and thrown upon the hay-loft; i 


he minded it not much, but being taken out of his hand 


three or four times gave him a concern, and he went to 
the houſe and told it. Edward Roberts not being at 
home, his wife and the maid made lignt of it, and 
merrily ſaid; they would come with him to keep bim 
from the Spirit, and went there, the one to knit, and 
the other to wind yarn. But they were not long there 
before what they brought there were whip'd out of their 
hands, and tumbled about in their ſight, and they went 


away more ſober tian they came there, and ſnut the Barn 


door. It is not wiſdom, but folly to make ſport of ſuch 
418 | things; 
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things; and for the agency and the Apparition of Spirits, 
whether good or bad, if men were wiſe enough to conſider, 
j6 is generally very ſignificative, and of ſerious conſe- 
quences: and it was ſo here. For preſently after they 
could ſee the diſhes on the ſhelf move backwards, and 
ſome things alſo thigwn about, and they could ſee them 
move to and fro. Moſt of the Earthen veſſels were broke, 
eſpecially in the night, and they had great vexations, 
and the' pewter diſhes much damaged, and things ſo 
thrown down in the night, that next morning they could 


ſcarce _ tread but upon ſome wrecks upon the ground. 
This being noiſed 3 brought the neighbours together 


to viſit them in kindneſs. Some came from far to ſatisfy 
their curioſity, ſome from Knighton ; and one came from 
thence to read, confident he would ſilence the evil Spirit; 
but had the book thrown out of bis hand up ſtairs. 


There were ſtones caſt among them, and ſometimes upon 
them, but they were not much hurt by them, tho' they 
were often hit with them: and ſome Iron was caſt among 
them frem the Chimney, and they knew not whence it 
came. The ftir continued there about a quarter of a 
year. At laſt the houſe. took fire about the door, which 
the woman of the houſe quenched with water, but the 
next day, or ſoon after, the houſe took fire which they 
attempted i in vain to quench. They ſaved moſt of the 
Furniture, but the houſe was burnt to the ground ; ſo that 
nothing but the walls and the two Chimneys ſtood as a 


'1 publick ſpectacle, to them that went to and came. from 
1 5 Tighten market, | 


Tux Apparent cauſe of the diſturbance was this; Gri- 
4 fith Meredith and his wife, the father and mother of Edward 
ha Roberts's wife were dead, and their fon who was the 
heir of the houſe liſted himſelf a Soldier and went out 
of the Country. Roberts and his Wife who were Ten- 


„ | ants 
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ants in the houſe that was burnt, removed into their 
father's houſe now dead, and the houſe being decayed, 
they repaired it, and claimed it, as thinking it their own, 
and that her brother would never return. But in that 
year the brother unexpeRedly came home; thinking to 
ſee his father; wondered to Tee the houſe altered, and 
making enquiry, went to his ſiſter and claimed the houſe ; 
which ſhe refuſed, as having been at charge with it. At 
laſt he deſired only a ſhare of it, which ſhe alſo refuſed; 
at laſt he deſired but two Guineas for it, which ſhe ill 
refuſing, he went away for Ireland, threatning his ſiſter 


that ſhe ſhould repent for this . dealing ; and the had 


cauſe to Ern | 
* won T4 


YOU here was very plainly the work of ſome Spirit, 
enough to convince or at leaſt confound an Atheiſt of 
the being of Spirits, but whether it was ber brother's 
own Spirit after his death, or an evil Spirit which he 
employ'd to work this revenge upon an unnatural Siſter, 
cannot be determined, but the laſt is certain. 


Of Apparitions, &c. In Brechnochfhire, 


N the Year 1767, Walter Watkins of the Nezath, 
in the Pariſh of Landdetty, a man of conſiderable 
ſubſtance in the world; a man of virtue, ſenſe and 


learning, gave me the 2 notable relation of an 
Apparition, as follows: bh 


Tur ſome years paſt being gone out at u niedt, * 
towards Tave Vechan Chapel, within ſight, and not far 
from his houſe, he could ſee a whitiſh kind of light near 
the ſaid Chapel ; It increaſed gill it was as big as a Church 
Tower, and decreaſed gain till it became as ſmall as a 
ftar, and then it wells Increaſe to the former large- 
dels: doing is ſeveral times ; fo that he wondered at 
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it, and no wonder he did, but felt no fear. He went to 
the houſe. to fetch. his father and mother to ſee it, and 
they all ſaw it in;the ſame manner, to their great ,won- 
der; for indeed it was a ſupernatural wonderful Ap- 


parition to human eyes. Sometimes after a, neighbour 
plowing a field near the Chapel, the plow ſtop'd 


againſt a large flat ſtone, which the plowers roſe up, 
and behold there was a Stone-cheſt, and in it the 
jaw-bone of a man, 2 large one, for it encompaſſed 
the chin of the plower; and it had the clevereſt 
ſet of Teeth that any man could have; and an earthen 


Jug which was empty, ſuppoſed to hold the murdered. 
man's blood, put into the earth to hide the murder. 


Who it was could not now be known, but ſhall be 
known in eternity. However upon this diſcovery it 
was remembered by ſome that : a man named Philip 
Watkins, living at the ſaid Næuath, was ſuddenly loſt and 
never heard of. His wife married another man, taking 


it for granted that he was dead indeed, or Nes 
to think it was ſo. 


"7 Oh time after, this woman aſking a wandering ſort 
of a man, who uſed to be between the two houſes, what 
news from Neuatb, he jocoſely ſaid, that Philip Watkins 
was come home, and was well. This affected her ſo 
much, that ſhe fell ſick and died. It was in vain for the 
man to ſay afterward that it was not true, that he only 
jeſted. If ſhe was ſorry for having married another man 
it ſhewed a tender conſcience, otherwiſe it looked like” 


extreme guilt; there is a myſtery | in it, which muſt be 
left undecided this fide eternity, where all the things 
which have been done on earth ſhall be known; accord- 


ing to our Saviour's ſaying, Lake, xii. 2. “ For there is 
nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, neither hid 
that ſhall not be known ; In the day when the ſecrets -* 
of men ſhall be revealed.” A i * AFTER | 
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Arm this the light was no more ſeen near the 
Capel, tho often ſeen before, The Spirits of men 


appear like light, becauſe they are knowing beings, 
property reſembled by light. 


2 Is the Pariſh of Hirad- nlas, i in the ſame County 
of Brecan, came to paſs the following Remmarkable oc- 
&urrence, which I had from under the hand of the Revd. 
Mr. T. L. who then liyed in that neighbourhood, A young 
man, ſon to an Inn-keeper, being often troubled by ſuperna- 
tural odd fights, ſometimes of light, ſametimes of darkneſs, 
and of dark Miſhapen things in the night for ſome years. 
At laſt a Spirit appeared to him in the ſhape of a well 
dreſſed woman, whoſe cloaths he deſcribed, who ſtood 
before him in a narrow lane; he ſtrove to paſs by her, 
and did in much fear, as 3 what ſhe might | be. 
Some time after, having occaſion to paſs that way at night, 


he ſaw her in the ſame ſhape, and in the ſame dreſs, 
and he failed to paſs by her, and he then ſtrove to take 
heart, and aſked her what ſhe wanted with him, but as 
he was not without fear, and fearfully looked upon her, 
ſhe bid him not fear, that ſhe would do him no hurt, that 
ſhe had looked often in his face in the ſpace of eight years 
time; told him he mult go to Philadelphia in Penſylvania, 
and take a box from a houſe there, which ſhe deſcribed, 
in which was two hundred pounds in half Crowns, 
and charged him to meet her again next Friday night. 
He having, declared this to ſome neighbours, the news 
went to the ears of the Curate of the pariſh, who. is 2 


good man; he ſent for this man to come to his houſe, and 
there they eise ep sr meeting to be that Friday er- 
ening in ſome houſe in the neighbourhood, to which they 
deſired the young. man te come; and the meeting eon- 
tinued till midnight, i which he was gbſprved to be ver 
uneaſy to go . When the meeting ended he went out 
with the Parſon” ; ſervants to the horſes, and in coming 
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back from the ſtable door, he was taken from among 
then, and they loſt him, and knew not how; at which 
they were greatly amazed, not knowing what to think 
of it. But the Apparition carried him away to a river 
hard by, threw him into it, and wetted him; and did 
chide him for telling-the people of the appointed meeting, 


; and not coming to meet her according to promiſe; yet 
bid him not fear, that ſhe would not hurt him, becauſe 


ſhe had not charged him not to ſpeak of her charge to 


-meet her on Friday night; but that he ſhould ».0t 


bave gone to the Parſon's houſe. — : 


AND now, ſaid ſhe, we begin the journey; and he was 
lifted up, and carried away he knew not how, without 


ſeeing ſun and moon in all the] journey. When he came 
36 he place, he ſaw light, and was carried into a houſe 


he kriew not how, and into a fine room, but ſaw no 


man. When he was come into that room, the Spirit 


bid him lift up a board, which he did; and he ſaw the 
box, and took it; then the Spirit ſaid he muſt go three 


miles and caft it into the black Sea they went, as he 


thought, to ſome lake of clear water, where he was com- 
manded to throw the box into it; which when he did, 


there was ſuch a noiſe as if all about was going to 
pieces: from thence he was taken up, and brought to the 
: place where he was taken up. He then aſked her whether 
he was free now? She ſaid he was, and told him ſome 


ſecret thing, which ſhe ſtrickly charged him to tell no 


perſon. He was three days and three nights in this 
myſterious j journey; which they only in the other world 
can fully underſtand ; i. e. from Friday night to Mon- 
day night; z when he came home he could haidly ſpeak, 
and his ſkin was ſomewhat like leather; be can hardly 
Took i in any man's face, and Yook's rather ſickly; for he 


is fill 1 bed yy was 6. As to * Nan ſhe 
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Was largely made, looked pale, her looks ſevere, and 
. her voice hollow, different from a human voice, He 
was not in great dread. while ſhe ſpoke, but in great 
dread before ſhe ſpoke, and when ſhe parted from him, 
A woman in the neighbourhood: remembered lately that 


about eighty years ago one Elizabeth Gething went from 
this neighbourhood into Penſylvania: moſt likely it 


was her ſpirit, which perhaps ſhe told the young man. 


Tno' there is ſomething ſtrange and myſterious in 

' this account; yet it is certain fact, which none either do, 
vr can queſtion. who hath ſeen and converſed with the 

young man, who tells his ſtory invariably without levity. 


Ant as they are many in number who have received this 
ſtory from him, and do believe it, it is a large proof of 


the being of Spirits and of Apparitions; and it is ſtrange 
"and wonderful : yet ſome will object, or at leaſt will 
wonder how a Spirit ſhould be able to carry a man in 
the air over land and Sea, about 4000 miles forward 
and backward. But let it be remembered, that an evil 
Spirit cartied the body of our Saviour, in the day that he 
was ſuffered to tempt him, through the air to Jeruſalem 
and the Pinnacle of the Temple, Math. iv. 5. which 
was up hill indeed, and more difficult than to catry him 
either downward or onward; unleſs Spirits are not 
ſubject to the preſſure of the Atmoſ phere as bodies art, 
and therefore inconceivably ſtronger to carry burdens than 
if they were  fubje& to the preſſure of the air, 


 Besrvss, diſembodied Spirits are vaſtly ſtronger out 
of the body, then they can poſſihly be in it, becau ſe it 
is a load about the Spirit, which greatly hinders its opera - 
tion, This takes off the difficulty to believe that the 
Spirit of this woman was able, who alſo might be helped 


by another Spirit to carry this young man to,; and from 
Philadelphia over the vaſt Atlantic Sea, and much land. 
194 The 
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The difficulty is, what end could be anſwered by the 
deſtruction of fo much money as was dene Here, and 
in diverſe other places in the ſame manner, and even in 
this Pariſh, as Mall be preſently related; my anſwer is 
that we know little of the manner of the - world of 
Spirits, and there are many inſtances in the Apparitions 
of the Spirits of eternity, that they are very ſhort in giving 


account of the other world. Good Spirits will not, and 
evil Spirits durſt not give a large or larger account, and 


why ? but becauſe the ſtrong human corruption which 
cot rupts every ching world be ſure to make ſome ill 
aſe of u larger and more particular knowledge of the 
things of the other world; =s it doth of this, 


Tuvs 1 I have, as well as 1 conld, given the account 
of this wonderful Appatition and tratiſaction according 
as I have received- it. There ſeems indeed fome defeRive 
-circumſtances in the relation which make it liable to 
objections, which the relator, a man of undoubted verity, 
either forgot, or did not particularly enquire inta. 
But the ſubſtance of it may be depended upon. 


OxLy one gentleman in the Pariſh objected againſt it, 
and as was ſaid, threatned to puniſh (the harmleſs un- 


; deſigning young man) for telling lies: but he had 
not then, and it may be not afterward condeſcended 


to examine him about it. But, why is it that ſo many 
of the Gentry affect to deny theſe important matters of 
fact? Is it not becauſe they are farther alienated from 
God and ſpiritual things than others in common. They 


were the poor that received the goſpel in the days of 


- Jeſus Chriſt; not the Saddusees who denied the being of 


. Spirits and Apparitions, AQ. xxili. 8. For the Saddu- 


cees ſay, that there is no reſurrection, neither angel, nor 
ſpirit Here they deny, the very being of God and eter- 


; _ Kc. And the ſelf righteous phariſces did. not receive 


the 


. 
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the goſpel, A minute after death will convince, them of 
their obſtinate unreaſonable Infidelity, and hell muſt do 


it for many, and it will be a home conviction“. r 
| = "25 


, 
ff 2 


* To cauntenance what I fay of the preſent Atheiſtical denying of Spirits, 
and their Apparitions, I cannot help inſerting, a part of, a Genuine 
Cory a LETTER, written by the NUKE of LAUDERDALE, in the 
year 1657. (Which is in publick print, — vin, in the Town 
and Country Magaz. for March, 1778.) As follows; 
1 a 
SIR, 8 - 
« It is ſad that the Sadducear, or rather Atheiſtical denying - of 
Spirits, and their Apparitions and poſſeſſions of perſons, ſhould fo far 
prevail as I find it does at preſent: but why ſhould we wonder at it, in 
ſuch an age of infidelity as this? fince thoſe who will not believe Meſes 
and the prophets, we know, will not be convinced, though one ſhould riſe 
from the dead. But as for me, may heaven ever defend me from fuck 
hardneſs of heart; and indeed, I account it no ſmall mercy to me, that 
T have had a ſignal proof, and even occular demonſtration of the truth of 
A real and certain poſſeſſion of Spirits, which I propoſe a relation of, as 
the bufineſs of this Letter, | | | | 


THERE was ſome years ſince, in the town of Dance in the Mers, a 
poor and ignorant woman, who was generally believed to be poſſeſſed 
by an evil Spirit ; I myſelf often ſaw her, and never doubted-it ; and 
Iwell remember that the miniſter of the place, a learned, an ingenious, 
and a godiy man, made no ſcruple of affirming the ſame to all perſogs 5 
and himſelf often viſited her, and readily attended ſtrangers who were 
gelirops of the fame ſatisfaction. 


Tuts pious gentleman, even went ſo far as to apply to the King's 
privy council, to whom alſo he brought the written atteſtations of twenty 
neighbouring miniſters to the truth of the fact, for a-warrant. to ktep 


days of humiliation for her;; ths powers of certain biſlgps, however, 
hindering at that time, any ſuch big geo be kept, | prevented this godly 


intention. Ip theſe biſhops, had hgen(&pe witneſſes, as I myſelf was, of 
what I am going to relate to 70 eie, they would no longer 


have doubted the certainty of N. 
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LI. AxoTHER notable Apparition, and of great effect, 


came to paſs in the ſame Pariſh of Yfrad-gynlas, which 
Hes in the extreme corner of Breconfhire, which ſtands 


between Glamorganſhire and Carmarthenſhire ; as - fol- 
lows ; 


A. D-—5, after being in great trouble of mind for 
à long time, at laſt (alas that it was done) hanged her- 
elf, about the year 1769, and not long after, a young 
man, from Lliuel Pariſh, came to ſee a young woman 
whom he courted, who lodged at the houſe of Thomas 


Richard who was not then at home; he ſtay'd a while 
there 


* 


— — — 


Tux report · in ſhort of the ſtrange things our Scotch women uttered, 
being now ſpread over all the country ; among a number of neighbour- 
ing gentlemen, my old friend Sir James Forbes, who lived in the north 
of Scotland, being accidentally then at Edinburgh, and meeting there 
with the miniſter of a neighbouring place, intreated him to go with him 
to ſee her, and brought him with that intent to my father's houſe, which 
was within ten miles of the place where ſhe lived, where I made one of 


the party, and the next day we went together to her. 


We found her, as the poorer ſort there about gefierally are, a poor 
ignorant creature, who had never been taught ſo much as to read, and 
ſpent ſome time in coverfation together, without ſeeing any thing of 
what we expected, for the woman ſhewed no ſigns or any thing extra- 
ordinary; the miniſter on this, almoſt out of patience, ſays to the knight 
in Latin, * Nondum adivimus ſpiritum loquentem,” We have not 
yet heard the Spirit ſpeaking,” And on this immediately there 
iſſued out of the woman's mouth a voice in theſe words; © Audis 
loquentem, audis loquentem,” % Thou now heareſt him ſpeaking, thou 
now heareſt him ſpeaking,” This from a poor creature, who, 
they were ſenſible knew no ere but her own, nor in truth, the half 
of that, put the miniſter ſto" eh an 1mazement, that I think it made 
him not mind his Latin, for fee immetace;y took off his hat, and lifting 
vp his eyes to heaven, cried out, “ Miſerre Deus pecatoris.” The 


| Lord have mercy on this finnery” On which the Spirit to Gtew his 


fill 
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there, till it was ſomewhat far in the night, and then 
would go to an Ale-houſe not far off, tho' perſuaded to 
ſtay ; going towards the Ale-houſe, in a field not far 
from it, he could ſee fire by a ſmith's ſhop the other ſide 


the river, but preſently « could ſee the fire in the field hard 
by the way he was to paſs, and he was preatly afraid, 


and turned out of the way to avoid it. Preſently he 
. could ſee this woman before him, whoſe ſhape and cloaths 
he well remembered; tho' he had ſcen her but once, that 
he travelled with her from the market at Neath z upon 
which he was exceedingly terrified, and went” to the. 
Ale-houſe faintly and indiſpoſ'd. The woman of the 
houſe made him welcome, and put him to bed, ſuſpecting 


— —ůʒ — — — 


Kill in the language, immediately anſwered, Dic pecatricis, . Die peca- 
tricis, Say on this female ſinner, ſay on this female ſinner.” The 
Spirit here corrects the mindſter's falſe Latin. On this we were all 
perfectly ſatisfied of the truth of this report, and the reality of the pofſeſ- 
ion; and this the more, becauſe neither then, nor at any other time 
after, was there any attempt to diſpoſſeſs her, and we all returned with 
great amazement to my father's houſe at Thiſtrleftame-Cafile.” 


Iam, SIR, 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


LAUDERDALE 


N. B. The minifter's falſe Latin correfed by the evil Spirit who ſpok? 
thro' the mouth of the woman, and who therefore underflood Latin better 
than the minifter, was only his miſtaking the Gender; praying for God's 
mercy to the woman as if be prayed fangs. to a man. 


3 awe have an inſtance of bn, and bd ly a proof of 
the being of an evil Spirit, from under the hand of a Peer of the Realm, 
the Noble Duke of Lauderdale; the Nobility ant Gentry then not bauing 


ſo far entered into the unreaſonginle, Tides ” 9.2 ors the being and 
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ke had feen an Apparition, and aſked him about it; which 
he owned he had. Next day he went ill towaide home. 
Being gone home, and out late at night, he ſaw Her; 

but came in and went to bed, and there ſaw her by the 
bed fide. A couſin of his, a young man came to ſee 


him, and thinking his illneſs to be nothing but difap- 
pointment in his love affair, began to rally him upon it ; 


merrily aſking him, has ſhe refuſed thee ? To which 
his couſin (oberty replying, and telling him how it was. 
This couſin reply'd, thou muſt ſpeak to her, which he 
being loath to do, his coulin ſaid to him, but thou 
muſt” do it, or thou fhalt have no quiet; I in come 
with thee, and ſee thou ſhalt have no harm. They went 


out, and called at Tavarn y Garreg, an Inn fo called; but 
he could not drink, and often looked towards the ny 
of which ſome who were in the houſe took notice, and 
aſked what ailed the man? But he was uneaſy to ge 


out, and went out; his couſin ſollowed him. 


Axp as ſoon as he was out in the yard, he ſaw her 
very little in ſize, but ſtill the ſame, the woman who had 
hanged herſelf, and was now in the kingdom of darkneſs; 

For no eter pal life is promiſed to ſelf murderers, 1 John 


iii. 15. As ſoon as he faw her, he ſaid, O God here 
ſhe is ! upon which his couſin ſaid, this is a ſad thing, 


1 dont know what to think about thee. But come, 
.1 will go with thee, go where thou wilt. And both 
«went into the Ale-houſe where he had been at firſt, 
not far from the houſe where the unhappy Foman 
had hanged herſelf. When he was in the houſe, "and it 


was late at night, he began again to be uneaſy to go out, 


and ſnewed them be muff go out ; his couſin ſaid he 


would go with bim, and heſaid no, thou ſhalt not; others 


alſo offered to go with in, but he ſaid that none of 
them ſhould go with him. He went out, ſhe appeared 


to 
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to him, but bid him not fear, but ſaid that he muſt 
follow her. And when he offered to go the other ſide 


the lane, they were going thro”, ſhe ſaid come this way, 


and ſhe lead him to; the back-ſide of the houſe where 
ſhe had lived, and bid him raiſe up his hand and take 
from the wall a linen ſmall bag, which he did; and it 
was a thin one ſuch as they turn about their cheeſe, 
and in it à great ſum of money, ſuppoſed. ro be large 


pieces of Gold, but it may be, were large pieces of 


ſilver, and as he gueſſed might be about 200 Pounds 
but he was in too much fear to look what they were; 
and ſhe bid him go and caſt it into the river, which he did. 


Some perſons, who heard of this, went to the river to ſee 


for the money, but could find none. And we have 
ſeveral inſtances of money caſt into the water at the 
requeſt of diſembodied Spirits, but the money could 
never be. found. 


Tun Rev. Mr. Thomas 133 who related to 


me this . paſſage, ſaw the place where the money Was 
hid, and wondered how the man could reach it, it 


being ſo high; but likely therefore was helped by the 
Spirit. Mr. Lewis, then a diſſenting minifter in thoſe 


parts, aſked the young man. what ſort of voice ſhe had, | 


and whether it was not terrible? He ſaid it was 2 dry 
ſound, as. if it were out, of a drum, but not fo terrible z 
the man he aid was not well when he ſaw Ae 

I!. Tux account of another very remarkable Appati: 
tion, tho' not in this Pariſh, Jet in the Valley of Ta- 
wey, above Yarad-gynlas, 19 ad from Thomas Lewis, 


a very godly ſubſtantial mal of this Valley, many years 
ago, who knew the man. who faw the Apparition, and 


was with hirh when he died, * it kis tong ago ſince I Heard 


3 2451 
the account, which yas 


©buſe not to be very partic 


particular and large; I 
K and 


ar for feat of miſtaking, 
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. 2 


eee 
1 — 2x; $6 1 
N Fes >; * 


— — u l!— — —— U— 


2 


K «ck —ʃ! c . „ 


| 
| 
| 
L 
T 
5 


66 OF APPARITIONS, &c. 


and ſhall only relate ſome parts of it, which I beſt remem- 
ber; as, that he was employd by ſome Spirits to throw 
away hidden things in two or three places. There ap- 

peared to him, as he thought, 'a Clergyman in black 
cloaths with a band and white wig on horſe-back. 
I chuſe not to name him, leſt there ſhould be a miſtake in 
it, it being a very ſinful thing to wrong the dead; tho' the 
man'who ſaw the Apparition named him, and the per- 

ſon named was a great Clergyman, and of a great fa- 


mily. Once when he was at an Ale-houſe, late in the even- 


ing, he ſaw him near the Ale-houſe door on horſe-back ; 
went out to him, and was ſeen pulling off his hat, bowing, 
offering drink, and ſaying to him, Attoch chwi Syr, i. e. to- 
wards you Sir ; the word formerly uſed when one man drank 
to another; before the faſhion of drinking healths took 
place; but the people could ſee nothing. But whether it 
were then or ſome other time, the ſpectre ſtrictly charged 
him to go to ſome Caſtle in Radnorſhire, which he named, 
and take out of it ſome money concealed, and throw 


it into the river, and threatned him ſeverely if he did 
not do it, that he ſhould have no reſt. He was allow'd 
to take a friend along with him, as far as the Caſtle, 
but only he himſelf was to enter into it, and he muſt make 
no tay with the money in his hand, but to run with it 
to the river. When they came near the Caſtle it be- 


came very dark upon them, but he muſt go in into ſome 
dark place under ground, and was either lighted or 


guided by ſome Spirit where the money was, and brought 


it out in haſte, and a blow given him to mend his pace; 
and he ran and caſt it to the river, 


LIII. Axornzx perſon was commanded, by a gentle- 
man-like Apparition, near a Gentleman's houſe in the 
County of Glamorgan, to take a box of money, from 
Tome where in the houſe, and caſt it into the river; whick 

| he. 
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he did, And in the ſame County another was oblig'd, 
in order to have quiet from an Apparition, to caſt a 
trunk of Copper money into the water. 


I, 


Now one cannot hear of the uſeful mercies of God 
being thus deſtroyed, and made uſeles without ſome grief, 
and anxiety, to know the reaſons why the Spirits of 


thoſe who have lived in the world do defire this 
thing, and God ſuffers it alſo to come to paſs; for it 
doth not, cannot come to paſs without the will of 
God ſuffering it to come to paſs, And what reaſons 
can there be, but that partly the Spirits of the dead, do it 
out of envy that others do enjoy what they are depriv'd 
of, and partly it may be, becauſe they foreſee that what 
| they have gathered amiſs, and 'uſed amiſs, will be yet 


uſed amiſs, it may be more amiſs ; which will refle upon 
themſelves by way of puniſhment- for providing means 


to make others more wicked and more miſerable than 
otherwiſe they would have been. Dives's Brethren 
would not have, been in ſuch danger of hell if leſs of 
the good things of life had' been provided for them, and 
enjoyed by them; Luke, xvi. 28. And God ſuffers this 


to come to paſs, becauſe by their ill way of getting, 


or ill way of uſing them, yea, of not uſing them at all 
for. God, they have brought down the curſe of God 
upon them; agreeable to that notable ſcripture, | Mal. 


ji, 2. © If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to keart, 


to give glory unto my name, faith the Lonp of hoſt; Iwill 


even ſend a curſe upon you, and I will curſe 'yout 
bleflings ; yea, I haye curſed them already, becauſe ye 
do not lay it to heart,” We have a notable inſtance of 


this in the golden Calf, which Moſes burnt, and threw 


the aſhes of it into the water; Exod. xxxii. 20. here | 
was the worth of ſome' 100000 Pounds of Gold deſ- 
troyed, which might have enriched many, and have been 


"I uſed / 
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1 uſed to good purpoſes; but being made an object of 
Ni Idolatry, it became an accurſed thing, too bad for any 
uſe but to make the drink of jealouſy for the Idolat- 
ers, and to make their god paſs thro' their filthy entrails 
for. a reproach upon them, How often did the. Lord 
deſtroy the precious fruits of the earth, in the land of 
Canaan poſleſſed by his own. people, and elſewere, far 
the ſins of the inhabitants? ſome men's money muſt 
periſh with them, Acts viit, 20. Thy money veriſh with 
. thee, becauſe thou haſt thought that the gift of Fol 
may be purchaſed with money.” If he who uſeth_no 

his talent is to be bound i in hell, where is weeping, 5 


17 2 


ing and gnaſhing of teeth, Mathgazv. 30. what will come” 
of them who uſe their talents ill? Let men be warned 
from all this to uſe their mercies yell, to 48 Gad 


and their generation, according i to his will. 


Of rern, Ve, In'Cards babe. Acre 


Fw 17 2e 110 SAA ©) 


A A VE little to Tay from "this County, nate 
neglecied to make enquiry, which” ir I had made , Thad 
e received many accounts of this ſort; which u pon 
OE , are fure fo b be had'ir in every 5 art 80 

| Nun zd e A 3" mon 97 


Iv. Trar which I have tor relats' 10 concefhing Si ir 
David Lend, who. live Hear r Wyk. nent. in that 


County, who: was a Curate, Jkely of chat Churgh,,and a 
phyſician but being. known to Leal. in, the. Magic-art 
was, turned out of his Curacy, and oblig l to live. b y 
pracdiſing phyſick. His being call'd Sir David, was after 
% the manner of other Curates in Wales 2a. long. time after 
the reformation, but ceaſed now, was 2 reli of P 'opery, 
which ſhould have ceaſed juſt at the beginning of the rey 
| formation, The pride of the Popes of Rome cauſin Ng 
1 8 | - hom: to make their Curates equal to Knights and Bar- 


rin and demanding the ame honcur to them. And : 
A | here. 
by, 
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here let us make a contraſt between Chriſt the head of 
the Church and his pretended Vicar and ſubſtitute. 
— the head of the Church indeed made no dioceſan 


Biſhops, Axchbiſhops, and Cardinals, nor a Vicar and 
ſubſtitute to pid his place. But the Papiſts have 


* " 1 * 8 


for themſelves ; for hs, and no . is the ſcarlet W 
ſpoken of, in Rev. xi. who became drunk with the blood 
of the Saints, even the cruel perſecuting Church of 
Rome, or Satan's Synagogue, ee to the e Ghuach of 
N RES 4 2919 Das 110 Ale :03 20 25 


Ee 


Mr. Thomas Lewia ' the 8 of Landdw and 155 | 


a man of undoubted . piety and . veracity, and an an 


excellent preacher of . the goſpel; and not foficiently 
eſteemed by his people; _whjch not unlikely wall bring 


A e upon them i in time to come. d ovate 


'& 4 
8 


Tua v was in thoſe parts a Tailor, a profane ma 
and a great drunkard, who having been in a Fair in 1132 
parts, and coming home drunk, met as he thou ght, a certain 


man on horſe- back, who aſked him, was he a Tailor, a "1 


he ſaid be was; the man, on horſe-back, aſked him woul 
be make cloaths for him ? and he ſaid he would, and receiy, 


11+; 


- 


ed 12 piece o of cloath with a charge to be ſure to be at home 


at lach 4 a day, and ſuch an hour, to take his er 


and the Tailor ſaid he would, But though he We 
drunk, de obſerved. that the man's feet who ſpoke mich 
bim were not like 2 man 's, but like a horſe's feet; and 
ſome other circumſtances which made him concern'd ; 


and the more he canſider'd it, his fear increaſed, that 
e it 


of 4. id 
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it was not a man; but ſomething belonging to the Devil 
had appeared to him; and being in great fear about the 
matter, went to Sir David to aſk his opinion about it, 
from whom he received the following advice; to delay 
the meaſuring him as much as poſſible, and not to ſtand 
before but behind him; and bid him be ſure to be at 
home the time appointed, and that he, Sir David, would 
come to him that time. The ſuppoſed man came, and 
the Tailor, in great fear, went about to meaſure him, 
fearing he was ſomething not good; and according to 
the advice given him, delay'd meaſuring him, pretending 
that he wanted this and that thing; and was as dilatory 


as he could, in pain of mind and great fear. At laſt the 
ſuppoſed man ſaid to him, thou art very long about it, 


and why ſtandeſt thou behind my back ? why doſt thou 
not come before me? The man now in greater fear, 
thought every minute a long time, expecting Sir David 
to come according to His promiſe ; accordingly be came, 
and having looked on the ſtrange man who was come to 
be meaſured, ſaid to him, What i is your buſineſs here ? 
Go away, and he went away. This the Tailor told*to 


all who enquired about it, and it paſſed about thro? the 
Country. 


Anornzn time being gone on a viſit towards the town 
Rhaiadr Guy in Radnorſhire, and being gone from one 


houſe there to another, but having forgotten bis Magic 
book in the firſt houſe, ſent his boy or apprentice to ferch 


it, charging him not to open the book in the way; but 
old Eve's ſon, had his curioſity moved the more by the 


prohibition, opened the book, and the evil Spirit immedi- 
ately called for work ; the boy, tho' ſurprized and in ſome 
perplexity, ſaid, Tafl gerrig o'r Avon, i. e. Throw ſtones 
out of the river, he did ſo, and after a while having 
thrown up many ſtones out of the river Wye, or Dy, 


which 
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which ran that way, he again, after the manner of con- 
fined Spirits, aſking for ſomething to do; the boy had his 
ſenſes about him to bid him throw the ſtones back into 
the river, and it did ſo. Sir David ſeeing the boy long 
in coming, doubted how it was; came back and chide 
him for opening the book, and commanded the familiar 
Spirit back into his book. Another time being gone to 
Lanidlos town in Montgomeryſhire, twelve miles from 
home, and as he was'going home very late in the evening 
ſeeing a boy there- of his neighbourbood, offered him to 
ride behind him if he was for going home, which the boy 
accepted, and they came home in about two hours time. 


The boy had loſt one of his garteis in the; journey, but 
ſeeing ſomething hanging in the Aſh- tree near the 
Church; climb'd up to ſee what it was, and it was the 
garter which he had loft; which ſhews that they rode 
high in the air, 2 


* 
2 


IT * thought that he learnt the Magic- art privately 


in Oxford in the profane time of Charles the Second, 

when many vices greatly prevailed. It was this man's 
great wickedneſs to make uſe of a familiar Spirit, one of © 
the enemies of God and man; a thing forbidden in holy, / | 


writ. Lev. xix. 31. Seeking counſel of a woman who 


bad a familiar Spirit, was one of the cauſes of Saul's 
deſtruction, 1 Chron x. 11, | 


W * 15 


Tur Biſhop did well, whoever he was, in turning him 
aut of the ſacred office, tho he was no ill temper'd man; 

for how unfit was ſuch a man to read the ſacred Scrip- 
ture, eſpecially thoſe chapters where ſeeking to familiar 
Spirits is forbidden, and condemn'd ? How unfit to read 
the good prayers of the Church ? and to adminiſter the holy 


ordinances of God? With what propriety and conſcience 


could_ he alk the Sponſers in baptiſm to undertake. For 


the 
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the child to renounce the world, the fleſh, and the Devil, 
who himſelf was in covenant with hell, and familiar with 
one of the Spirits of darkneſs ? And how far from renounce 
ing the Devil, and all his works, as he had engaged to 
do? and had told the biſhop that he was moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to ſeek ordination to the holy Office, to 
act ad the Kingdom of darkneſs. 


"Ms. Lewis who gave me the =: XY hon her who 
had been his maid-ſervant, and the houſe where the lived, 


Of Apparitiens, Sc. In Pembrokefire. 


F ROM this County I heard © many things of Ap- 


paritions, all of them too tedious to relate; tho' 


from all of them ſomething profitable might be learnt in 
relation to this world, and the next, by an ingenious 
mind, who hath the noble ſkill to turn every ching to 


—_—_ profit. Some of them are theſe following : 


LI. Amour forty years 280 there lived in this 


County one John Jenkin a ſchool-maſter, and alſo a 
Conjurer ; and being known to be ſuch, one of his 
Scholars, who was alive ſome time ago, having a mind 
to it, told his maſter he had a curioſity to ſee the Devil ; 
his maſter told him he might if he had courage for it, but 
told him withal that he did nor chuſe to call an evil Spirit 
till he had ſome employment for him. And ſome time 


after, a man came to him who had loſt fome money, and 
defiring to know who had ftolen them. Now faid the 


Maſter to the Scholar, I have ſome buſineſs for him. 
And that night the Conjurer and his Scholar went into 


a wood and drew a Circle and came home. Some night 
after, and it was a fair clear moon ſhining night, they 
went into the Circle; and the Conjurer called an 

vil Spirit by his name; and preſently they could ſee 1 


light, - 
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ght, and ſome motion in the ſky afar. off, after that 
a bowl of light, which ſhot like lightening towards 
the Circle, and turned round about it, ( I ſuppoſe to ſee 
if there was any gap in it, that he might come in and 
deſtroy them both ) the Conjurer aſked him who had 
ſtolen ſuch a man's money? But by his anſwer he un- 


derſtood that that Spirit knew not who had done it 3 
ſo the Maſter told the Scholar that that Spirit knew 


not who had done it, and that he muſt call another; 


and having ſent that Spirit away did call another, and 


preſently in anſwer to the call, the reſemblance of &-:* 


Bull came flying thro' the air fo ſwiftly and fiercely 
as if he would go thro, them, and turned round about 
the Circle ; he aſked him alſo who had ſtolen the money? 
and received much the ſame kind of anſwer as from the for- 
mer. And the Conjurer told his Scholar, now almoſt 
dead with fear, this alſo won't do, I muſt call another, 
this. bold hearted, too bold hearted, Welſhman, not being 
afraid of thoſe dreadful appearances and dreadful voices of 
theſe terrible and. dangerous Spirits of hell. And after 
the young Scholar was a little reviv'd, and recovered from 


his terror, his Maſter (for alas for it, he knew the 


names of ſeveral of the fallen angels of hell which he had 
better been ignorant of) called another of them by name ; 


and behold in anſwer to it, a Spirits came out of the 


wood all in white, as white as a linen ſheet, much 
ſhining in the moon light, and coming towards the Circle, 
When the Conjurer ſaw. him, he told his Scholar we ſhall 
now hear ſomething from this. And when he aſked him 
the ſame queſtion, the Spirit anſwer'd he knew the man 
who had done this; told him who he was, and other 
circumſtances concerning that matter which the Corju- 
rer aſked him. The young man who is ſtill alive, 1764, 
declares that neither of theſe Spirits could ſpeak and 
anſwer the Conjurer till they. bad worked themſelves into, 
the human ſhape. But the man has never been well as 
rail "bi another 
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man fince that time. The effect of the great fright and 
of his preſumption to ſee one of the fallen Angels of hell. 
under the cutſe and wrath of God ſtill cleaving .to him; 
ſo dangerous it is to have to do, eſpecially in an extraor- 
dinary way, with theſe mortal enemies of mar.kind, div- 
eſted of all remains of their created virtue and goodneſs. 


The fervants of ſatan little conſider this, elſe they would 
not chuſe the life which goes after ſatan to endleſs miſery, 


but the life that leads to Angels and the Spirits of juſt 
men made perfect; and to the God of all happineſs, 


SoME of the ſons of infidelity affirm that there are no 


Conjurers, nor any ſuch thing as Conjuring in the world'; 


but here is one, tho” but one againſt them of hundreds 
that have come to paſs in the courſe of time in diverſe 
nations, yea thoſe who are ſaid to uſe diverſe curious 


arts, Acts xix. 20. are called C onjurers in thewelſh Bible. 


The welſh tranſlators of the B ible certainly believing that 
there were ſuch men as Conjurers, and ſuch a thing as 


Conjuring in the world ; there being inſtances numerous 
enough to prove it beyond contradiQtian ; of which I 
ſhall now give another inſtance to prove this. 


I. Nor far from Glinbrin in Chrmurthenſhice lived 

a Tailor who was alſo 4 Conjurer, who coming at a 
time into the houſe of Mr. Gwynne of Glanbran; Mr. 
Gwynne began to talk to him about his Conjuring, rather 
in the way of blaming him. The man being a little 
mean looking man ; Mr, Gwynne told him he wondered 
how fuch a man as be was, had the courage to look upon 
the devil ! The man affirming he had that courage, Me. 
Gwynne either deſignedly, or inadvertently, happened to 
aſk, canſt thou ſhew him to me? To which the wan re- 
ply'd, you are not able to look upon him, to which Mr. 
Gwynne reply'd ; What thou able to look upon him, and 
not I? The man anſwered, i you are able to look upon 
him, 
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him, I will ſhew him if you will. The gentleman con- 
ſenting; he went out, it was in the day time, and made a 
Circle, after the uſual manner, in a little grove of wood in 
a ſield not far from the houſe; he called one of the fallen 


Angels, no become a Devil, into it; and return'd to fetch 
the gentleman to ſee him, who met him juſt at the door, 
and ſaid to him, come with me, and you ſhall ſee him. 


He followed him to the ſtile which entted into the field 
where the horrible ſight was, when the man ſaid to him, 
Look yonder, there it is J. As ſoon as the gentleman faw 
it, there was ſomething fo horrible and terrible in the 
ſight; that he ſaid to the. man, O take him quickly out 
of my ſight; and ſo he did. I remember not to have 
heard any thing amiſs of this gentleman, but if he, after 
the manner of too many of the gentry, did not believe 
the exiſtence” and Apparition of Spirits, he had a rare 


and — effectual conviction to his infidelits. 
PA # * 


A a farther conviction of it : 1 have another inſtance. 
of this natute to relate , as follows: 


LVI. Anour the beginning of this Century, Lewis 
William. Walter, a man of uncommon elevation of 
mind in the Scientific way, and of great {kill in medicine, 


and John Mathew Howel, a perſon whom I knew and 
ſpoke with, his wife being a diſſenter and a woman truly 
pious, and both his daughters alſo religious ; ; in the 
beginning of this Century drinking together in Martyr 
Tidvil Village Glamorganſhire, agreed both of them to 
go to Conjurez and the place they choſe to | go to, was, 
by a wall ſide, which divided between the mountain, and, 
ſome fields, at ſome conſiderable diſtance from, the Village. 

Having drank very much to put them in heart againſt. 
the approaching terror; being come to the place; Lewis 
being the greater ben in the, Black-art, called one 


of the Infernal Spirits by name, ordering him to appear 
L 2 in 
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in the ſhape of a Goſling, becauſe it was a leſs tertible 
Apparition, accordingly it came, and demanded why 
they ſent for him? but they having drank too much, and 
their ſpeech” failing to give him « ſpeedy anſwer, it roſe 
up like a flaſh of fire; which took out Lewis William 
Walter's eyes, whom John Mathew Howel was oblig'd 
to carry back after having loſt his moſt uſeful members; 
and went into the Village with great forrow to himſelf 
and friends, and the amazement of all his neighbours, The 
thing alfo being known far and near, and remembred te 
this day in thoſe parts. A thing indeed to be remem» 
bered, and .no good from it, but the confirmation of 


the being of Spirits, and the eternal world, — the 
Atheiſtical and Sadduceiſtical hereſy. 


\ Tux ſons of infidelity who deny the being of Conjure- 


tion, and therefore of Conjurers, are indeed not conſiſtent 
with themſelves, for if. there be no Spirits, there can 
be no Conjuring, and no Apparitions; but are not 
conſiſtent with matters of fact, too numerous to be 


deny'd. And it is not good to deny any truth be the 
matter of it either good or bad. A thing deing bad 


will not juſtify a lye about it, either a denial of its being, 
or of its being what it really is: and there is nothing, ſo 
bad either on Earth or in Hell but ſome uſeful inſtruction 
can be deduced from it, by an ingenious Spiritual mind. 


LVII. Ms. D. W. of Pembrokeſhire, a man of 
no mean mental abilities,” and religious, and far from 
fear and ſuperſtition, gave me the following account ; in 


relation to himſelf. That travelling by himſelf thro” a 
field, called the Cot-moor, where two Stones are ſet up 


called the Devil's Nags, at ſome diftance from each other, 
where evil Spirits are ſaid to haunt, to trouble paſſengers. 
Once paſſing by that way was thrown over the hedge, - 
and was never well afterward, Mr. W. went with a- 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong fighting Maſtiff- Dog with him, but ſuddenly could 
ſee another Maſtiff-Dog coming againſt him. He thought 
to ſet his own. Dog againſt him, but his own Dog was 
exceedingly frightened, and cloſed to his legs. He being 
yet without much fear bowed down to take up a Stone 
to throw at bim; then a flaſh, of light opened upon 
him, and he could ſee the Dog, that it had a white tail, 
and a white ſnip down his noſe, and ſaw his teeth grin- 
ning at him, and then he knew it was one of the infernal 
Dogs of Hell. One of thoſe kind of Dogs againſt whom 
David prayeth, in Pal. xxii. 20. ** Deliver my foul from 
the power of the Dog.” And now he was ſo terrified 
that he felt not his cloaths about him, and he went the 
reſt of his * in much . and diſcompoſure. 4 


LVIII. Ar mother time between ſun ſet and. dark 
night, he could ſee the likeneſs of a man, but could not 
ſee his arms, and he was without a hat, at ſome diſtance 
from him, going round about him three or four times, 
and at the fame diſtance from him. He ſpoke to it 
ſeveral times, what it wanted, &c. but had no. anſwer, and 
as yet did not fear him. But ſaid to himſelf, perhaps; 
it is ſome body that wants the way; and ſo turned out of 


the way to give way to it. And then a terror came upon 


him which increaſed as he went on, (It is not good to 
give way to the devil, it makes him aer but to reſiſt 


him courageouſly in the faith, 1 Pet. v. 8, 9.) when, 


he was got ſome diſtance from the place, and going up 
hill, he looked back towards the place of the Apparition, 
and he ſaw there a ball of fire. When he came to the 


houſe the people ſaw him look bad and diſcompoſed, and 
aſked him if he had been, frightened ? He was ready to 


faint, tho' a ſtout man. They gave him ſome cordial, 


which kept him from wine and recover'd him from, 
his trembling. 0 - — $44 BY: 1320 * g 2 37 
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THAT as the appearance of Angels is a fign of good; 
fo I have obſerved the extraordinary Apparitions of evil 


Spirits have often been ſigns of trouble to thoſe that ſaw- 
them ; ſo it came to paſs upon this man with a witneſs, 


LIX. Or which I ſhall give another inſtance more' 
in a young woman of my acquaintance, - who going 


from Lanhither towards Avergweidd in the Pariſh of 
Manithiſloin by night, was ſeized with a great terror. 
upon the way, ſo that ſhe felt not her cloaths about her ; 
and preſently ſaw a bowl of fire as large as a pompion, 
ſkipping before her, out of which came forth flames 
about half a yard long. Sometimes changing into blew, 
the Brimſtone flame colour, and ſometimes of a greeniſh 
colour. After ſome time it receded, and went by her 
fide, and ſometimes' followed her; all which was very 
terrible, ſo that ſhe felt not the ground under her feet, nor 
the weight of her own body. For ſome part of the way, 
it difappeared, and then appear'd again, continuing and 
increaſing her terror, till ſhe came to the Village, when 
it decreaſed to the ſize of a tennis ball, and then entred 
into a ſhop in the Village. When ſhe came into the 
houſe ſhe fainted, 


Some time after, and ever ſince this young woman 
hath met with uncommon troubles, occaſioned by her 
obſtinacy, diſobedience to parents, and a fiery temper ; 
tho' a perſon of great underſtanding, and alſo of ſome 
virtues. I did not remember to aſk het whether the living 
| fiery bowl which had the life of hell in it, receded back 
by her left fide, and paſſed forward by her right; or 
the contrary way, I alſo wiſh I had aſked Mr. W. whe- 
ther the ſpectre which turned about him, began to turn 
on the Eaſt ſide of him, and went forward from the Eaſt 
to the North, from the North to the Weſt, and from 
thence to the Eaſt, or was it the contrary way; for þ 

have 
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have lad that the very circumſtances of ſome Appar- 
itions bore a reſemblance of the circumſtances,of the evils 


to come ; for as evil Spirits delight in the troubles of 
men, they muſt delight to ſhew them as. particular as 
they cag. 


Of Apparitions, &c. in Carmarthenſhire. _ 


am now come into that part of Wales where we 
' ſhall meet with the moſt numerous, and moſt ' notable 
account of Apparitions. The middle part of the biſh- 
oprick of St. Davids, where the greateſt account is of 


the Corps Candles, and the Kybyrraeth to be met with 
of any part of Wales by far. | 


LX. I am now to relate one of the moſt terrible Appariti- 
ons that ever I heard of, related to me 1767 by R. D. (A 


woman appearing to me to be a true living experimen- 


tal Chriſtian beyond many) in relation to herſelf as 
follows : | 


| Bains, to go to Laugharn Town, on ſome buſineſs 
in the evening, it being late, her mother diſſuaded her 
from going, telling her it was late, and ſhould be benighted, 
and terrified: by an Apparition which was both ſeen 
and heard by very many, and by her father among 


others, at a place called Pant 'y Madeg, which was '2 
pit by the fide of the lane leading to Laugharn, filled 


with water, and not quite diy in the Summer. But 
ſhe then not feating any thing went to Laugharn, and 
came back before night, tho“ it was, conſiderable dark- 
ened, and paſſed by the place, yet not without think» 
ing of the Apparition. But being come but a little 
beyond this pit into a field up hill, where was a little 


rill of water, which as ſhe. was about to paſs, and 


having ſtretched one foot over it, and looking before 
her, i ſhe could ſee before her, Alas for the fight, ſome- 
thing 
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thing like a great Dog, one of the Dogs of hell, coming 
haſtily on to meet her, but -being come within four 
or five yards of her, and it was well he came no 
nearer, it ſtopt, fat upon its backſide and ſet up 
ſuch a ſcream, ſo horrible, and ſo loud and ſtrogg, that 
the earth moved under her, and that ſhe thought the 
hill was rent by it: ſhe then fainted and fell down 1 
dead upon the place, and did not awake and go to | 
the next houſe, which was but about a field length fram 

this place, till about midnight; having one foot wet 

in the rill of water, which ſhe was avout to paſs, when 

ſhe ſaw and heard the Apparition, She was very weak 

that night; and for a long time after a very loud 

noiſe would diſturb, and ſicken her. She owned it was 

a juſt puniſhment on her for her preſumption, and diſ- 
obeying her good mother's advice. There was a ſtrong 

and an effectual witneſs of the being of Spirits, both 


viſible and audible, and both to ſome purpoſe. Oh ! that 
an Atheiſt, a Deiſt, a Sadducee, or the like ſort. of un- 

belivers had been in her place; but, it may be, theſe ſort. 

of men are too wicked to obtain conviction in this way : 


Hell and eternity muſt convince them. 


E1THER à man was murdered and caſt into this pit, 


or ſome money was caſt into it; it ſhould be ſearched to 
the bottom ;/ ; ſurely it ſhould, | 


LXI. WALTER Watkins of Neuath in the Pariſh of 
Landdetty Breconſhire, being at ſchool at Carmarthen 
and he and ſome other ſcholars who lodged in the ſame 
houſe with him playing ball by the houſe, late in the 
evening, heard the diſmal mournful voice of the Kyhyr- 
raeth hard by them, but ſaw nothing, which was very 
affrighting to hear ; 3 for- tho? theſe ſort of men are in- 
credulous enough, yet they were ſoon perſuaded that 
it was * voice of neither man nor beaſt, but of ſome 
38 Spirit, 
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Spirit, which made them leave their play and run into 
the houſe, Not long after a man who lived hard by, 


died : for this kind of voice is always heard before ſome 
death, | 


THe' woman of the houſe, where theſe Scholars lodged, ' 
related to them many ſuch accounts, which they heard 


with contempt and ridicule, believing nothing of what 
ſhe ſaid. And one morning, ſportingly, aſked” her what 
ſhe had ſeen or heard of a Spirit that night? She readily 
anſwered, that ſhe heard a Spirit come to the door, as it 
were walking in Slippers, and paſſing by her while ſhe 
ſat by the fire, ſeemed co walk into a room where a ſick 
man was; and after ſome time heard him coming back, 
and as if it fell down, or making a noiſe at the end of 
the room over againſt the fire, as if one was fallen down 
dead in a faint, and was raiſed up. And very ſoon after, 


the ſick man roſe up, thinking to be able to walk, came 


into the room where the woman heard the fall, and fell 
down dead in that very part of the room where the Spirit 


made the ſame kind of ſtir, which his fall made, and was 
made by thoſe that raiſed him up, This made the Scholars, 
who believed nothing of what ſhe ſaid before, to believe 
every thing which ſhe ſaid afterward ; for that which ſhe 
related came to paſs, and that ſhe could have no öther 
way to fore-tell theſe things, but by ſome repreſentations' 


made to her from the world of Spirits. Thus theſe 
young men were cured of their evil inclination to Sad- 
duceiſm, and oblig'd by a kind of prophecy” accompliſhed, 
and matter of fact, to believe the being of Spirits againſt 
their natural inclination to it. The ſaid Walter Watkins 
alſo told me, who was a man of family, ſubſtance, learn- 
ing and veracity ; that he was ſorry to hear the Coed y 
Cymmar, and Merthyr diſſenting profeſſors, ridicule 
the account of Apparitions, and ſeeking to make ſo 
many honeſt men liars, who ſpeak of Apparitions, 
| M and 


* 


* 
„ . mg, # — 


82 OF APPARITIONS, Ke. 


and the agencies of Spirits from the moſt ſenſible expe- 
rience. 


Bor is it any wonder indeed, that Apoſtates from 


many, and even from ſome of the moſt capital doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, ſome of them to the Arminian, ſome 
to the Arian, ſome to the Socinian hereſies, ſhould 
be alſo Sadducees : yea ſome of them have not ſtop'd 
this fide Deiſm, and blaſphemies againſt the word of 


God; too ſhocking to relate. 4 


IXII. A Clergyman's ſon, in this County, but now 
a Cleroyman himſelf in England, who in his younger 


days was ſomewhat vicious, having been at a debauch one 
night, and coming home Jate when the doors were 
lock'd, and the people in bed, feared to diſturb them; 
fearing alſo their chiding and expoſtulations about his 
ſtaying ſo late, went to the ſervant who ſlept in an out 
Room, as is often the manner in that Country; he could 


not awake the ſervant, but while he ſtood over him, 


he ſaw a ſmall light come out of the ſervant's noſtrils, 
which ſoon: became a Corpſe-Candle; and he followed 
it out until it came to a foot-Bridge over a rivulet of 
water. It came into the gentleman's head, to raiſe up 
the end of the foot-Bridge from off the bank, whereon 
it lay, to ſee what it would do. When it came it ſeemed 
to offer to go over, but did not go, as if loath to go 
becauſe the Bridge was diſplaced : when he ſaw that, he 
put the Bridge in its place, and ſtay'd to ſee what the 
Candle would do. It came on the Bridge when it was 
replaced; but when it came near him, it ſtruck him as 
it were with a handkerchief, but the effect was ſtrong, 
for he became dead upon the place, not knowing of himſelf 
a long time before he revived ; ſuch is the power of the Spirits 
of the other world, and it is in jeſting wich them. A Sad- 


ducee 
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ducee and a proud ridiculer of Apparitions in this Gen- 
tleman's place now, would have a pure ſeaſoning ſor his 
paſtime. Tis true theſe men have not ſeen the Corpſe- 
Candles of Wales, but they ſhould believe the numerous 
and ever continuing witneſſes of it, and not fooliſhly diſ- 
credit abundant matters of fact, atteſted by many honeſt 
wiſe men, We have heard of others who from an exceſs 
of natural courage, or being in drink, have endeavoured 


to ſtop the Corpſe-Candles, and have been ſtruck down 
upon the place; but now none offer it, being deterr'd 
by a few former examples related, remembred, and juſtly 


believed, 


LXIII. ApBouT the year 1764, a man born in 
Carmarthen, named George Griffith, enliſted in the 
Carmarthen Militia, and being gone to the Weſt of Eng- 
land, at one time in bed received a terrible blow f;om 
an unſeen Agent; and ſoon after the Spirit of a tail - 
man, the biggeſt he ever ſaw, appeared to him; who 
told him he was a German, a Mariner, and had ſtolen | 
ſome Iron, ſome Money, and ſome Cloaths out of the ' - ol 
Ship be was in, and had hid them in the earth, Ane. 
he perſuaded George Griffith very much to go there and 
take them away ; telling him where they were, ; and 
promiſſing he would trouble him no more; for he often —+ 
appeared to him when ever he could find him in a ſecret - 2. 
place. At laſt, to have quiet from this extraordinary >, | 
"trouble, he was perſuaded to go, it may be, chiefly for 
the Money, enliſted himſelf with ſome regulars and' went 
to the wars in Germany, The Spirit telling him he 
ſhould not loſe his life in the war, but ſhould. come back 
"ſafe ; as indeed he came. He went to the place he 
© was directed; found the Iron, and twelve Shillings 


In Money, but the Cloaths were ſpoiled and good for 
| * The Iron he ſold, and the Money he kept 
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for his own uſe, When the Apparition parted from 
him, he bid him not fear, but either ſhut his eyes and 
ſtand, or fall down with his face towards the earth. He 


choſe the latter, and the Spirit parted from him with ſuch 


a noiſe as if the world about him was going to pieces. 


He returned home, andi is like one deſirous to mend his 


life. 


HERE is a man that is not, and durſt not be a Sadducee, 
a denier and ridiculer of Spirits, and Apparitions, as moſt 


are who have no experience of ſuch things. But why 


this diſembodied German Spirit pitched upon this welſh 
man, to act for him, ſhall only be known by the all re- 


vealing light of the eternal world; admirable to be 


known by all in heaven above, and hell below, Luke xii. 


2. © For there is nothing cover'd that ſhall not be 


EY revealed ; neither hid, that ſhall not be known. 


— 


of God's Word. That ſhe heard like the ſound of a 
company, as it were a burying coming up from a River, 


LXIV. A woman in Chen Town proteſted to 


Mr. Charles Winter of the Pariſh. of Bedwellty, who 


was then at the Acadamy, and fince became a Preacher 


and preſently as it were the ſound of a Cart coming 


another way to meet the company, and the Cart ſeemed 
to ſtop while the company went by, and then went on, 


And ſoon after a dead Corpſe was brought from the River, 
from one of the Veſſels in the River I ſuppoſe, and 
a Cart met the burying, and ſtopt till the company 
paſſ'd by, exactly as the woman heard. Mr. W. was 


no man to tell an untruth, and the woman no ſelf intereſt 


to ſerve by telling an untruth. The wonder is, how 


- theſe Spirits can ſo particularly fore-ſhew things to 
come ? Either their knowledge of future things near 
at hand, muſt be veheeat, or they muſt have a great 


influence to accompliſh things as fore-ſhewn. Be it 


2 either 


or 
4. 
* 
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either way, the thing i is wonderful! Of the very minute 
and particular knowledge of theſe Spirits in the matter 
of death and burials. I am now to give another rem- 
arkable inſtance,” which I had from a” good man, who 
alſo had it from ereditable perſons, the place not re- 


membered. A certain man im a field, burning Tuffs, ſaw 
the Fairies coming thro' the field where he lay blowing 
the fire in one of the pits; they went by like a bu- 
rial, imitating the ſinging of Pſalms as they went, 
and doubtleſs the very tune ſung at the approaching 
funetal, and one of them leap'd over his legs. He 
roſe up to ſee where they would go, and followed 
them into a field, which led into a wood. And ſoon 
after a real | burying 6ame thro' that field, and he lay 
down by the pit of Turfs to ſee, what they would do, 
and one of the company actualy leap'd over his legs 
in paſſing by, juſt „as one of the Fairies had done 
before: and they ſung Pſalms nat. the. burial as. the | 
Fairies fore ſhewed.- H r 2 = 


** 
* 


LXV. * the year, 17 5 3 two women,! Methodifh, 


from Vfrad-gynlas Pariſh, going tow ards Tj. Guyn in rhe 


» Pariſh of Llangadag Carmarthenſhire, where lived one 


John Williams who was thought to be a godly young 


man; they hear'd the voice of one ſinging Pſa! ms com- 
- Ing to meet them, and, they. knew the voice to be the 
voice of John Williams; when the voice came. near, 
it flackened and. grew weaker, when it came within 
about Twenty Yards, diſtance, when juſt © over, againſt 
them, the paſſing voice ceaſed, yet was ſoon renewed ; 

and when about Twenty yards diſtant, the ſinging was 
as ſtrong as before: they head ſome of the words 


which were from the 105 Pſalm: They did not hear 
all the words, but the beginning, and end of che ſtanzas, 
they heard wich much ſurprize, , The, next, Lord's day, 


gat the Diſſenting meeting at Koome L)Gnallt, to their 
940 great 
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| great wonder they heard that very Pſalm given out by | 
= John Williams, and ſung, When they heard this, they 
ſaid one to another (the people obſerving them to 
whiſper one to another) that is the voice, and the 


words we heard ſung on the way, The fifth Lords 
day after John Williams was buried, Here is another 


notable inſtance both of the being, and fore-knowledge 
of Spirits. | 


LXVI. Josnua Coſlet, was a man of ſenſe and know- 

ledge, told me of ſeveral Corpſe-Candles he had ſeen, but 
4 of one in particular which he ſaw in a lane, called Heot 
bwlch y gwynt, i. e. Wind gap lane, in Landeilo Vawt 

Pariſh ; where he ſuddenly met a Corpſe-Candle of ſmall 

light when near him, but increaſing as it went farther 

from him. He could eaſily perceive that there was ſome 

dark ſhadow paſling along with the Candle, but was 

afraid to look earneſtly upon it. And not long after 

a burying paſſed that way, He told me farther that 

It is the common opinion, doubtleſs from ſome exper- 
ience of it, that if a man ſhould wantonly ſtrike it, 

he ſhould be ſtruck down by it, but if one touches it 

unawares he ſhall paſs om unhurt, He alſo ſaid that 

dome dark ſhadow of a man carried the Candle along, 


bolding it between his three fore Fingers over againſt 
his face. This is what fome have ſeen, who had the 


courage to look earneſtly, But ſome others have ſeen 
| the likeneſs of a Candle carried in a ſkull, There 


is nothing uhreaſonable or unlikely in either of theſe 
repreſentations, £ 


: 
1 LXVII. AcrEtABLE to what I have new related is 
the following; One William John of the Pariſh of Lan- 
boeydi, a Smith, one night going home ſomewhat drunk 
and bold, it ſeems too bold, ſeeing one of the Corpſe- 
Candles, went out of his way to meet with it; and when 
| . | be 


| 
| 
ö 
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he came near, ſaw it was a burying, and the Corpſe upon 
the Bier, the perfect reſemblance of a woman in the 


neighbourhood whom he knew, holding the Candle 
between her fore fingers, who dreadfully grinned on him; 
and preſently he was ſtruck down from his horſe, where 
he remain'd a while, and was ill a long time afterward 
before he recovered, This was before the real burying of 
the woman, His fault, and therefore his danger, was 


his coming preſumptuouſly againſt the Candle. Here is 
alſo a ſenſible proof of the Apparition and being of Spirits. 


LXVIII. R. D. a good wiſe religious women, gave me 


this remarkable account of one Reynold, 


a young 


man, who hearing it affirm'd, as uſually it is in that 


Country, that, if any man watched in any Church-Porch 


for a night, he would ſee thoſe that would be buried 


that year, come in at the Church-Porch to be buried. 
One that did ſo, at laſt ſaw himſelf come in, as was 


ſaid, and died that year, Having drank much to pur 


himſelf in heart, he ventured to go to the Porch of the 
Meeting- houſe at Henllan-Amgoed, there being a burying 


yard by that Meeting-houſe. And having ſat there ſome 


time, there came a thick miſt that darkened the place, 


and filled him with terror ; and he felt himſelf heavy- 


laden as if there was ſome weight upon him, and he left 


the place, and when he came home, behold his hair on 
that ſide of his head which was next the Apparition, 


tho' he ſaw nothing but dark miſt, was turned white, 


and continued ſo all his days. She who related the ſtory 
to me, ſaw him, and I aſked what fort of hair he had, 


and ſhe. faid it was a lank hair, and turning a little 
at the end. She thinks he was a ſober minded man, if 


not truly religious; and ſeemed penitent for kis preſump- 
tion. What he did indeed was no perfect necromancy, 


for he did not ſeek any thing of the dead as Saul did, 
but it was a thing that bordered on it, This could not 
but 
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but be known in all the Country round about; and it is 
a ſtrong confutation of Sadduceiſm ; for here is the 


teſtimony of a ſober man, and the bas of his hair 
againſt this unreaſonable kind of incredulity, tho” it is 


but one of a thouſand that might eaſily be found againſt it. 


LET none think ill of Henllan meeting upon this ac- 
count; for there is no place ſo ſacred below heaven 
but Satan can come near it, and into it; for he came into 
Paradiſe, a more ſacred place and a type of heaven. The 
Henllan congregation is one of the largeſt in Wales, 
much about four hundred communicants, and con- 
tained, and contains abundance of good people: hav- 
ing bad alſo excellent miniſters to ſerve them. Meſſieurs 
Henry Palmer, Thomas Morgan, John Powel, and Mr. 
Richard Morgan, one of the beſt miniſters now in Wales. 


LXIX. Tur fore knowledge of theſe Corpſe-Candle 


: Spirits concerning deaths and burials is wonderful, par- 


ticular as the following inſtance will ſhew. One Rees 
Thomas a Carpenter, paſſing thro” a place called Rhiw 


Edwft near Cappel Ewen by night, heard a ſtir coming 


towards him, walking and ſpeaking ; and when they were 
come to him he felt as if ſome perſon did put his hand 
upon his ſhoulder and ſaying in welſh to him, Rhys 
bach pa fodd yr y ch chwi? i. e. in Engliſh, Dear Rees how 
are you ? which ſurpriſ” d him much, for he ſaw nathing. 
But a month after paſſing that way, he met a burying In. 
that very place, and a woman who was in the company, 
put her hand upon him and ſpoke exactly the ſame words 
to him that the inviſible Spirit had ſpoken | to him before; 


at which he could no leſs than wonder, This I had 


from the mouth of, Mr. T. I. of Trevach a godly miniſter 
of the goſpel. | 
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Ix this be not enough to confirm the exquiſiteneſs of 
their knowledge of burials, I have another notable proof 


of it from under the hand of Mr. Morris Griffith, a 


man truly religious, and a lively preacher of the goſpel, 
among the Baptiſts ; which came to paſs in Pembroke» 
ſhire, as follows : 


LXX. Arovur eleyen or twelve years ago, when I kept 
School at Pont-YVaen Pariſh in Pembrokeſhire; as I was 


coming from a place called in Welſh, Tre-Davith, 
and was come to the top of a hill, I ſaw a great light 


down in the Valley, which I wondered at; for I could 


not imagine what it meant. But it came to my mind 
that it was a light before a burying, tho' I never could 
believe before that there was ſuch a thing. The light 
which I ſaw then was a very red light, and it ſtood ftill 
for about a quarter of an hour in the way which went 
towards Lanverch-llawddeg Church. I made haſte to the 
other fide of the hill that I might ſee it farther ; and 
fiom thence I ſaw it go along to the Church-yatd, 


where alſo it ſtood till for a little time, and entered into 
the Church ; and I ſtood ſtill, waiting to ſee it come out, 
and it was not long before it came out; and went to 2 
certain part of the Church-yard where it ftood a little 


time, and then vaniſhed out of my fight. 


Few days afterward, being in School with the children 
about noon, I heard a great noiſe over head as if the 


top of the houſe was coming down; I went out to ſee 
the Garret, and there was nothing amiſs. - But in a few 
days afterward Mr, Higgon of Pont-Vaen's Son died. And 
when the Carpenter came to fetch the boards, to make 
the Coffin, which were in the Garret, he made exactly 
ſuch a ſtir in handling the boards in the Garret, as was 
made before by ſome Spirit or Spirits, who fare-knew' the 
death that was ſoon to come to paſs. And in carrying 
the * to the due, the burying ſtood where the light 
& rig N | ood 
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ſtood, for about a quarter of an hour, becauſe there was 


ſome water croſs the way, and that the people could not 
go over it without wetting their feet, and were therefore 


oblig'd to ſtop there, ſo long, till thoſe who had Boote 
helped them over. And the Child was buried, as near as 
I could gueſs, in that very ſpot of ground, in the Church- 
yard, where I ſaw the light ſtopped after it came out of 


the Church, and vaniſhed away. This i is what I can 
boldly teſtiſy, fince I have ſeen, and heard, what ] relate. 
A kind of thing, which before, I could not believe. 


Morris Grifith— 1777. 


Here every one may ſee, was a very particular and 


wonderful knowledge of what came to paſs before hand, 
tho” it is but what is apparent in moſt of theſe kind of 
Apparitions. But whence they have it, is the queſtion ? 


We cannot ſee that they can have ſuch knowledge from 
the influence of the Stars, tho' they have an influence 
upon the lives and deaths of men, whatever many ſay 
to the contrary ; and where elſe theſe Spirits of darkneſs 
have. this particular knowledge will remain a ſecret in 


the — life, but not in the life to come. 


wu» " * 


33 the light of the Goſpel prevailed, there were 
in Camarthenſhire and elſewhere often heard before burials 


What by ſome were called Cn Annwn, i. e. Dogs of 


Hel! : By others Cwn bendith eu Mammau, i, e. Dogs of 
the Fairies: and by ſome Cwn 1wybir, I. e. ſky Dogs. 
The nearer they were to a man, the leſs their voice was, 
like that of ſmall Beagles, and the farther the-louder : and 
ſometimes like the voice of a great Hound founding among 
them, like that of a blood-hound ; a deep hollow voice. 


LXXI. ABouT the year 1730, one Thomas Philips, 
I think his name was, of Tre{ech Pariſh, heard theſe Spir- 


tual Dogs, and the *** Dog ſounding among them; 


and 
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and they weng in a way in which no Corpſe uled to 
go; at which he wondered, as he knew they uſed to 
go only in the way in which the Corpſe was to go. 
But not lon after, a woman wud was come flom an- 
other Pariſh (LDanumib | think) dying at Trelich was car- 
ried that way to her own Pariſh Church to be buried, 
in the very way in which kheſe Spiritual Dogs ſeem- 
ed to hunt. What is very unlikely, and hardly eredi- 
ble is what ſome people have reported concerning theſe 
death«hunting' Beagles, that they: wete finely ſpotted with 
white and black; that ſome have handled' them as they 
thought, and ſhut them up in Barns and Stables, but when 
they went to look fot them; they wyuld be ſure to find 
them gone away. This I confeſs looks very unlikely: 
on the other hand J am loath to think, but that ſome 
ſuch experience ſome time or other hath given occaſion 
for a $i 


IXXII. An r 1 mine, a man peifechy 
frm to tell the truth, being out at night heard a hunting 
in the air, and as if they overtook ſoinething which they 
hunted after, and being overtaken made a miſerable cry 
among them, and ſeemed to eſcape'z but overtaken agaih, 
made the ſame diſmal cry and again cſcaped, and fol- 
lowed after till dut of hearing, 


| Some have been ſo hardy as to he down by the way 
fide where the Corpſe-Candle paſſed, that they might ſee 
what paſſed ; for they v were not hurted,, who did not 
ſtand in the way. And ſome have ſeen the reſemblance 
of a Skul carrying the Candle, others the ſhape of the 
perſon that is to die, carrying the Candle between the 
forefingers, holding the light before its face. And ſome 
have ſaid that they ſaw the ſhape of thoſe who were to 


be in the burying, Iam willing to ſuſpend my belief of 


this as ſeeming to be extravagant, tho' theilt fore-boding 
N 2 know- 
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knowledge of mortality appears to be very wonderful, and. 
undeniable. - 


A friend from thoſe parts informed me, that many are 
afraid of walking out at night for fear of meeting with 
thoſe Corpſe-Candles, but that there are ſome of botn 
ſexes who are not afraid of that. He alſo told me, that 
ſome ſort of people, ſuch I think as ate born in the day 
time, ſhall not fee them at all, but only by thoſe who are 
born in the night. But perhaps there are fome exceptions 
alſo in this caſe. 


* 


I am now to give ſome account of the Kybirraeth, a 
doleful fore-boding noiſe before death, and enquire into 


the cauſe of this, and yr * 3 df _ Corpſe- 
Candles. : 


LXXIII. D. P. Of Lan y Byther Pariſh a ſober 
ſenſible man, and careful to tell the truth, informed 
me in the year 1767, that in the beginning of one night, 
his wife and maid- ſervant being together in the houſe, 
which was by the way ſide; they heard the doleful 
voice of the Kyhirraeth; and when it came over againſt 
the window, it pronounced theſe ſtrange words of no 
ſignification, that we know of; Moolach, Woolach : and 
ſometime after a burying paſſed that way. I confeſs 
a word of this ſound, eſpeſcially the latter part of the 
laſt ſyllable. ſounding in the Welſh like the Twenty- 
third Letter of the Greek Alphabet, at leaſt as they 
pfonounced it formerly in the Schools, pronouced by a 
Spirit of the night near at hand, with a diſagreeable' 
helliſh ſounding voice, was very terrible and impreſſive 
upon the mind and memory. The judicious Joſhua 
Coſlet, who lived in that fide of the River 'Towy which 


runs thro*. the middle of Carmarthenſhire, where the 
Bi. 
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Kyhiryaeth is ofteneſt — gare me the e 


remarkable account of it 
2100 1 


ow 
. 9 43 Anm 

Tur it is a doleful diſagreeable ſound heard before 
the deaths, of many, and moſt apt to be heard, before 
foul weather: that the voice reſembles the grpaning of 
ſick perſons who are to die; heardä at firſt at a, Ane 
then comes nearer, and the laſt, near. at band; ſo that 
it is a three fold warning of, death, the King of rerrors. 
It. hagins - ſtrong, - and [louder then a ſick man can 
make, the ſecond cry is lower; but not leſs doleful, 


but rather, more ſo ; the. third yet lower, and ſoft like 
the grqaning. of a fick map, almoſt ſpent | and dying ; 
ſo, that a Faq well remembring the yoice and coming 
to the ſick man's, bed who! is to die, ſhall, hear his'groans 
exactly alike, which is an amazing exidence of | the 
Spirits fore knowledge, Sometimes when it cries very, 


a! I * 


loud, it bears a reſemblance | of one thing Who is crou- 


bled with a ſtitch, If it meets any hindrance” i in the 
* o 
way, it ſeems to groan Jouder. It is, or hath" bee 
very common in the three Commois of Mir. Cenin. x 
Commot is a portion of ground leſs chen a Canttref 
or a Hundred, for three Commots make vp this Hund 
red of Nuis-Cenin, which extends from the ſea as far 
as Landile-vawr, containing twelve Pariſnes; 18 e. 
Landilo- vator, Bettws, Lanedi, Lannon, Cydueli, Laigenich, 
Pen- fre, Lanarthney, Langyndeirn, Sc. which lie on 


the South Eaſt fide of the River Tauy, where ſometime 


paſt, it cried and groaned before the death of . "every EX: 


man and woman, as my informant thought, who lived 


that ſide of the County. And it ſounded before the 
death of perſons who were born in theſe Pariſhes, and died' 
elſe where, Sometimes the voice is heard long before 
death, yet three quarters of a year is the longeſt time 
before hand, But it muſt be a common thing indeed, 
as it came to be a common thing for people to fay, 
I. | 11 
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by way of reproach, to a perſon making a difagreeable 
noiſe, Oh ir Kyhirraeth: and ſometimes to Children 
crying and groaning unreaſonble. 


In the Corpfe-Oandles and the Kybirrazth, therefore 
we have a double teſtimony of the being of Spirits, and 


the Immortality of the ſoul. The one to the eyes, and 


the other to the ears of men: oontinued thro' © long 
courſe of time, giving no place to the oppoſite infittel« 
ity. 8 2 | 


Bor let us enquire into the cauſe of thb. THE 
prevailing opinion is, that it is an effect of 8t David's 
Prayer; ſome will ſay of ſome other Biſhop; but the 
the more intelligent think it of st David, and none 
indeed ſo likely as St David. St D. was the möſt fumous 
Baint of Wales, who did greit things in Bis time; for 
he put down the Pelagian herely, in a Synod at Car- 
edigion,, now Cardiganſhire, in the latter end of the 


e = 


This Contury, en ee in peeihich, drops 


and direction that K. Arthur, and the Britian's over- 
threw the Saxons in a great battle at Ba: &c. 


Bio a very Spititual man, and living miictt under 
a ſenſe of eternity, after this ſnibrt life, as all very 
Spiritual men do, and obſerving that the people in 
general were careleſs of the life t6 come, and could 
not be brought td mind it, and make a preparation for it, 
tho he laboured much to bring them to it, prayed God 
to give a fign of the immortallity of the ſoul, and 
of a life to come, a preſage of death and a motive 
to prepare for it; and that God in anſwer to his 
prayer ſent the Corpſe-Candles, and likely the Kyhirrazth 
to anſwer the ſame pious end. This is the tradition 
in the Country about it, And this is the only likely 
thing, for no other reaſon can be given for it, and 

| it 
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it hath anſwered this good end, for in thoſe parts t the 
oppoſite infidelity prevails not, at leaſt among the com- 
mon people, and if it doth with ſome others who are 
hardened and abandoned, it will greatly aggreyate their 
fin. Let none think it incredible, that any man's 
prayers ſhould be anſwered for ſo long a time, ſeeing 
the Lord promiſed to Jonadab the fon of Rechab, a 
holy man in an evil time, that there ſhould not fail 
one of his ſeed to ſtand before him forever, Jer. xxxv. 
St. David had one of the beſt of ends in making this 
kind of prayer, and if he had not, God would not 
have anſwered his prayer, and for ſo long a time. - Some 


ſay that this came to paſs in anſwer to the prayers of 
ſome Biſhop, but that Biſhop could be no other, 
but St. Navid ; becauſe it is in his Biſhoprick they chiefly 
appear, and but ſeldom out of it. And as for the 
Kyhirraeth being chiefly. heatd in the Commots or Hund- 
red of Ynis-Cenin ; ' reaſon may be becauſe Non the 
mother of St. David, a holy woman of God, like Nonica 
the mother of St. Auſtin, lived in theſe parts, as ap- 
pears from a Church in theſe parts, called by her 
name Lan-Non, i. e. Non's-Church, and that alſo 
we are told in old writings that ſhe heard Gildas preach- 
ing at _Lan-morfa. | | 


In theſe parts when ſhe was with Child of St. David, 
ſhe alſo might join with her ſon in his prayers, and 
deſire as yet a farther ſign for the ſame good end; 
this is the moſt likely account of the matter. 


AND now what great evidence of the being of Spirits, 
the immortality of the ſoul, and of a world to come, 
have we in the appearance of the Corpſe-Candles, and 
the voice of the Kyhirraeth ſince the days of St. David, in 
the ſpace of above a thouſand years, and therefore ſeen 
and heard by very many thouſands of people: it may 

21. ) be 
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de a million in all that long courſe of time. If the Corpley 
Candles are. leſs ſeen now, and the Kybirraeth not ſo 
often. heard, it is very eaſy to give a reaſon for it, for 
now the goſpel; which brings life and immortality to light, 
1 Tim. i. 10. having greatly prevailed in Wales, and 
indeed more eſpecially in the Biſnhoprick of St. David, 
makes tbeſe things far leſs neceſſary than before, and 
js the-reaſon of their being leſs: frequent. 


— , . 2 <. Seas. 


Y | "Trxse Corpſe-Candles are ſometimes ſeen elſewhere, 
5 for I myſelf ſaw one in the Town of Wrexham in Den- 
4 bighſhire bee the death of a lad in the adjoining 
= n where [| lodge. 


* 


. 5 | N Aperiion Ee. in Glamorganſhire. 


—_—. A M now to give an account of the moſt wonderful 
g 1 actings of a diſembodied Spirit that ever I have heard 

of in this Century, which came to pals in Tridoll Valley, 
not far from the Town of Aberavan, in a pious family, in 


the bouſe of Mr. William Thomas. A man eſteemed 
more than commonly pious by thoſe acquainted with 
him, as alſo his wife and maid-ſervant ; a very courage- 


ous young woman, as the future account will ſhew. The 
account I have in a letter from the Rev, Mr. William 


Evans of Languake who was there, and had it from them 
verbatim as follows : 


E Azuor the year 1760 the maid durſt not go with the 
N 5 Candle about the room by night, for the light of the 
1 Candle would - diminiſh, grow narrow as if in a damp, 
and at laſt would go out, and the fire out of the wick, 

ſo that ſhe was oblig'd to go to the room without the 
Candle. When ſhe came down Stairs, he would ftrike 
! ber on the ſide of her head, as it were with a Cuſhion;; 
\ | en ſhe was at private prayers, he wauld let her alone, 


Sd excepting 
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excepting once or twice that ſhe, was ohlig' d to give over, 
tho“ a very eourageous young woman. One time ſhe 
brought a marment of water into the houſe, and the water; 


roſe up out of the veſſel about her, and about the houſe., 
Another time when abundance of Pilchards came to the 


ſea,” ſo that the people could ſcarce devour them, the 
miſtreſs and maid deſirous to have ſome. .of them, ſhe 
aſked leave of her maſter to go and fetch ſome of ghem; 5 
but he, being a very juſt man, told her not to go, that the, 
Pilchards were ſent for the uſe of poor people, and that 
they - themſelves wanted nothing. But the ventured to 


go, and brought ſome to the houſe, but after giving a 
turn about the houſe, and going to look after them, found 


them all gone, and thrown upon the dunghit ; upon 
which her maſter blamed her, ſaying, Did not I 
tell thee not to go? One, time they had a pot of meat 
upon the fire, and both. the meat and broth were taken 
away,. they knew not where, and the pot! left empty, to 


their no ſmall diſappointment. Sometimes the Claſpec 


Bible would be thrown whiſking' by their temples, and 
ſtriking againſt ſomething, and yet the Bible not much 
damaged. So it would do with the Gads of the Steeller ; 
and once it ſtruck one of them into the ſkreen where a 
perſon then ſat, and the mark of it ſtill to be ſeen in the 
hard board; ſuch a blow in the man's forehead or temples 
would have killed him on the ſpot; but it did not touch 
the man. Once the China diſhes were thrown off the 


ſhelf and not one broke. And in divers particulars the 


evil Spirit was evidently limited'in its miſchievous doings. 


Ir troubled the maid very much in winter, taking away 
the cloaths from her bed: In ſummer gathering more 


clodths to put upon her. Some times when i it began. to take 
off the cppaths- ſhe would take hold and get upon them and 
go t to prayer ; and when ſhe prayed it would let the cloaths 
alone for that time; ; which encouraged ber the more to 


73 


9 N prayer. 5 


— — 
by — N = Lag 


— 
— 


; 
1 bo 
- * 
1 
= 
, g 
* 
|. 
4 * 
5 


r 
„ 


. 


1 > 
_ — 0 2 


98 OF APFARIFTLIONS, &c. 


prayer. It was a great bufineſs with this light hating Spirit 
to throw an old Lantern about the- houſe without break- 
ing it. Tt would throw the Candleſtick alto, and ou 
the CR would not 800 out —_ 1 — nos e | 


:Ouen the was going upon halo before * nd being 
come into the highway, a thi k darkneſs which was ter- 
rible to enter into, filled the way; upon which ſhe thought 
once to go over the hedge to avoid it; but preſently thought 
it was not good to yield tb the evil Spirit, and therefore 
went to prayer, I commend her for it, by the hedge fide. 
after ſhe roſe up the darkneſs went off, and the went 


ber way. One night it divided the Books among them, 
when they were in bed; to the man of the houſe it 
brought the Bible, to the woman of the houſe Allen's 
Sure guide ; Arthur Dent, and ſuch Books as ſhe delighteg 
in: upon the maid's bed the Engliſh Books which ſhe 
underſtood not. When. it began to ſtir in the beginning 


of the night, the man of the houſe would call the family 
to prayer. 


. AzovT two years ſpace it continued in all, to trouble 
them; in which ſpace of time, it would ſome times be 
quiet for a fort'night, or three weeks giving no trouble. 
Once it endeavoured to hinder them from going to meet- 
ing, by hiding the bunch of Keys and carrying them out 
of their place on a Lord's day, and for all their ſearching 


could not find them. They were loath to appear in theit 


old cloaths at mecting. But the good man of the houſe 


bid them not yield to the Devil, but to borrow ſome 
cloaths of one another ; ſomething which one had, which, 


another had not; but at laſt there was ſomething "waning 
which they could not be without, and muſt have or break 
the lock; but concluded to go firſt to prayer, and ſo did, 
and afterward found the Keys where they uſed to be, and 


where they had ſearched enough for them before, An- 
other 
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other time the maid went to milking to the Barn, and 
-waile ſhe was miixing the Cow, the Barn door was lad- 
.denly. ſhut, She roſe up to ſee what had ſhut it, but 
could ſee nothing, and came back to miik, and this it 
turned the door backward and forward to make an idle 
ringing noiſe. She then knew what it was; and before 
ſhe had done milking: ſhut the door; but when ſhe at- 
tempted to open it afterward, ſhe could not open it by 
any means, and was going to open another door, but 
preſently thought he might hold that fait ſhut; and that 
it was not good to yield. to the Devil, and this heroine 
went to prayer againſt the enemy, as the beft way of 
prevailing aver, him; which ſhe did, and afterward the 
the door opened as uſual. 


Ar one time it endeavoured to make variance between 
the miſtreſs and the maid, by ſtrewing charcoal aſhes 


upon the milk; when the miſtreſs found the milk ſo, 
ſhe charged the maid with ſome neglect, and watched 


the next milk herſelf ; yet this was made more foul, At 


one time, W. Thomas and his wife went to watch to a 
neighbour” $ houſe, where was a dead relation, There 
was a young man a firſt Couſin to William Thomas, who 
would by no means believe that there was a Spirit at 
W. 2 's houſe, and ſaid they were only making tricks 
with one another : and very ſtrong he was, a hero of an 
unbeliever, Ike many of his brethgen in infidelity, and 
ſaid he would lie in the houſe alone, and deſired the Keys 
of the houſe ; he had them and went to ſee if there was any 
Spirit in it ; but he had no diſturbance, and if he was 
ſtrong before, ſo ſtrong that the teſtimony of three ſober 
religious perſons had no weight with him, he was now 
ſtrong with a witneſs, and very uppiſh as high as the houſe- 
top, and banter'd them upon it. Sometime after he came, 
and ſtay'd over night; and hearing that the maid Was 
diſturbed! in bed by the Spirit, he ſaid in the hearing of 
3 wn 
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the family, if any thing comes to diſturb thee, call upon 
me, he lying either in that or the next room. Sometime 
in the night the Spirit came to attempt to take away 
the cloaths from the maid, and ſhe cried out ; he awaked 
and ſuddenly roſe out of bed, to catch ſomebody who 
was playing tricks with the maid, as he thought, but 
ſaw now that there was nothing to be ſeen with her: 
but was made to know that there was an inviſible Agent 
in the place, which now | ſeverely handled him, for 
feeling is believing. And he went to his bed in a worſe 


condition than he came out of it, excepting that he was 
cur'd of his ſtuborn Sadduciſm. He never afterward 


banter'd them, being made to# believe that there was 
ſomething more than human in the place, | 


Ore time Mr. W. E. the author of this Letter, being 
there, and at prayer by the bed ſide, it ſtruck the bed ſo viol- 


ently, tho? it was but with a Trencher, that it made a report 


like that of a Gua; ſo that both the bed and the room did 
ſhake; and it did ſo twice, which greatly ſurpriſed him, 


Here was a pure room for a Sadducee to ſleep in for two or 
three nights, One time it made fo great a noiſe that 
the man of the houſe on a ſudden thought the houſe 
was gaing away, and he was greatly terrified. It never 
after this made ſo loud a noiſe. Once when they were 
at meeting, it threw the Pad againſt the door, at the foot of 
the ſtairs, which made fo great a noiſe, as ſurpriſed 
and terrified thoſe who were near the door eſpecially. 


Ox time the Revd, Mr. Rich. Tibbot, a Difſent- 
ing miniſter from Montgomeryſhire, being come to Preach 


that way, and he is an evangelical holy miniſter of Chriſt, 
came into this houſe, and being in bed together with 
another perſon, and expecting the ſtir, continued awake 
and talking a long time, at laſt Mr. Tibbot flept ; his 
companion keeping awake heard him come, and awaked 


I, 
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Mr. Tibbot. It began to pluck the Cloaths, they held 
them, and prayed, and it let them alone a while. But 
they being throughly awaked by this time kept awake, 
expecting it would come again to pull the Cloaths, 
and therefore turned the Cloaths about them as well 
as they could; accordingly it came to pull them, which 
they held with all their might; ſo that they thought 
the Cloaths were broken between them; which really 
they were not. Having not prevail'd this way, it ſtruck 
the Bed with the Cawrinen, a veſſel to hold Corn, ſo 
ſtrongly that it removed the Bed out of its place, and 
with ſo loud a ſtroke that W. T. heard it, and brought 
light with him, they alſo calling for it; and they had 
quiet the reſt, of the night. They had I think been 
keeping the day before in a day of faſting and praying, 
which, it may be, enraged him. 


I imagine in myſelf how dreadful his companion's 
word was to Mr, Tibbot juſt newly awaking in the 
dead of the night; Here it is Coming ! when they expect 
ed to feel his power, Here was a pure place for a'couple 


of Infidel Sadducees, to be in Mr. Tibbot and bis 
companion's place for the time. The proud bantering 


Mr. S. B. and his companion in infidel mirth, Mr. A. T. 


who heave need of this conviction which Mr. T. and friend 
had not, tho' even to them it was a confirmation of 
what they rightly believed before, Tt deſerves to be ob- 
ſerved how this evil Spirit was limited in its ill doings, for 
when the good man of the houſe, and ſuch he certainly 
was, was ſhaving it would not touch him while the 
Razor was on his Face, but when he would take. it. off; 
it would then ſtrike him on the fide of his head. 


Tux manner of its going away, and ceaſing to trouble 
was this, "TEN man FW the houſe "bei in bed with 
1 128 2 his 
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die wife Catherine Thomas, thought be heard a voice 
talling upon him; he then awaked his wife, and roſe 
up 4 little in bed, and ſaid to the Spirit, in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus what ſeekeſt thou in my houſe ? Haſt 
Hou any thing tb ſay to me? The Spirit anſwered it 
kad; and deſired him tb remove ſome things, telling what 
they weren dut of the plate where they had been miſlaid, 
The good man thinking it to be a Devil; one of the fal- 
len Angels made anfwer y Satan, I'll do nothing that thou 
Biddeft me any farther then my Bible gives me leave; 
1 command thee in the Name of God to depart from 
\ my houſe. Both of them perfectly knew the voice, to 
de that of a dead relation, at leaſt that it perfectly re- 
ſemebled it. This gave them both a great concern, 
leaft it ſhould be the Spirit of that relation of whom 
they hoped better things: however from that time forth it 
gave no diſturbance. For my part I believe it was the 
Cifembodied Spirit of that relation which ſought an al- 
deviating circumſtance to its bad ſtate by the removal of 
thoſe miflaid things, and wiſh they had removed them, 


us it always gives caſe to them who appear on ſuch 
accounts, and ceaſe to give trouble to thoſe to whom 


they appear; there being no reaſon to be given why one 
of the fallen Angels, properly called Devils, ſhould per- 
ſonate a diſembodied human Spirit, but reafon againft 
it. It was the voice of a female relation more nearly 
related, either to Mr, than Mrs. Thomas, which they 
beard; of whom they hoped better things. Oh that 
both men and women were more concern'd, and lab- 
oured to the utmoſt to avoid a miſerable, and to ſecure 
a happy Eternity, after life and death, 


The Concluſion Inferred from theſe Accounts, 


A ND are not all theſe numerous inſtances together 

ſufficient to convince all the Sadducees and Atheiſt. 

ical men of the age, or any age in the, time to come, of 
e the 
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the being of Spirits, and of their appearance in the world? 


Surely one would think they are, and that it is monſtrouſly/ 


unteaſonable to believe the contrary.” The Scripture of 
truth ſaith that by two or three witneſſes every word fall 
ſtand, Math, xviii, 16. And ſhould. not the being ef 
Spirits be believed, atteſted by more than three ſcore 
witneſſes which earry in them plain undeniable. marks of 
the judgement and ſincerity of the writer ? and of the 
the authentickneſs and truth of the relations? And what 
confirms it much more is, that theſe relations are but few 
of many more that can be produced to prove this great 
intereſting ſubject, the being of Spirits, and the reſurrect- 
ion, abſolutely depending upon the being of Spirits ? For 
why ſhould the body be raiſed if there is no Spirit of 
life to dwell in it? And the reſurrection is ſo great and 
interaſting a ſubject of faith and religion, that the denial 
of it deſerved the ſentence of Excommunication for it, out 
of the Church of God; and executed by the Apoſtle. 
1 Tim. i. 11. and 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. 


W1LL nothing ſerve the prevailing human corruption, 
but either the over believing things that have no reality ? 


Believing things more than they are ; otherwiſe than they 


are; or the not believing things that really are; or as 


far as they are, and have a being againſt the neceſſity of 
believing them in order to fellicity ? Some are ſo reduc'd 


in the faculty and exerciſe of believing, that they ſcarſe 
believe their own exiſtence and rational men, and ſome 
deny their own Spirits, and ſay they are meer machines ; 
ſo ſtrong hath unbelief prevailed in the world, that the 
faculty of believing, which God created in the underſtand- 
ing of the-firſt man, the parent of mankind, is ſo impaiied 
in many of his fallen poſterity, as to be in ſome nearly 
anihilated into nothing! and in all mankind- by nature 
fo weak that it cannot believe the things neceſſary to 


ſalvation withqut being repaired by the Special grace of 
God; 
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God ; for which cauſe faith, which is the true exerciſe of 
belief, is called the gift of God to. ſalvation, Eph. ii. 5, 
8. &c. The inſtances produced in this book, prove ſufi- 
ciently the being of Spirits, of Angels, and Men good 
and bad; this again helps to believe the being of God, who 
is a Spirit, and the Father of the Spirits of all fleſh, Num. 
2xvii. 15, 16, and ſhould influence the lives of men in 


order to a due preparation for the future. n and 
immortality; ..... £8 op 


15 
2 . c * - I EY" 
The End of the FixsT Part. 
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PART II. 


— 


APPARITIONS of Goop SPIRITS, &.. 


Am now to give an account of another kind of 

Apparitions, which came to paſs in a time of perſe- 
cution upon the Diſſenters in King Charles the Il's time. 
There lived at a place, ca!l-d the Pante, in Car marthen- 
ſhice, which I think is between Carmarthen and Laugharn 
Towns, one Mr. David Thomas, a holy man who wor- 
ſhiped the Lord with great devotion and humility : He 
was alſo a gifted brother and ſometimes preached, On a 
certain night, for the ſake of privacy, he went into 4 
room which was out of the houſe, but nearly adjoining 
to it, in order to read and pray; and as he was at prayer, 
and very highly taken up into a heavenly frame, the 
room was ſuddenly enlightened, and to that degree that 
the light of the Candle was ſwallowed up by a greater 
light, and become inviſible: and with or in that light a 
company of Spirits like children in bright cloathing and 
very beautiful appeared and ſung. But he remembred 
only one word of it, Pa hyd? Pa hyq? Dychwehuch feibion 
Adda ; i. e. in Engliſh; How long ? How long? Return 
ye Sons of Adam; ſomething like Pſal. xc. 3. Aiter 
a time he loft ſight of them, and the light of the Candle 
again came to appear, when the greater light of the glo- 
rious company was gone. He was immerſd in the 
heavenly diſpoſition; and he fell down to thank and praiſe 
the Lord. But while at this heavenly exe:ciſe, the coom 
enlightened again; and again the light of the Candle be- 
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came inviſible, and the glorious company ſung ; but he 
was ſo raviſhed and amazed, -at what he ſaw and heard, 
that he could remember, only the following words; Pa 
hd? Pa hyd, yr erliarwch y Criſt nagion duwil? i. e. Ho 
long ? How long, will ye perſecute the godly Chriſtians! 
After a while they departed, and the Candle light appear- 
ed, Any Chriſtian who enjoyed much of God's preſence 
will eaſily believe that David Thomas was now lifted up 
very high in the Spiritual life, by this IEEE 
viſitation from heaven. 


HRE appears no gingle in the ſinging, ſo that it appears 
like the Anthem way of finging, or rather after the 


manner of the antient Hebrews, in which there was 
little or no giagle, but Tunes adjuſted to the parts, and 
meaſure of the words ſung. After this he appeared to be 
greatly mortified to the things of time. He did not ſpeak 
much; yet ſeemed to be a full veſſel, He ſeemed to 
Care little but for the things of the Spiritual world ; and 
ſeemed like one who had a conſtant calmneſs and ſerenity 
in his mind. Chriſtians who have had the extraordinary 


b preſence of God, in a leſs meaſure than Mr. Thomas did, 


do know from their own experience that it leaves a ſerious 


humble ſweet calmneſs after it, which continues to part 
of the next day. 


BuT the Sons of infidelity will queſtion the truth, 


and cannot believe that the Angels of heaven did thus 


appear to any man, and ſome of the boldeſt and crudeſt 
of them may mock and ridicule the account. | 


Bur why ſo? Did not the Angels of God appear 
to many in times of old, to Abraham, Lot, Jacob, 


| Gideon, Manoah, David, Zechariah, Cornelius ? &c, 


J grant there is leſs neceſſity, and therefore they more 
feldom appear now when revelation is complete, 


But- doth not the Apoſtle ſay to the Chriſtians of 
the new - Teſtament, „ Ye are come to Mount 


£ Zi ion, 
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Zion, to the Spirits of juſt men made perfect, and to 
thouſands of Angels? c.“ Heb. xii. 22, 23. i.e. Ye 
are come through the grace of the Goſpel diſpenſation in- 
to union and communion with the members and company 
of the Church above. And is it unreaſonable to think 
that ſome of them may, upon ſome occaſions, appear to 
ſome of their friends below ? They are ſaid to ſerve the 
heirs of ſalvation, Heb. i. 14, And to protect the ſaints 
Pſal. xxxvi. 7. And is it unreaſonable to think that 
they ſhould ſometimes appear upon great occaſions to 


their friends whom they ſerve ? There are reaſons for 
their appearing ſometimes to evidence the kindneſs of 


God adminiſtered thro' them, and to help the belief of 
it, Alſo to help the faith of eternity and the world to 
come ; and to prevent Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Sadduceiſm, 
and to help to prepare for eternity. But on the other 


hand, there are reaſons againſt their appearing often, for 
the appearance of them is very diſcompoſing, and cannot 
be born without ſome diſconvenience to the body, if not 
to the mind in one reſpect or other. They alſo convey 
the ſouls of the Saints to heaven after death, Luke xvi. 
22. When they will ſurely appear to the ſoul, and is it 
unreaſonable and unlikely that they ſhould ſometimes ap- 
pear to the whole man before death. The primitive 
Church believed that an Angel attended every Saint, Act. 


xii, 15. And they ſaid, it is his Angel, They are worſe 


than the Phariſees, and that is bad enough, who deny the 
being of Angels. Acts xxiii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Bur to ſoften the diſpleaſure of the ſons of infidelity, 
for unbelief is very niggard in allowing place to faith and 


favours to God's people, I do not plead that they were 
Angels, ſtrictly ſo called, who appeared to the holy man 
David Thomas, for we never read that the Angels did, 
for they ſhould not appear like children ; for nothing 
childiſh belongs to them: neither is it rezfonable to 
8 P 2 think 
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think that they were the moſt eminent of the Spirits of. 
juſt men made perfect, who have more perfectly out 
grown all childiſhneſ. in the Spiritual life, More likely 
they were ſome of the inferior Saints in glory, and perhaps 
indeed godly children who received grace in their in- 
fancy, died, and were received into glory. And theſe 
might prope ly appear Ike children in glory, and not 
as grown men, as the more perfect Saints and Angels de 


and ſhould appear. 


ND now that I am upon this kind of ſubject, I call 

to mind a fimilar caſe, which 1 heard ſeveral times, 
from the mouths ef ſeveral religious perſons ; concerning 
Rees David, a man of more than common piety, who lived 
in this County of Carmarthen, towards the lower end of it 
inclining towards Pembrokeſhire ; that in the time of his 
death, and a little before bis death, ſeveral perſons who 
were in the room heard, juſt as the .ime of his 
diſſolution approached, the ſinging of Angels drawing 
nearer and nearer, and after his death they heard the 
pleaſant incomparable ſinging gradually depart until it 
was out of hearing. Here was no deception, for ſeveral 
religious people men of certain probity and ſincerity 
heard, and atteſted it, and the news of it ſpread far, and 
was by no means diſcredited by thoſe who knew and 
heard of this holy man. And I heard it from ſome of 
the miniſters of the Goſpel who were not, could not be 


impoſed upon. 


Here the ſons of infidelity again will be in the queſt- 
zoning, if not in the oppoſing and cavilling ſide againſt 
this account. How ſhall we anſwer them properly! 
Surely by ſaying, that if the Angels do ſejoice at the 
conve:fion of ſinners, as our Saviour who perfectly knows 
* ſaith they do, Luke xv. 10. and if they dg 

, rejoice | 
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rejoice. in the removal of ſinners from the ſtate of fin into 
the ſtate of grace, rejvice alſo ſo far as to break out into 
ſinging, elſe they would not rejoice enough, Do they 
not rejoice at their removal from this world of fin and 
miſery into the ſtate of glory, peace, and felicity, which 
is a greater cauſe of joy and ſinging ? And here is an 
inſtance of it in this good man's account, nor was it the 
only inſtance of this kind of extraordinary mercy, for 


we have heard of other inſtances of this ſort, tho' not 


of many. Is it not proper that there ſhould be ſome 
inſtances in the world, of the Angels rejoicing in carry- 
ing the Saints to the ſame happineſs with themſelves ? It 


is ſurely proper, and therefore hath come ſometimes to 
paſs. 


Nor do I think it improper to relate a circumſtance 
which came to paſs in the day of his burial, which I 
chuſe to apprehend as a ſign of his happineſs, and fo 
indeed it was underſtood by thoſe who ſaw it, and by 
him, a truely good man and a preacher of the Goſpel 


who related it to me; and I think was there preſent and 


ſaw it. It was this, before the body was brought forth, 
a white Dove came and aligbted upon the Bier in the 


ſight and among all the company who ſtood about it, 


cauſing them to take notice with ſome wonder, and the 
thing fo much the more remarkable, as Doves are not 


numerous in that Country. 


Here proud unbelief, for unbelief is proud, will 
ſcorn and deſpiſe, and ſay that this is trifling ; t hat 
it was a chance thing, and ſignified nothing. But ſoft 
and gentle; Do the. Ravens and bird of the Co ps appear 
and make noiſe before the death of many which cannot 
come to paſs without the agency of ſome Spirits, becauſe 


<> 1 Ir themſelves know nothing of death and burial; 


Aud might not a Dove appear in 2 fignificative manner, 


and 
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and as a good ſign of this man's happineſs ? at whoſe 
death the Angels ſung, which was a greater miracle, 
than the appearance of the Dove in a bold friendly man- 
ner upon the Bier which was to carry the good man's 
Body to the grave; and it was a delightful grateful fight to 
the company. And doth not the Lord ſay, Hof. i. 18. 
will make a Covenant for them with the beaſts of 
the field, and the fowls of heaven“: and is that for noth- 
ing, or is nothing to appear from this in any inſtance, 
and at any time? He muſt be a ſtrong unreaſonable un- 
believer that caa think that nothing can. 


PREFACE to the Preceding ACCOUNT. 


O prevent ſome wrong thoughts that may ariſe in ſome Engliſh 

readers, that Wales is a belliſʒ place where ſo many Apparitions 
dave been ſeen, and far worſe than England, I freelly aſſert that there 
is ſo much religion, and ſo many good and wirtuous people in Valet, 
at leaft in South Wales, as in any Country, or part of a Country, in 
great Britain, of its bigneſs, or it may be in the world ; — and alſo that 
there is reaſon to think that the ſame kind of accounts might be had 
in England, (excepting thoſe of the Corps Candles peculiar to Wales) if 
per/ons minded it, and made enquiry ; of this I myſelf, when I was in 
England, very many years ago, had experience, even then when 1 
made no enquiry, yet heard ſeveral accounts of that nature; <vhich makes 


me juſily believe, that, if I bad made enquiry, I ſhould certainly bear many 
more. Ts belp the proof of this, I now give two inflances of Apparitions in 
England ; wich happened in the later part of this Century :— One of them 
very lately; The former of theſe, the Apparition in Sunderland is the 
fi wonderful account, of that fort, that ever I read; very avonderful 
indeed! Having received a manuſcript account of it, ſent io me by 
4 Gentleman, a Lawyer ; I brought it to be put in the Preſs ; when 
I brought it to the Preſi, I was told by a friend, that be thought 
the Rev. Mr. John Wejley had publiſhed that account in one of bis 


Fritings ; If it is ſo, Ibu be glad to have feen it, becauſe from Mr. 


Weſley's own hand, the account muſt be perfectly free from miflakes, which 
I doubt, this manuſeript is nut; ſome gaps being perceivable in it, which 
night ame to paſs through the fargetfulneſs of the relater, or negle# of 
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the enquirer or tranſcriber. But being unwilling io omit ſo notable piece 
of biſtory, and that this book may come into many hands who have nog 
Jon Mr. W: 200 4 account, I venture to make it publick. 


Noa, I . fee why ſhould any man be blamed for writing the 
account of Apparitions in Wales, ſeeing many Authors bave writen the 
fame kind of intereſting, inflruting accounts, in other Countries, and 
in England ? 4s Burton, Moreton, Scot, Baxter, &c. &c. Who are not 
blamed jor this ; and why ſhould à Welſbman be cenſured for it, more 
than an  kngliſbman, Scotſhman, @ German, a Swede, Freuchman, or 
Italian, who wrote the like atcounts ? And eſpecially as the. boly Bible, 
the Prophets aud Ewangelifls give the like account from - the land of 
Canaan : and this account given by the Spirit of God, for 1nfirution in 
Righteouſneſs? And who will blame the Honourable Cynimrodorion $9 
citty in London, '' compoſed of ſome | Nobility, members of Parliament, 
great numbers of Gentry, many Clergymen, in all, ſeveral Hundreds, 
who, among, other Curicus parts of knowledge jrom _ Wales,  defire the 
account of Apparitions, in the Printed account of” this great, and Han- 


ourable' Society: ſo bere is a fair call of Providence ' for 1 kind of 
or l 1 'rhe RIG 


' 


An EXTRAORDINARY, ACCOUXT, Ec. 
LizazeETH Hobſon was born at Sunderland, in 
the County of Durham, in the year 1744. She 


was in the Society (of Methodiſts we ſuppoſe) from a 
Child. Her Father dying when ſhe was three or four 


years old, her Uncle Thomas Rea, a pious man, took her - 


as his own: to bring her up. After having been under 
conviction of her evil ſtate by nature, ſhe found peace 
with God when about ſixteen years of age. Four years 


after ſhe found a deeper change, and believed that God 
had ſaved her from all her fins: and from, that time the 


tenor of her converſation was ſuitable to her profeſ. 


fion. — On Wedneſday, the 25 of May 1768, and 
the three following days, I talk'd with her at large, but 
with great difficulty I prevail'd on her to ſpeak. The 
8 Subſtance of what ſhe ſaid Was as follows: 


Us 


Taar 


bra OF APPARITIONS, &e. 


Tur from her Childhood, when any of our Neigh- 
bours died, whether men, or women, or children, I uſed 
to ſee them, either juſt when they died, or a little before : 
and I was not afrighted, it was ſo emen for me to 
fee them. Indeed many times 1 did not know they were 
dead. I ſaw many of them by day, many by night. 
Thoſe that came when it was dark, brought alight with 
them. I obſerved that all little children, and fome grown 
perſons, appear'd with a bright glorious light about them. 
But many grown peiſons with a gloomy diſmal light, and a 
dark cloud over them, When I told my Uncle of this, he 
did not ſeem at all to be ſurpriz'd, but ſaid, Don't you regard 
it, as long as you fear God none can hurt you, My Uncle 
though he ſeldom anſwer'd my queſtions, yet would now 
and then drop a word about the matter ; As that evi] Spirits | 
ſeldom appear but between eleven at night and two in 
the morning. But after they have appeared often in 
the ſpace of a year, they will appear in the day time. 
That what ever Spirit appears in the day time comes at 
ſun riſe, at noon, or ſun ſet, 


Wurx I was between twelve and thirteen years old, 
my Uncle had a lodger who was a very bad man. One 
night 1 was ſitting in my Chamber about half an hour 


after ten, having by accident put out my Candle, he 
came into the room all in a flame, as he appear d to me, 


F cried out, William! Why do you come to frigltiten me 

fo? He ſaid nothing but went away, I went after him, 

but 1 / came into his room, I found him fuſt aſleep in 

bad. a day or two after, he fell ill, and within a 

4 week pea in a raging deſpair; under a ſenſe of the wrath 

_” of God for his ſin, reſembled by che fire —_—y about 
bim in the dark oom. 


WHEN between fourteen PEA Eden years of age, going 


early 0 one e morning to fetch up the Kine, I had two fields 2 
* 4 | to' BS 
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to croſs into a low ground which was ſaid to be haunted 


by an evil Spirit, and indeed many perſons had been 
frightened there, and I had myſelf often ſeen men and 


women without number paſſing by me, and vaniſh away, 
That morning as I was going on, I heard a confuſed 


moiſe as of many people quarceling ; but I did not much 


mind it. I kept on till I came to the Gate — I then 
ſaw a young man in purple cloathing the other ſide the 
Gate, who told me it was too early, and bid me go back 
to the place whence I came. The Lord be with you, 
and bleſs you; and preſently diſappeared, 


Wren I was about ſixteen, my Uncle was taken ill; 
and grew worſe and worſe for three months, One day 


having been on an errand, and coming home through A 
Lane, I ſaw him in the field, as I thought, coming ſwiftly 
towards me. I ran to meet him, but he ſuddenly vaniſhed 


out of my fight. I came home about twelve, and found 


my Uncle calling upon me. As ſoon as I came to his 
bed fide, he claſp'd me in his arms around my neck, and 


burſting into crying and tears, earneſtly exhorted me to 


continue in the ways of God. And kept his hold until 


he ſunk down and died. I would fain have died with 


him, and be buried with him. From this time I was 


crying for him from morning till night, and praying 


that I might fee him. I grew weaker and weaker till 
one morning about one a clock as I was lying in bed 
and crying as uſual, I heard ſome noiſe, and riſing up 
in bed, ſaw him come to the bed fide, He looked much 


diſpleaſ's, ſhook his head at me, and-vaniſh'd away ina 


minute. In about a week after I was ill, took my bed 
and grew worſe until for ſix or ſeven tos my life was 


deſpaired of. Then about eleven a clock at night my 
Uncle came in, look'd well pleaf'd, and ſat on the bed fide; 
He came every night after at the ſame time of night; 


"x | and ſaid, till Cock eren I was neat glad of 
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his friendly countenance, and kept my eyes on him 
while he Raid, . If I wanted drink or any thing elſe, he 
would fetch it and ſet it on the Chair near the bed fide, 
Indeed I could not ſpeak, | Many times I ſtrove to ſpeak, 


but could not move my tongue to ſpeak. Every morning 

when he went away he would wave his hand towards 
me; and then I beard the moſt delightful muſick, as if 
many people were finging together. 

Ix about fix weeks I grew better. And one night 1 
was muſirg whether 1 did well in deſiring to ſee my 
Uncle after his death, and praying that God might 40 
his will. He then cam to my bed ſide, but not ia his 
ufual dreſs, for now he had a white robe which reached 
down' to his feet, and looked quite well pleaſ'd., And 
there ſtood by him a perfon in white, taller than him, 
who was exceeding beautiful. He came with the ſinging 
of many, and continued till near two a clock. Then 
my Uncle waved his hand two or three times, and then 


went away with inexpreſſible ſound of ſweet Muſick ; 
and I faw him no more, 


A young man a year after this courted me, and we 


intended to be married, but he purpoſed to go another 
voyage to ſea firſt, And one evening went aboard his 


Ship. About eleven a clock going to look for my 
mother, I ſaw him ſtanding at his mother's door with 
his hands in his pockets, and his hat pull'd over his 
eyes. I went to him, and reached up my hand to pull 
up his hat, but he went ſwiftly. by me; and I ſaw the wall 
on the other ſide of the Lane parting: in two while he 
went through it, and immediately cloſing after him. The 
next morning he died. 

A few days after, John Simſon, one of our neighbours, 
man who feared God, and one with whom I was well 
acquainted, went to Sea as uſual]. He ſail'd out on a Tueſ- 
day, The F rds; following between eleven and twelve 
a clock at night, I heard one walking in my Room, 

* and 
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and every ſtep ſounded as if he walked in ſome water. 


He then came to my bed ſide in his ſea jacket all wet, 
as it appeared to me, and ſtretched out his hand over me; 


and three drops of water fell on my breſt, which felt 
as cold as Ice. I ſtrove to awake his wife who lay by 
me in bed, but could not do it any more than if ſhe was 
dead. Afterward I heard he was caſt away that night 
and drowned in the Sea, In a minute he diſſappeared, 
yet afterward came to me every night for fix or ſeven 
nights, between the hours of eleven and two. Both 
before he came and when he went away, I always heard 
ſweet Muſick. Afterward he came night and day: 
every night with ſweet Mufick at his coming and going 
away. And every day at Sun riſe, noon, and Sun ſet he 
came. Whatſoever company I was in, at church, or at 
the preaching houſe, or in my claſs, he was always 
Juſt before me, changing his poſture as I did mine. 
When I fat he ſat, when I kneeled he kneeled, and when 


I ſtood he ſtood. I would fain have ſpoken to him but 


could not; when E tried. my heart ſunk within me. In 


the mean time it affected me more and more, fo. that I loſt 
my ſtomach, my colour, health, and ſtrength. This, 
continued ten weeks, not daring to tell any one of my 
caſe. At laſt he came without the Mutick for four or 
five nights, and looked very ſad. In the fifth night he 


violently drew the curtains: of the bed to and fro, ſtill 
looking wiſhfuly at me, and as one greatly diſtreſſed: this, 


he did two nights. On the third night I lay down: about, 
eleven on the bed ſide, and foon ſaw him walk up and 
down the Room. I then 1eſolved to ſpeak to him, but. 
not willing that any ſhould hear, I roſe and, went up to 
the garet. When I opened the door I ſaw him walking. 


towards me, I ſhrank back, upon which he ſtood, and 1 


ſtood at à diſtance; and ſaid, In the Name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy. Ghoſt, what is your byſineſs with 
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me ? He anſwered, Betty ! God forgive you for keeping 
me from my reſt ſo long, Have you forgot what you 
promiſ'd me before I went to Sea? You muſt ftand to 
| your word, or | canot reſt, to look to my children if I 
\ was drowned. When I heard this, I ſaid, I wiſh I was 
dead, To which he replied, you have more to go through 
before that, and yet if you knew as much as I do, you 
would not care how ſoon you died, You may bring the 
Children. on in their learning. while they live. They have 
4 but a ſhort time to live. I ſaid, I will take all the care 
| I can. He anſwered, your brother hath wrote for you to 
come to Jamaica, but if you go *twill hurt your ſoul. 
You have alſo thoughts of altering your condition, but 
if you marry. him you think of, it will draw you from 
God, and, you will be neither ſo happy here or hereafter. 
Keep cloſe to-God, and go on in the way you have been 
brought up. You will for many years have croſſes, and 
and diſſappointments, and afterwards happy days, 


I aſked him how do you ſpend your time? He anſwered, 
In Songs of praiſes, but of this you will know more by 
and by, for where | am you will ſurely he. I have loſt 
much happineſs ſince my coming to you; and I ſhould 
not have ſtay'd fo long without uſing then means to make 
you ſpeak, but that the Lord would not ſuffer me to 
frighten you. Have you any thing more to ſay? It 
draws near to two, and after that I cannot ſtay. I anſwer- 
ed, I defire you will trouble me no more. To this he 
anſwered, I ſhall only come at the dezth of the children, 


God bleſs you,—— Immediately I heard ſuch Muſick as if 
a thouſand voices were ſinging together. I was then as 
if I was in heaven, and many times the ſweet Muſick 
{till ſoundeth in my ears. He then departed and I went 
down ſtairs, and I followed him to the firſt landing; be 
wire, ang 1 defired bim to. come back. He Rood fill 
; 189 N | till 
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till J came to him. I aſked him two queſtions which hg 
immediatly anſwered, but added, I wiſh you had not 
called me back, for now I muſt take ſomething from you, 
He pauſ'd a little, and ſaid, I think you can beſt part 
with the hearing of your left Ear, He laid his hand 
upon it, and it inſtantly became deaf as a ſtone, and it 
was feveral years before I recovered the leaſt hearing 
from it, The Cock crowed as he went off the doar, and 
then the Muſick ceaſed, The eldeſt of the children died: 
about three years and a half old, and the youngeſt before, 
he was five years old. He did appear to me, but without 
ſpeaking before the death of the children, as he had pro- 
mifed; and after that I faw him no more. 

LiTTLE before Michaelmas 1763, my brother n 
who was a good man, went to Sea. The day after 
Michaelmas I ſaw him at midnight ſtanding by my bed fide, 
furrounded with a glorious light, and looking earneſtly at 
me. He appeared as if he was wet all over. That 
night the Ship in which he ſaild had fplit upon a Rock, 
and all the Crew were drowned. April gth. 1767. At 
midnight being awake in bed, I aw my brother John 
ſtanding by my bed fide. He looked at me, and went 
away. About that time he died at Jamaica. By his death 
I became entitled to a houſe in Sunderland, left me by 
my grandfather John Hobſon, an exceeding wicked man, 
who was'drowned about fourteen years ago. I employed 
an attorney to recover it from my Aunt who kept the 
- poſſeſſion of it from me. But finding more difficulty in it 
than I expected, in the beginning of December I gave it 
up. Three or four days after that, when I aroſe from 
prayer a little before eleven at night, I ſaw my brother 


John ſtanding at a diſtance from me. I cried. out, Lord 
bleſs me what brings you here f He anſwered, Yau bave 


given up the houſe; ſo Mr, Parker bas: zeit d you, but 
if 00 do I ſhall nat reſt. Indeed Mr. Dun whom vou 


have 
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Bye employ'd will do nothing for you. Go to Durham, 


"Employ an attorney there, and you will recover it. 


His voice was loud, but ſo hollow and deep that it went 
through me. His eyes and lips did not move at all, but 
the ſound ſeemed to riſe out of the ground, When he 


had done ſpeaking he turned about, and went out of, 
the Room. In the month of January as I was fitting 
on the bed fide, a quarter before eleven at night, he came 
in ſtood before me and looked at me ; then walked up and 
down, ſtood and look'd again. This he did for half an 


hour. And after that came every other night for three 


weeks. At this time he ſeemed quite angry, and ſome 
times his looks were horrid and furious. one night I 


was fitting up in bed and crying, when he came and 
pulled the cloaths off me. I ſtrove to touch his hand, 
but could not, for upon this he ſhrunk back and ſmil'd. 
The next night but one about twelve I was again ſitting 
up crying, when he came and ſtood by the bed fide, when I 
was-looking for an handkerchief, he walk'd to the table, 
took one up, brought it and drop'd it on the bed. After this 
he came three or four nights, and pull'd the cloaths off me, 


throwing them on the children in bed with me. two 
nights after he came as I was ſitting on the bed ſide: and af- 


ter walking to and fro, he ſnatch'd the handkerchief from 
my neck, and walk'd with it in his hand to and froin the 
Room. I fell into a ſwoon thro' fear and vexation. 


When I came to myſelf he was ſtanding by me. Preſent- 


ly he came cloſe to me, and drop'd the handkerchief on 
the bed, and went away, 


I had a long illneſs that year, having contracted much 
cold by his often pulling the cloaths off me; and being often 
ſhock'd by thoſe appearances, I was now moſtly confin'd to 
my bed. The next night ſoon after, when he came again, 
I aſked in God's name, why do you torment me thus? 
You know I am not able to go now, i. e. to. Durham 
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mme meant, But I have a jealouſy that you are not happy, 
and beg to know if you are or not. He reply'd, That is 
a bold queſtion for you to aſk, ſo far as you knew me to 
do amiſs in my life time, do you endeavour to do better; 
I ſaid, it is a ſhocking affair to live and die in that manner, 
He anſwered, No time for reflections now, what is done 
cannot be undone, TI anſwer'd it muſt be a great happi- 
neſs to die in the Lord, Hold your tongue ſaid he, 
Hald your tongue at G.— Never mention ſuch a word 
before me again. I was frightened,” and ſtrove to lift up 
my heart to God. He then gave a ſhrick, and ſhrunk 
down three times, with a loud groan each time. Juſt as 


he diſappeared there was a large flat fire, and I fainted 
away. This was in the month of March, 1768, 1770 


Tukkz days after I went to Durham, and put the 
matter into the hands of Mr. Hugil the Attorney: the - 


4 2 
next night my brother appeared again to me about one, 


but on my taking up the Bible he went away. About a 


month after he came again. When I ſaw him I ſaid, 
Lotd bleſs me! What has brought you here again? He 


ſaid, Mr. Hugil hath done no moe than only write 
one Letter: Either write or go youiſelf, to Durham, It 
may be deſided in a few days. I ſaid, Why do not you 


go and perſuade my Aunt who keeps me out of the poſſef- 
hon of the houſe ? He anſwered, I have no power to go 


to them. If I could I would, were it only to awaken 
them ; for where I am, I fear I ſhall have too many to 
keep me company. He added, Take care for there is 


miſchief in Peggy's hands. She will meet y6u coming 


from your claſs, tho? not ſoon. I do not Speak to hinder 


you from going, but that you may be cautious. Let ſome 
pe ſons go and come back with you; tho' whether you 


will eſcape or no I cannot tell. I ſaid, ſhe will do no 


more than God will let her. He reply'd, we have all 


too little to do with God; mention that word no more. As 
ſoon | 
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ſoon as this is decided, meet me at Boylden hill between 
twelve and one at night; I anſwered, That is a loneſome 
place for a woman to go at that time of night, I am 
willing to meet you at the Church-yard, or on the 
Ballaſh hill. He ſaid, that will not do, what are you 
afraid of? I anſwered, I am not afraid of you, but of 


rude men; he reply'd, I will ſee you ſafe both thither 


and back again. I ſaid, may not I bring a Miniſter with 
me?. His anſwer was, are you there abouts ? I will not 
be ſeen by any but your ſelf; you have plagued me long a 
enough, and if you bring any man with you, take what 
follows — a_uG 


From that ti ne appear'd every night between 
twelve and one, but I ſpoke nothing to him. If I did put 
out the fire and candle in hope not to ſee him, it did 
nat avail; for as ſoon as he came, all the room was 


light, like the light of flaming Brimſtone. Whenever I 
took up the Bible, or kneeled down to prayer, yea or 


prayed in my heart he was gone, On Thurſday May 
the twelveth he came about eleven when I ſat by the fire 
fide. I then aſked in God's name, What do you want! 


He anſwered, You muſt either go or write to Durham, I 
cannot Ray till that is decided, and I cannot fray where 


I am. When he went away, [I fell into a great fit of 
eryivg, and weeping, ſeeing no end of theſe troubles, and 
longing to die; tho' I was brought to doubt of my former 
experiences. In this agony I continued till one a clock, 


and then fell into a fit z when I came to myſelf about 
two, I ſaw ſtanding at the hed fide a perſon inexpreſſively 


beautiful, in a white Robe reaching down to his feet. _ 


When I ſaid, In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, He anſwered the Lord is always preſent. I am 


eome to comfort you, What cauſe have you to mutmer 


thus? Why do you mutmer ſo for your friends? Pray for 
them, and leave them to God. Ariſe and pray. I faid, 
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l cannot pray: he anſwered, but God will help you, only 
keep cloſe to God. He added, why do not you ſpeal 
in your Claſs}? What are Claſs. and Bands for, but that 
you may be free and build each other? Your leader and 
his wife have lately advanc'd in grace, more than they 
have ſome years paſt; yet not ſo much as they will do 
ſoon. Do nothing without their advice, You atg with 
others backward in prayer; and ſometimes afraid to receive 
the Lord's Supper. Break through that backwardnets and 
that fear ; the Lord bleſs, and be with you. As he went 
away, 1 ſeveral voices ſinging Hallelujah with ſuch 
melody as I never heard before; aud then all my trouble 
was gone, and I wanted nothing but to fly away with them; 


| Moxpay May the ſixteenth after my writing to Dur- 
ham, my Grandfather came, and ſeemed well pleaſed, 
October the 21, about twelve he appeared and juſt 
walked a croſs the room. November the 23d, I lodg'd at 
Mr. Parkers; at eleven my Grandfather came to the bed 
fide, looked at me, and went away. Saturday the twenty 
eighth alſo he ſtood at the bed-fidez I ſaid, In the Name 
of God what do you want? He anſwered, You don' c make 
an end of the thing: Get it decided as ſoon as poflible,, 
my coming is as uneaſy to myſelf as it can he to you, 
Before he came in, there was a ſtrong ſmell of Brimſtone 
burning, and the room was full of Smoak which got into 
my eyes, and almoſt hlinded me for fome time, Afterward 
on Wedneſday June the firſt, about ſun ſet, as I was going 
up ſtairs at Mrs. Knotts, I ſaw him coming towards me 
out of an oppoſite room; he went cloſe by me on the 
ſtairs head; before I ſaw him, I ſmelt a ſtrong ſmell of 
burning, as 410 Mrs. Hormer alſo; it got into my throat, 
and almoſt ſtifled me; — 1 ſat down, and fainted away. 


On Friday the third of June, 1768, being at dinner, 1 


thoug ht L beard one coming along the paſfage, I looked 
about ind ſaw my Aunt Mary Scot of New Caſtle ſtand- 
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ing at my back. Next day had a Letter informing me 
that ſhe died the Friday before. | 


Tuus far the account received from the mouth of 
Elizabeth Hobſon, and written down. 


I bave ſome ſuſpicion that the three laſt Apparitions 
but one, was that of her brother John, who was diſpleaſ'd 
with her for delaying to have the matter decided about 
the houſe, and not an Apparition of her Grandfather who 
ſcemed pleaſ'd with her; tho' he ſpoke not. Tho! the Copy 
doth not ſay it was her Brother, which ſeems the more 
likely thing ; but how this came to be overlooked I cannot 
well tell. One would be ſatisfied to know which, becauſe it 
is not good to wrong the dead, who is either in heaven 


or in hell. It muſt be one or the other of the two, but 


moſt likely it was the Spirit of her Brother whom the 


following Letter calls her old friend and viſitant ; who 
afterward appear'd to her at Boylden hill, about the ſame 
affair ; tho' the Copy ſpeaks as if it was the Spirit of her 
Grandfather. Likely it was ſome forgetfulneſs in the 
Copier ; but of that I am not ſue, 


Now follows the Letter which from ſome friend of 


hers to another, gives an account of her Brother's laſt 


wonderful appearance to her at Boylden hill, and the 
IRE of it, 


On "OW July the tenth, I received the following 


Letter from a friend, to whom I had recommended her 
for ion. 


40 © SUnDERLAND July 6, 1768, I wrote you word befo: e, 
that Elizabeth Hobſon was put in pofſeſſion of the houſe 
the ſame night that her old friend and viſitant came. — 


He had not troubled her ſome time before. When he 


viſited her now, he told her, You muſt meet me at Boylden 
hill, 
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hill, Thurſday night, a little before twelve. As ſoon as 
you come, draw a Ciicle, and ſtand in it. You will ſee 
many appearances who will call you to come to them, 
but do not ſtir, neither give them any anſwer, - She ſaid, - 
it is a hardſhip upon me for you to deſire me to meet you, 
why cannot you tuke your leave of me here? He anſwer- 
ed, Tis for your good that ] deſire it, I cannot take my 
leave now without taking ſomething from you, which 
you would not like to part with. She anſwered, may not 
a few friends come with me? He ſaid, They may, only 
they muſt not be preſent when I come. That night God 
was with us of a truth, where twelve of us, the Society, 
were met at Mr, Daviſon's, and ſpent ſome time in prayer. 
Then fix of us went with her to the place, i. e. Boylden 


hill, deſiring the reſt to pray for us, We came there a 


little before twelve at night, and then ſtood at a ſmall © 


diſtance from her, It being a fine night, we kept her 
conſtantly in view, and ſpent the time in prayer, She 
ſtood there till a few minntes after one. When we ſaw 
her move to come away, we went to meet her, When 
ſhe came to us, ſhe ſaid, I thank God, its all over and 


done: I found every thing as he told me. I ſaw many 
appearances who called me to them, but I did not anſwer 


or ſtir. Then he came and called to me at a diſtanc e, 


but of this I took no notice. Soon after he came to me, 
and ſaid, you are come well fortified. He then gave her 
the reaſons why he deſired her to meet him at that place, 


and why he could not take his leave of her in the houſe. 


without taking ſomething from her; but withal charging: 
her to tell it to no one, If you diſcloſe it toany creature 


living, ſaid he, I ſhall be under a neceſſity of troubling 
you as long as you live. If you do not diſcloſe it, I ſhall 


never trouble you, nor ſee you more, either in time or in 
eternity. He then bid me farewel: waved his hand, and 
diſappeared,” Thus far the Letter. 1 97 
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A Notable Account of a certain Perſon's Conveifation 
with evil Spirits to his own ruin. In a Letter ſent to 
the Biſhop of Gloceſter : by the Rev. Mr. Arthur Bedford 


Miniſtet of Temple Pariſh in Briſtol. 
Briſtol Auguſt 2, 1763. 

Mv Lord, being inform'd by Mr. Shutes of your Lord- 

ſhip's defire that I ſhould communicate to you what I had 

known concerning a certain perſon who was acquainted 

with Spirits to his own deſtruction; I have made bold ts 

give you the trouble of this Letter, hoping my deſign 

to gratify your Lordſhip in every particular, may be an 

apology for the length thereof, 1 had formerly given an 

account to the late Biſhop of Hereford, in which there 

may be ſome things contained which I do not now remem- 

ber. ; which if your Lordſhip could procure from his 

Lady, who lives near Gloceſter, would be more authen- 
tick. About thirteen years ago, whilſt I was Curate to 

Dr. Read Rector of St. Nicolas in this City, I began to 

be acquainted with one Thomas Parkes, a young man 

about twenty years of age, who lived with bis Father at 
Mangots-field in Gloceſterſhire, and by trade a Gun- 
ſmith ; and contracted an intimate acquaintance with him, 

he being not only a good tempered man, but extremely 

well ſkil'd in the Mathematical ſtudies, which w;s his 

conſtant delight; viz. Arithmetic, Geometry, Guagn.g 
Surveying, Aſtronomy, and Algebra. He gave himſelf 


up to Aſtronomy ſo far that he could not only calculate 
the motions of the Planets, but an Eclipſe alſo, and de- 
| monſtrate alſo every problem in Spherical Trigonometry 
from Mathematical principles; in which he would diſ- 


cover a clear force of reaſon. When Mr. Bayley Miniſter 

of St James in the City endeavoured to ſet up a Mathe- 

matical Academy, I adviſ'd him to this Thomas Parkes, 

as an acquaintance in whom as he told me, he found 
i : greater 
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gteatet proficiency in thoſe ſtudies than he expected, or 
could have imagined. After this he apply'd bimſelf to 
Aſtrology, and would ſometimes calculate Nativities, and 


reſoly'd Hora'y, queſtions which he told me often times 
prov'd true; but he was not ſatished with it becauſe there 
was nothing in it which tended to Mathematical demon- 
ſtration. When by the providence of God I was ſettled 
in Temple Pariſh, and having not feen him for ſome 
time, he came to me, and we being in private, he aſked my 
opinion very ſeriouſly concerning the lawfulneſs of 
converſing with Spirits. And after T had given my 
thoughts in the negative, and confirm'd them with the 
beſt reaſons I could, he told me he had confider'd all 
thoſe arguments, and believed they pnly related to Conju- 
ratiſm 3 but that there was an innocent Society with 
them which a man might uſe, if he made no compact 
with them, did no harm by their means, and was not 
curious in prying into hidden things: and that he himſelf 
had diſcourſed with them, and heard them ſing to his 
great ſatisfaction; and gave an offer to me at one time, 
to Mr. Bayley at another; that if we would go with 
him one night to Kingswood, we ſhould ſee the m, hear 
them talk and ſing, and talk with them whatever we had 
a mind to, and we ſhould return very ſafe. But neither 


of us had the courage to venture. I told him of the 


ſubti? © of the Devil to dective mankind, and to traus- 
form himſelf into an Angel of light; but he ebuld not 
believe it was the Devil. I had ſeveral conferences with 
him on the fubject, but never could convince him. In" 
all which time I never obſerved the leaſt diſorder of mind, 
his diſcourſe being very rational. I propoſ'd to try him 
a queſtion in Aſtronomy relating to the projection of the 
Sphere, which he projected, and 1teſolved ; and afterward 
did ſo demonſtrate them from the Mathematicks as to 
demonſtrate that his brain was free from the leaſt tincture 
of — and diſtraction. Having the opportunity, 1 


aſk d 
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aſk'd him ſeveral particulars concerning the method he 
uſed, and the diſcoutſe he had with the Spirits he con- 
verſ'd with. He told me he had a Book where were the 
directions he followed z accordingly in the dead time of 
the night he went into a-@uſe-way with candle and Lan- 
thorn, which was conſecrated for the purpoſe with incan- 
tations, He had alſo conſecrated Chalk conſiſting of 
ſeveral mixtures, with which he uſed to make a Circle 
of what diſtance he thought fit, within which Circle no 
Spirit had power to enter. After he Invok'd the Spirit by 
ſeveral forms of words, ſome of which he told me were 
taken from the Holy Scripture; and therefore he thought 
them lawful; without conſidering that they might, as 
_ the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Pet. iii. 16.“ be wieſted to his 
own deit: uction.“ Accordingly the Spirit for which he 
called, appeared to him, in the ſhape of little Girls 
about a foot and a half high, and played about the 
Circle. At firſt he was affrighted, but after ſome ſmall 
acquaintance this antipathy in nature wore off, and he 


became pleaſ'd with their company. He told me they 
ſpake with a ſhrill voice like an antient woman. 


Hz aſked them if there was a God; they told him 
there was, He aſked if there was an heaven and hell; they 
laid there was. He aſked what fort of place heaven 
was ; which they deſcrib'd as a place of glory and hap- 
pineſs. He aſked what place hell was; and they bad me 
aſk no queſtions of that nature, for it was a dreadful thing 
to relate. The Devils believe and tremble” He farther 
aſked what method or order they had among themſelves ; 
They told him they were divided into thiee orders; 
that their chief had his reſidence in the Air. That be had 
ſeveral Counſellors which were placed by him in form of a 
Globe, and he in the center, which is the chiefeſt order. 


Another order, they ſaid, is employ'd in going to and fro 
from thence to the earth to carry intelligence from thoſe 
1 | lower 
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lower Spirits. And a third order was in the earth accord- 
ing to the directions they receive from thoſe in the Air. 


This deſcription was very ſurpriſing, but being contrary 
to the account we have in Scripture of the Hierarchy of 


the bleſſed Angels, made me cofRlude they were Devils; 
but I could not convince him thereof. He told me he had 
bad them ſing, and they went to ſome diſtance behind a 
buſh, fron! whence he heard a perfect conſort of ſuch Mu- 
ſick, the like he never heard; and in the upper part he could 


hear ſomething very haiſh and ſhrill like a reed, but as 
it was manag'd it came with particular grace, 


 Ayour a quarter of a year after he came again to me, 
and ſaid, he wiſh'd he had taken my advice, for he thought 
he had done that which would coſt him his life; and which 
he did heartily repent of. And indeed his eyes and 


countenance did ſhew a great alteration. I asked him 
what he had done; He told me that being bewitched to 


his acquaintance, he refolved to proceed farther in the 
art, and to have a familiar Spirit at his command, accord- 
ing to the directions of his Book; which was to have 
a Book of what he call'd Virgins Parchment, conſecrated 
with ſeveral Incantations ; as alſo a particular Inkhorn, 
Ink and pen, With thoſe he was to go out as uſual to 
a croſs way, and call up a Spirit, and ask him his 


name, which he was to put in the firſt page of his Book; 


and this was to be his familiar Spirit, Thus he was to 


$f} e n Ge pleaſ'd, writing their names in 


diſtinct pages, only one in a leaf; and then whenever he 


took the Book. and opened it, this Spirit whoſe name ap- 


pear'd ſhould appear alſo. The Familiar” Spirit he had, 


was called Malachi, i. e. my King; an Hebrew name of 


an evil ſignification to him; i. e. that an evil Spirit was 


become his King. After this they appeared faſter than 


he deſir'd, and in moſt diſmal ſhapes. Like Serpentsy ' 
Lions, 8 &c. Hiſſing at him, and attempting te 


throw 
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throw Spears and balls of fire upon him, which did very 
much affright him ; and the more fo when he found 
it was not in his power to lay them: Inſomuch as he 
told me his hair ſtood upright, expecting every moment 
£0 be torn to pieces. This was in December about mid- 
night, when he continued there in a great ſweat, and 
from that time he was never well as Jong as he lived. In 
the courſe of his fickneſs, he often came to Mr. — the 
Apothecary (the name is blotted, and illegible) in Broad 
ſtreet concerning a cure, but I know not whether he 
told him the original cauſe or not. He alſo came to me 
at the ſame time, and own'd every matter as fact; which 
he had told before unto the laſt : And igſiſted that when» 
ever he did any thing of that nature, he was deluded 


in his conſcience to think it lawful ; but that he was ſince 


convinced to the contrary. But ſtill aſſerted he made no 
compact with thoſe Spirits, never did harm to others by 
their means, nor ever pry d into the future fortune of him- 
ſelf or others. And expieſſ'd an hearty repentance for, and 
deteſtation of his fins ; io that though theſe matters coſt 
him his life, yet I have room to believe him bappy in 
the other world. I am not certain whether be gave this 
account to any other but myſelf, tho' he did relate ſome- 
thing of it to Mr. Bayley Miniſter of St James in the 
City. Perhaps your Lordſhip may be farther informed by 
his Relations and neighbours of -Mangots-feld, which 
is not above a Mile out of the road to Bath, I bave 
often told the ſtory, but never mentioned his name before ; 
and therefore if your Lorcſhip has a mind to print ſuch 
accounts as theſe, I beg it might be with ſuch tenderneſ 
to his memory as he deſerved, and ſo as it may not be the 
leaſt prejudice to his Relations, who have the deſer ed 


character of an honeſt ſober people, However I never 
heard any thing to the contrary. I am with due Reſpects, 
Lordi: fon, and ſervant, 
. * 


Arthur Bedford. 
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Tur Revd. Mr. Bedford did well indeed to diſſuade this young 
man from converſing with evil Spirits, for evil Spirits they plainly were; 
for as they were not the bleſſed Angels of God, they muſt be evil Spirits; 


for as there is no medium between good and evil, holineſs and ſin; ſo 
there are no midle beings between thoſe that are good and thoſe that 
are evil in eternity, where both good and evil beings and things are 
perfect. Theſe Spirits alſo choſe the greateſt darkneſs of the night, and 
avoided the light of the day and of the Sun ; which ſhews plainly that 
they belonged not to the kingdom of light, but to the kingdom of dark- 
neſs : and they ſpoke no good to him at all, as good Spirits would have 
done; and would neither appear like young Girls, nor ſpeak with the 
diſagreeable hollow tone of old women; the good Spirits of heaven 
being perfect and glorious in every thing ; therefore in their voices, 
after the manner of God, whoſe voice is glorious, Iſai. xxx. 30. We 
neyer read in Scripture that the Angels of heaven at any time appeared in 
the ſhape of women but of men, which may properly be conſidered as an 
honour to the male, and humiliating to the female ſex, that the Angels 
never appear in their ſhape ; and it may be becauſe their underſtanding is 
leſs, and becauſe the woman was firſt in the great univerſal tranſgreſſion z 
which the Apoſtle makes a reaſon of inferiority in their, condition; 1 Tim. 
ii. 12, 13, 14. Had Mr. B. ſhewed him Levit. xx. 27. A man alſo 
or woman that hath a familiar Spirit, or that is a wizard, ſhall ſurely 


be put to death : they ſhall ſtone them with ſtones : their blood ſhall be 
upon them.” And verſe 6. * And the ſoul that turneth after fuch as 
have familiar ſpirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will 
even ſet my face againft that ſoul and will cut him off from among his 
people.” And firſt Chron. x. 13. ſhewing how Saul was cut off for 
conſulting with a woman that had a familiar Spirit, it might have pre- 
vented his fin and ruin, and would, unleſs he was exceeding obſtinate 
and diabolically inclin'd. He faith indeed that he, repented of 95 ling . 
(as Manaſſeh did, who alſo dealt with familiar Spirits, 2 Kings xxi. 6.) 


but if this young man's repentance for his fin aroſe only or chiefly from 


his ſufferings for it, it was not right and ſufficient to ſalvation. f Mr. * 
would have done well to direct his repentance upon evangelick prin- 
ciples, and direct him to believe in Chriſt, the only ſoul Phyſician, for 
as there was no cure for the Iſraelites who were flung by the hery 
Serpents of the wilderneſs, but by looking upon the Brazen S 
which was a type of Chriſt, John iii. 14. ſo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 
only and certain Saviour from ſin, the poiſon of the fiery Serpenigs of 
bell the Devils: If Mr. B. did not do this, and there is nothing bf it 
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in his account, he was ſuch a ſoul Phyſician as Dr. Foſter was to the 
Earl of K:hzarzack, who did not direct him to believe in Chritt, the only 
foul Phyſician : Acts iv. 12. * Neither is there falvation in any other; 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we mult be ſaved.” And Chap. xvi. 30. Sirs, “what muſt I do to be 
ſaved.” The Kingdom is as full of theſe Spiritual Quack ſoul Phyſici- 
ans, and ſoul deceivers, as it is of Socinians, Arians, and Arminians, 
Ke. 


Of the Heavenly Dream of the Rev. Dr. Phillip Dodderidge, Tu ulor 
of the Diſſenting Acadamy at Northampton. 


In the account of the young Woman of Sunderland, we have an ex- 
traordinary account of the appearances of ſome of the good and bad 


Spirits of the other world. In the Letter to the Biſhop of Gloceſter an 
account of the appearance of evil Spirits only; from both which accounts 
many uſeful] inſtructions may be learned by the inhabitants of this world, 
concerning the Spirits of eternity. 


Tur Doctor having converſed one evening with Dr. Clark of St Al- 
bans, vpon the nature of the ſeparate ſtate, and the probability that the 
ſcenes on which the ſoul would enter on its leaving the body, would have 
ſome reſemblance to thoſe which it had been converſant with while on 
earth, that it might by degrees be prepared for the more ſublime happi- 


neſs of the heavenly world. This, and a converſation of the fame kind, 
probably occaſioned the following Dream. 


Tut Doctor imagin'd himſelf dangerovily ill at a friend's houſe, in 
London, and after lying in this ſtate for ſome time, he thought his 
ſoul left the body, and took its flight in ſome kind of a fine Vehicle, 

which, tho* very different from the body it had juſt quitted, yet was ſtill 
natural; He purſued his courſe till he was at ſome diſtance from the 
City, when, turning back, and reviewing the Town, he could not forbear 
ſaying to himſelf, how trifling and how vain do theſe affairs in which 
the inhabitants of this place are ſo eagerly employ'd appear to me a ſe- 
perate Spirit; At laſt as he was continuing his progreſs, and tho* without 


a certain director, yet was eaſy and happy in the thoughts of an univerſal 
providence and government of God, which, expands alike to all ſtates 
and worlds; he was met by one who told him he was ſent to conduct 


him to the place appointed for his abode 3 from whence he concluded 
it could be no other than an Angel, tho' I remember he appear'd under 


« "he form of an elderly man; they went accordingly on together till 


they 
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they came within ſight of a ſpacicus building, which had the air of a 
Palace; upon enquiring what it was, his guide told him it was the place 
aſſign'd for his reſidence at preſent, upon which the Doctor obſerv'd 
that he remembred.to have read while on earth, that Eye had not ſecn, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart conceiv'd what God hath laid up for his 


ſervants ; whereas he could eaſily have conceived an idea of ſuch a 
building from others he had ſeen, tho' he acknowledged they were greatly 
inferior to this in elegance. The anſwer his guide made him was plainly 


ſuggeſted by the converſation of the evening before; It was that the 
ſcene firſt preſented was contrived on purpoſe to bear a near reſemblance 
to thoſe he had been accuitomed to on earth, that his mind might be more 
eaſily and gradually prepar'd for thoſe glories that would open upon 
him in eternity; and which would at firſt have quite dazeled and over- 
come him. By this time they were come to the place, and his guide 


led him through a kind of ſaloon into an inner parlour ; The firſt re- 
markable thing he ſaw, was a large golden Cup that ſtood upon the 
table, on which was emboſſ'd the figure of a Vine, and cluſters of grapes; 
He atked his guide the meaning of this, who told him it was the Cup in 


which the Saviour drank new Wine in his kingdom, and that the 
figures carv'd on it were intended to ſignify the union between Chriſt 
and his people, implying that as the grapes derive all their beauty and 
flavour from the Vine, ſo the ſaints even in the ſtate of glory are indepted 
for their eſtabliſhment and happineſs to their union with their head; in 
whom they are all complete. While they were thus converſing, he heard 
a tap at the door, and was told by the Angel that it was a ſignal of 
his Lord's approach, and it was intended to prepare him for the Interview, 
Accordingly in a ſhort time, he thought, our Saviour entered the room, 
and upon his cafting himſelf at his feet, he gracioutly raif”d him up, and 
with a look of inexpreſſible, complacency aſſur'd him of his favour and 
and his kind acceptance of his faithful ſervices : and as a token of his 
peculiar regard, and the intimate friendſhip he intended to honour him 
with, he took the Cup, and after drinking of it himſelf, he gave it into 
his hands. The Doctor would have declin'd it at firit, as too great an 
honour, but his Lord revly'd, as to Peter in relation to waſhing his ſeet, 
If thou drink not with me, thou haſt no part in me. This ſcene he 


obſerv'd fill'd him with ſo much tranſport of Love, Gratitnde and Admi- 
ration, that he was ready to fink under it. His maſter feemed ſenſible 


of it, and told him he muſt leave him for the preſent, but that it would 


not be long before he would repeat his viſit; and in the mean time he 


would find enough to employ his thoughts in reſſecting on what had poſt ; 


and in contemplating the objects around him. As foon' as bis Lord had 
8 2 return'd 
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return'd from kim, and his mind a little compoſ'd, he obſerved the room 
was hung round with pictures, and upon examining them more atten- 
tively, he diſcoyered to his great ſurprize, that they contain'd the hiſtory 
of his own Life. The moſt remarkable ſcenes he had gone through being 
there repreſented in the moſt lively manner. It may be eaſily imagin d 


how much this did affe& his mind, the many temptations and trials he 
had been expoſ d to, and the ſignal inftances of the divine goodneſs to- 
| Wards him in the different periods of life, which by this means were all 
| preſented to his view ; which muſt have exited the ſtrongeſt emotions 
| of gratitude, eſpecially when reflected that he was now out of the reach 
of any future diſtreſs; and that all the purpoſes of divine love and 


mercy towards him were at length happily accompliſhed. The extaſy of 
joy and thankfulneſs into which theſe refleigns threw him, was ſo great 
that it awoke him out of his ſleep; but for ſome conſiderable time 


after he aroſe, the impreſſion continued ſo lively, that tears of j joy flowed 
down his cheeks; and he ſaid that he never on any occaſion remembred 
to have felt ſentiments of devotior, love and gratitude equally ſtrong. 


Of the Devil's attempt to ſend out a Miniſter to preach the Goſpel, &c. 


Tut following very Notable and intereſting relation to young preach- 


ers, from the hand of that famous Miniſter of Chriſt Mr. Vavaſor Pawel, 
deſerves a place in theſe accounts, which is as follows ; 


| « CONCERNING that deluſion in Kent (a Relaticn of which I had 
; 8 and ſtill ſtould have in the Country in writing, under the godly man's 
X own hand and ſome other brethren) though I do not remember all the 


circumſtances, yet the ſubſtance of it was this. There was one Jobn 
Moody a godly man, under Bapt. (I ſuppoſe ſirſt joyned to Mr. Hug, in | 

| Londsa) being in bed one night there appeared a great light in his Cham- 
ber, and a Voice ſpake to him thus: John Moody, ariſe, and go preach 
my Gojpel in the N, for my perle periſb for want of knowledge there. 
To which Jahn Maady antvered, I am not fit to preach, I want gifts. 
The voice anſwered again, I will give thee gifts, and fit thee, Macdy 
reply d, I am a cor man, aud have no means io maintain me therein. The 
Voice ſaid, Meet me at ſuch a place (and fo nam'd both time and place) 
and I ⁊uill ſupply thee with jilver and gold, and fo departed. The ne:t 
day Jobn Moody acquanited one or more of his Chriſtian acquaintance 
and they icaring it was a deluſion, adviled him to be very careful what 
he did, and diſſuaded him from going, counſelling him it it came again, . 
he ſhould aſk who he was, and particularly, whether he was, Jeſus, of 
Nazareth (for it was he that had power to ſend out Miniſters.) The Devil, 
came again either the next night, or within a few nights after, in tie 
fame manner, aſking him, Why he did uot go upon his nieſiage ? Jahn . 

Mocdy 
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Moody aſked him who it was that ſent him; the Voice anſwered, I am 
God, But faith he, art thou Jeſus of Nazareth ? The voice ſaid aggin, 
1am God. Then John Moody relolutely anſwered, I; thou be not that 
Jeſus that ſuffered at Jeruſalem, and that fits at the right hand of God 
in heaven, I will not go. Thereupon the Devil departed, making a 
great noiſe, and taking part of the top of the houſe away with him. 


This was tie ſubſtance, and the thing undoubtedly true” 


Of the Apparition to Lord Lyttleton, warning him of his ſudden 
death, Ec. 


From the Briſtol Gazette of Thurſday, 1ober, the ninth, 1779 we 
have the following account 


« On Thurſday ſeve' night Lord LYTTLETON fat up late 
after the vote of addreſs in the houſe of Lords, complain'd of a 
violent head ach, next morning he ſeemed much diſcompoſed, and 
recited a very ftriking dream, which he ſaid, would have made a deep 
impreſſion on him, had he been poſſeſſ'd of the leatt partie of ſuper- 
ſition, (He might have ſaid, If he had not been a ſtout frubboru unbe- 
liever,) He had ſtarted up from midnight ſleep, on perceiving a bird 
flutering near the bed Curtains, which ſoon vaniſhed; when a temale 
ſpectre in white rayment prejented herieif, and charged him to Uepcud” / 
upon his diſſolution within three days. He Jocoſely lamented the ſhort- 
nels of the warning, and obſerved it was too ſhort a time for pr eparation 
after ſo diſſolute a life.— On Saturday found himſelf in Spirits, and 


when at Epſom, told Mrs. F. P. Wife of the Honourable Mr. F. D. 
that he would jokey the Ghoſt if he eſcaped a few keurs more ; for it 
was the third and laſt Day,. — But in the evening he was ſeized with 


eonyulions, and expired puttirg of his cloaths to go to bed,” 


THESE circumſtances are not only verified by Charles Wol—y Eſquire, 
a Captain in the Royal Navy, and many other reſpectable characters wit- 
neſſes of his Lordihip's converſation and exit; but are remarkably 
impreſſ'd on the mind by the additional circumſtances of a very intimete 
friend of Lord Lyttleton at Dartford in Kent, dreaming on the night of 
the event Saturday gber 27, that his Lordillip om to him towards 
day break, and drawing back the Curtains ſaid, My dear friend, it is 

all over; you ſee me for the laſt time, or words to that eflect. 


Dives was told from heaven, for he did not yet believe it in hell, that 
if his brethren on earth would not believe Moſes and the Prophets, and 
we now may add Chriſt and his Apoſtles, they would not believe the? 
one ſhould come from the dead to warn them, Luke xvi. ult. Heie is an 
inſtance of it, in this | great man: one came from the dead to- warn him 


of 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sa. 
: 


us - OF APPARITIONS, *«&c. 


of his death very near at hand, but inſtead of ſeriouſly taking it te 
heart, and making uſe of the ſhort time allow'd him, to prepare for the 
awtul eternity, ridicul'd it, tho' he was on the borders of the Pit, and 
very nearly out of his portion of running time on earth. Indeed nothing 
this fide hell will convince the hardened wicked of the neceſſity of uſing 
the appointed means to eſcape a miſerable, and to obtain a happy im- 
mortality. The word of God doth not convince them, meflages from 
the dead and the other World do not ; therefore then hell muſt, and 
mall do it; do it home and forever, It being juſt that the enemies of 
God who flight his word, mercies, corrections, and authority ſhould at 
laſt be convinced by real experience of their rebellion, pride, and ingrati- 
tude to their maker and preſerver, and cruelty to themſelves. L—d 
L= is now fully convinced of his miſtake in not making a due 
preparation for death and eternity ; but in extraordinary levity ridicul- 
ing the extraordinary warning. and ſo ſhall all thoſe of the ſame diſ- 


poſition with him, and continuing impenitent be eternally convinced of 
their miſtake, and it will be a grief to think of it as endleſs as the foul 


is immortal, I cannot think of it without wonder and ſorrow, that 
mankind will not uſe their little time on earth to obtain a happy, and to 


eſcape a miſerable eternity; as durable as the ſou] is immortal. Oh! 
what a time is coming and will come upon the hardened Gentry and 
Nobility, who divert themſelves in the way to hell in their curſed plays, 
and Maſquerades——— which have helped much, with other enormous 


wickedneſſes, to bring the Judgement 2 upon this kingdom. 
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MONMOUTHSHIRE; 


Of Apparitions in the Pariſh of Aberꝑſtruth. 
- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Bedwellty. 


- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Monithiſſoin. 
- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Lanhithel. 
- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Bedaues. 

- Apparitions in Machen Pariſh. 

= Apparitions in the Pariſh of Riſga. 

- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Baſſaleck, 

- Apparitions in St Mellen's Pariſh. 

- Apparitions in the Town of Newport. 

- Apparitions in Lanvihangel Lantarnam Pariſh, 
- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Pant-teag. 

- Apparitions in the Pariſh of Trevethin. 


Of Apparitions in the Iſle and County of Angleſea. 


Of Apparitions in Carnarvonſhire. 

Of Apparitions in Denbighſhire. 
Of Apparitiones in Merionethſhire. 

Of Apparitions in Montgomeryſhire. 

Of Apparitions in Radnorſhire, 

Of Apparitions in Brecknockſhire. 

Of Apparitions in Cardiganſhire. 

Of Apparitions in Pembrokeſhire. 


Of Apparitions in Carmarthenſhire, 
Of Apparitions in Glamorganſhice. 


The Concluſian inferred from theſe accounts. 
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